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Peter G. Wallace interweaves the Reformation into the transformations of political institutions, socioeconomic structures,
gender relations, and cultural values in early modern Europe. In approaching the European Reformation as a long-term
process, Wallace argues that the classic sixteenth-century religious struggles with the resolutions proposed by reformers
such as Luther, were not fully realized for most Christians until the early eighteenth century.
A Companion to the Reformation in Central Europe analyses the history of Christianity from the 15th to the 18th centuries
in the lands between the Baltic and Adriatic seas.
The first survey to utilise the approaches of the new cultural history in analysing how Reformation Europe came about.
Prior to the Thirty Years War, almost all of Bohemia's population lay outside the Catholic fold, yet by the beginning of the
eighteenth century the kingdom was clearly under Rome's influence. Few regions in Europe's history have ever
experienced such a complete religious transformation; because of this, Bohemia offers a unique window for examining
the Counter-Reformation and the nature of early modern Catholicism. Converting Bohemia presents a full assessment of
the Catholic Church's re-establishment in the Czech lands, arguing that this complex phenomenon was less a product of
violence and force than of negotiation and persuasion. Ranging from art, architecture and literature to music, philosophy
and hagiography, Howard Louthan's study reintegrates the region into the broader European world where it played such
a prominent role in the early modern period. It will be of particular interest to scholars of early modern European history,
religion, and Reformation studies.
Of the dates for Luther's career and evidence for his theological development. The indulgences dispute (1514-18).
Broadening conflict (1518-19). Luther's excommunication (1520-21) -- Sect. 4. The implantation of the reformation in
Germany, Scandinavian lands and Swiss cantons. The Holy Roman Empire. Reformation and reaction in selected
German principalities. The Great Peasants' War (1524-26). The German reformation in its urban setting. Imperial
leagues. The reformation in Baltic lands. The reformation in Switzerland -- Sect. 5. Sectarian lineages. Radical
typologies. Early enthusiasts and lay preachers. Anabaptist persecution and diaspora. The anabaptist rising at Munster.
Spiritualists. Refugee radicals. Unitarian churches.
A revolutionary look at Martin Luther, the Reformation, and the birth of publishing, on the eve of the Reformation's 500th
anniversary When Martin Luther posted his "theses" on the door of the Wittenberg church in 1517, protesting corrupt
practices, he was virtually unknown. Within months, his ideas spread across Germany, then all of Europe; within years,
their author was not just famous, but infamous, responsible for catalyzing the violent wave of religious reform that would
come to be known as the Protestant Reformation and engulfing Europe in decades of bloody war. Luther came of age
with the printing press, and the path to glory of neither one was obvious to the casual observer of the time. Printing was,
and is, a risky business--the questions were how to know how much to print and how to get there before the competition.
Pettegree illustrates Luther's great gifts not simply as a theologian, but as a communicator, indeed, as the world's first
mass-media figure, its first brand. He recognized in printing the power of pamphlets, written in the colloquial German of
everyday people, to win the battle of ideas. But that wasn't enough--not just words, but the medium itself was the
message. Fatefully, Luther had a partner in the form of artist and businessman Lucas Cranach, who together with
Wittenberg's printers created the distinctive look of Luther's pamphlets. Together, Luther and Cranach created a product
that spread like wildfire--it was both incredibly successful and widely imitated. Soon Germany was overwhelmed by a
blizzard of pamphlets, with Wittenberg at its heart; the Reformation itself would blaze on for more than a hundred years.
Publishing in advance of the Reformation's 500th anniversary, Brand Luther fuses the history of religion, of printing, and
of capitalism--the literal marketplace of ideas--into one enthralling story, revolutionizing our understanding of one of the
pivotal figures and eras in human history.
For centuries following the spread of Islam, the Middle East was far ahead of Europe. Yet, the modern economy was
born in Europe. Why was it not born in the Middle East? In this book Jared Rubin examines the role that Islam played in
this reversal of fortunes. It argues that the religion itself is not to blame; the importance of religious legitimacy in Middle
Eastern politics was the primary culprit. Muslim religious authorities were given an important seat at the political
bargaining table, which they used to block important advancements such as the printing press and lending at interest. In
Europe, however, the Church played a weaker role in legitimizing rule, especially where Protestantism spread (indeed,
the Reformation was successful due to the spread of printing, which was blocked in the Middle East). It was precisely in
those Protestant nations, especially England and the Dutch Republic, where the modern economy was born.
A study of the European Reformation from 1500 to 1610. It is designed to fulfil the AS and A Level specifications in place
from September 2000. The AS section deals with narrative and explanation of the topic. The A2 section reflects the
different demands of the higher level examination.
Recent decades have witnessed the fragmentation of Reformation studies. High-level research has tended to be confined within
specific geographical, confessional or chronological boundaries. By bringing together scholars working on a wide variety of topics,
this volume aims to counteract this centrifugal trend and to provide a broad perspective on the impact of the European reformation.
The essays present new research from historians of politics, of the church and of belief. Their geographical scope ranges from
Scotland and England via France and Germany to Transylvania and their chronological span from the 1520s to the 1690s.
Together, they demonstrate that movements for religious reform left no sphere of European life untouched.
In a work that is as much about the present as the past, Brad Gregory identifies the unintended consequences of the Protestant
Reformation and traces the way it shaped the modern condition over the course of the following five centuries. A hyperpluralism of
religious and secular beliefs, an absence of any substantive common good, the triumph of capitalism and its driver,
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consumerism—all these, Gregory argues, were long-term effects of a movement that marked the end of more than a millennium
during which Christianity provided a framework for shared intellectual, social, and moral life in the West. Before the Protestant
Reformation, Western Christianity was an institutionalized worldview laden with expectations of security for earthly societies and
hopes of eternal salvation for individuals. The Reformation’s protagonists sought to advance the realization of this vision, not
disrupt it. But a complex web of rejections, retentions, and transformations of medieval Christianity gradually replaced the religious
fabric that bound societies together in the West. Today, what we are left with are fragments: intellectual disagreements that
splinter into ever finer fractals of specialized discourse; a notion that modern science—as the source of all truth—necessarily
undermines religious belief; a pervasive resort to a therapeutic vision of religion; a set of smuggled moral values with which we try
to fertilize a sterile liberalism; and the institutionalized assumption that only secular universities can pursue knowledge. The
Unintended Reformation asks what propelled the West into this trajectory of pluralism and polarization, and finds answers deep in
our medieval Christian past.
Catholics, Calvinists, Mennonites, Arminians, Libertines--the Dutch Republic has always been renowned for its religious diversity.
This book asks a simple but novel question: why did individual Dutch believers decide to join, or not to join, one of the many
churches, and what consequences did these decisions have for their lives? It addresses this problem through the unique collection
of autobiographical writings by the Utrecht lawyer Arnoldus Buchelius (1565-1641). Raised a Catholic, he was for some time
without any religious affiliation, then became a Libertine Protestant, and ultimately developed into a committed ContraRemonstrant Calvinist. Judith Pollmann argues that it is important to understand religious choice as a response to anxieties about
the salvation of a society undergoing rapid change. She demonstrates how Dutch believers' approach to church membership
enabled them to combine strong confessional partisanship with an ongoing ability to appreciate the piety of individuals of other
churches, and thus proposes a new explanation for the absence of religious violence in a multi-confessional society.
The Reformation transformed Europe, and left an indelible mark on the modern world. It began as an argument about what
Christians needed to do to be saved, but rapidly engulfed society in a series of fundamental changes. This Very Short Introduction
provides a lively and up-to-date guide to the process. It explains doctrinal debates in a clear and non-technical way, but is equally
concerned to demonstrate the effects the Reformation had on politics, society, art, and minorities. Peter Marshall argues that the
Reformation was not a solely European phenomenon, but that varieties of faith exported from Europe transformed Christianity into
a truly world religion. The complex legacy of the Reformation is also assessed; its religious fervour produced remarkable stories of
sanctity and heroism, and some extraordinary artistic achievements, but violence, holy war, and martyrdom were equally its
products. A paradox of the Reformation - that it intensified intolerance while establishing pluralism - is one we still wrestle with
today. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
This study is an exploration of lived religion and gender across the Reformation, from the 14th–18th centuries. Combining
conceptual development with empirical history, the authors explore these two topics via themes of power, agency, work, family,
sainthood and witchcraft. By advancing the theoretical category of ‘experience’, Lived Religion and Gender reveals multiple
femininities and masculinities in the intersectional context of lived religion. The authors analyse specific case studies from both
medieval and early modern sources, such as secular court records, to tell the stories of both individuals and large social groups.
By exploring lived religion and gender on a range of social levels including the domestic sphere, public devotion and spirituality,
this study explains how late medieval and early modern people performed both religion and gender in ways that were vastly
different from what ideologists have prescribed. Lived Religion and Gender covers a wide geographical area in western Europe
including Italy, Scandinavia and Finland, making this study an invaluable resource for scholars and students concerned with the
history of religion, the history of gender, the history of the family, as well as medieval and early modern European history.
Rediscover the Reformations in Europe with this insightful and comprehensive new edition of a long-time favorite Amongst the
authoritative works covering the European Reformation, Carter Lindberg’s The European Reformations has stood the test of time.
Widely used in classrooms around the world for over twenty-five years, the first two editions of the book were enjoyed and
acclaimed by students and teachers alike. Now, the revised and updated Third Edition of The European Reformations continues
the author’s work to sketch the various efforts to reform received expressions of faith and their social and political effects, both
historical and modern. He has expanded his coverage of women in the Reformations and added a chapter on reforms in EastCentral Europe. Comprehensively covering all of Europe, The European Reformations provides an in-depth exploration of the
Reformations’ effects on a wide variety of countries. The author discusses: The late Middle Ages and the historical context in
which the Reformations gained a foothold Martin Luther, the theological and pastoral responses to insecurity, and the theological
implications of those responses The implementation of reforms in Wittenberg, Germany Zwingli’s reform program, the
Reformation in Zurich, Switzerland, and the impact of medieval sacramental theology The Genevan Reformation and “The Most
Perfect School of Christ” Perfect for undergraduate and graduate students in courses on Reformation studies, history, religion,
and theology, this edition of The European Reformations also belongs on the bookshelves of theological seminary students and
anyone with a keen interest in the Reformation and its ongoing impact on faith and society.
Celebrating the fortieth anniversary of this seminal book, this new edition includes an illuminating foreword by Carlos Eire and
Ronald K. Rittges The seeds of the swift and sweeping religious movement that reshaped European thought in the 1500s were
sown in the late Middle Ages. In this book, Steven Ozment traces the growth and dissemination of dissenting intellectual trends
through three centuries to their explosive burgeoning in the Reformations—both Protestant and Catholic—of the sixteenth century.
He elucidates with great clarity the complex philosophical and theological issues that inspired antagonistic schools, traditions, and
movements from Aquinas to Calvin. This masterly synthesis of the intellectual and religious history of the period illuminates the
impact of late medieval ideas on early modern society. With a new foreword by Carlos Eire and Ronald K. Rittgers, this modern
classic is ripe for rediscovery by a new generation of students and scholars.
A fully revised and updated version of this authoritative account of the birth of the Protestant traditions in sixteenth-century Europe,
providing a clear and comprehensive narrative of these complex and many-stranded events.
This fast-paced survey of Western civilization’s transition from the Middle Ages to modernity brings that tumultuous period vividly
to life. Carlos Eire, popular professor and gifted writer, chronicles the two-hundred-year era of the Renaissance and Reformation
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with particular attention to issues that persist as concerns in the present day. Eire connects the Protestant and Catholic
Reformations in new and profound ways, and he demonstrates convincingly that this crucial turning point in history not only
affected people long gone, but continues to shape our world and define who we are today. The book focuses on the vast changes
that took place in Western civilization between 1450 and 1650, from Gutenberg’s printing press and the subsequent revolution in
the spread of ideas to the close of the Thirty Years’ War. Eire devotes equal attention to the various Protestant traditions and
churches as well as to Catholicism, skepticism, and secularism, and he takes into account the expansion of European culture and
religion into other lands, particularly the Americas and Asia. He also underscores how changes in religion transformed the Western
secular world. A book created with students and nonspecialists in mind, Reformations is an inspiring, provocative volume for any
reader who is curious about the role of ideas and beliefs in history.
Recent decades have witnessed the fragmentation of Reformation studies, with high-level research confined within specific
geographical, confessional or chronological boundaries. By bringing together scholars working on a wide variety of topics, this
volume counteracts this centrifugal trend and provides a broad perspective on the impact of the European reformation. The essays
present new research from historians of politics, of the church and of belief. Their geographical scope ranges from Scotland and
England via France and Germany to Transylvania and their chronological span from the 1520s to the 1690s Considering the
impact of the Reformation on political culture and examining the relationship between rulers and ruled; the book also examines the
church and its personnel, another sphere of life that was entirely transformed by the Reformation. Important aspects of knowledge
and belief are discussed in terms of scientific knowledge and technological progress, juxtaposed with analyses of elite and popular
belief, which demonstrates the limitations of Weber's notion of the disenchantment of the world. Together they indicate the diverse
directions in which Reformation scholarship is now moving, while reminding us of the need to understand particular developments
within a broader European context; demonstrating that movements for religious reform left no sphere of European life untouched.
How could the Protestant Reformation take off from a tiny town in the middle of Saxony, which contemporaries regarded as a mud
hole? How could a man of humble origins who was deeply scared by the devil become a charismatic leader and convince others
that the pope was the living Antichrist? Martin Luther founded a religion which up to this day determines many people's lives in
intimate ways, as did Jean Calvin in Geneva one generation later. This is the first book which uses the approaches of new cultural
history to describe how Reformation Europe came about and what it meant.
Give your students the best chance of success with this tried and tested series, combining in-depth analysis, engaging narrative
and accessibility. Access to History is the most popular, trusted and wide-ranging series for A-level History students. This title: Supports the content and assessment requirements of the 2015 A-level History specifications - Contains authoritative and
engaging content - Includes thought-provoking key debates that examine the opposing views and approaches of historians Provides exam-style questions and guidance for each relevant specification to help students understand how to apply what they
have learnt This title is suitable for a variety of courses including: - AQA: The Reformation in Europe, c1500-1564 - Edexcel:
Luther and the German Reformation c.1515-55 - OCR: The German Reformation and the rule of Charles V 1500-1559
In this widely praised history, noted scholar James D. Tracy offers a comprehensive, lucid, and masterful exploration of early
modern Europe's key turning point. Establishing a new standard for histories of the Reformation, Tracy explores the complex
religious, political, and social processes that made change possible, even as he synthesizes new understandings of the profound
continuities between medieval Catholic Europe and the multi-confessional sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. This revised
edition includes new material on Eastern Europe, on how ordinary people experienced religious change, and on the pluralistic
societies that began to emerge. Reformation scholars have in recent decades dismantled brick by brick the idea that the Middle
Ages came to an abrupt end in 1517. Martin Luther's Ninety-five Theses fitted into an ongoing debate about how Christians might
better understand the Gospel and live its teachings more faithfully. Tracy shows how Reformation-era religious conflicts tilted the
balance in church-state relations in favor of the latter, so that the secular power was able to dictate the doctrinal loyalty of its
subjects. Religious reform, Catholic as well as Protestant, reinforced the bonds of community, while creating new divisions within
towns, villages, neighborhoods, and families. In some areas these tensions were resolved by allowing citizens to profess loyalty
both to their separate religious communities and to an overarching body-politic. This compromise, a product of the Reformations,
though not willed by the reformers, was the historical foundation of modern, pluralistic society. Richly illustrated and elegantly
written, this book belongs in the library of all scholars, students, and general readers interested in the origins, events, and legacy
of Europe's Reformation.
Assessing early modern literature and England’s Long Reformation, this book challenges the notion that the English Reformation
ended in the sixteenth century, or even by the seventeenth century. Contributions by literary scholars and historians of religion put
these two disciplines in critical conversation with each other, in order to examine a complex, messy, and long-drawn-out process
of reformation that continued well beyond the significant political and religious upheavals of the sixteenth century. The aim of this
conversation is to generate new perspectives on the constant remaking of the Reformation—or Reformations, as some scholars
prefer to characterize the multiple religious upheavals and changes, both Catholic and Protestant—of the early modern period. This
interdisciplinary book makes a major contribution to debates about the nature and length of England’s Long Reformation. Early
Modern Literature and England’s Long Reformation is essential reading for scholars and students considering the
interconnections between literature and religion in the early modern period. The chapters in this book were originally published as
a special issue of the journal Reformation.
Over the last twenty years research on the Reformation in Germany has shifted both chronologically and thematically toward an
interest in the ’long’ or ’delayed’ Reformations, and the structure and operation of the Holy Roman Empire. Whilst this focus has
resulted in many fascinating new insights, it has also led to the relative neglect of the early Reformation movement. Put together
with the explicit purpose of encouraging scholars to reengage with the early ’storm years’ of the German Reformation, this
collection of eleven essays by Tom Scott, explores several issues in the historiography of the early Reformation which have not
been adequately addressed. The debate over the nature and function of anticlericalism remains unresolved; the mainsprings of
iconoclasm are still imperfectly understood; the ideological role of evangelical doctrines in stimulating and legitimising popular
rebellion - above all in the German Peasants’ War - remains contentious, while the once uniform view of Anabaptism has given
way to a recognition of the plurality and diversity of religious radicalism. Equally, there are questions which, initially broached, have
then been sidelined with undue haste: the failure of Reforming movements in certain German cities, or the perception of what
constituted heresy in the eyes of the Reformers themselves, and not least, the part played by women in the spread of evangelical
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doctrines. Consisting of seven essays previously published in scholarly journals and edited volumes, together with three new
chapters and an historical afterword, Scott’s volume serves as a timely reminder of the importance of the early decades of the
sixteenth century. By reopening seemingly closed issues and by revisiting neglected topics the volume contributes to a more
nuanced understanding of what the Reformation in Germany entailed.
The Long European ReformationRed Globe PressThe Long European ReformationReligion, Political Conflict and the Search for
Conformity, 1350-1750The Long European ReformationReligion, Political Conflict and the Search for Confirmity,
1350-1750Palgrave Macmillan
A classic account of the Reformation, revealing the issues and preoccupations which seemed central to the age and portraying its leading
figures with vigour and realism. The book is an analysis of the religious, economic, cultural and political history of Europe during the period of
the Reformation. Author G. R. Elton examines the history of the period through the interrelationships between different forces in Europe at the
time, such as the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V, the Papacy, reformers such as Martin Luther, John Calvin, Martin Bucer and Zwingli, and
explores the resultant Counter-Reformation and the beginnings of European colonisation of other parts of the world such as South America.
Its central focus is upon the conflict between Luther and Charles V. “A masterly survey by a fine historian. He has gone to great pains to
understand and do justice to the theological side, and if political history is still his strength there is no doubt that this paperback in scholarship,
perspective and information far outweighs in value and importance most of the hard-bound studies of the 16th century in the last fifty
years.”—E. GORDON RUPP “It is extremely pleasant to welcome a new History of Europe series in which the inaugural volume is of such
high merit. Dr. Elton sets himself a difficult task; the result is a book written with the bold, subtle, assured pen of an accomplished
scholar.”—JOEL HURSTFIELD “Not since Ranke has any historian described the religious and political history of Central Europe during the
Reformation with as much insight and authority.”—H. G. KOENIGSBERGER, History (London) “Dr. Elton has put all students in his debt by
providing an up-to-date and highly readable account of the ecclesiastical, political, and social history of Europe during the vital years 1517 to
1559...This book can be unreservedly commended.”—C. W. DUGMORE, The Journal of Ecclesiastical History
This work provides a comprehensive and multi-facetted account of the Reformation in eastern and central Europe, drawing on extensive
archival research carried out by Continental and British scholars. Across a broad thematic, temporal and geographical range, the contributors
examine the cultural impact of the Reformation in Eastern Europe, the encounters between different confessions, and the blend of religious
and political pressures which shaped the path of Reformation in these lands. By making the fruits of their research accessible to a wider
audience, the contributors hope to emphasise the important role of eastern and central Europe on the early modern European scene.
This volume covers a period of major change that had a lasting impact on art, science, economics, political thought, and education. Rudolph
W. Heinze examines the various positions taken by medieval church reformers, explores the efforts of the leading reformer Martin Luther, and
emphasises how the reformations brought moral and doctrinal changes to Christianity, permanently altering the religious landscape, then and
now.
Using "lived religion" as its conceptual tool, this book explores how the Reformation showed itself in and was influenced by lay people's
everyday lives. It reinvestigates the character of the Reformation in what later became the heartlands of Lutheranism.
Covering a vast geographical and chronological span, and bringing new and exciting material to light, The Reformation and the Visual Arts
provides a unique overvie of religious images and iconoclasm, starting with the consequences of the Byzantine image controversy and
ending with the Eastern Orthodox churches of the nineteenth century. The author argues that the image question played a large role in the
divisions within European Protestantism and was intricately connected with the Eucharist controversy. He analyses the positions of the major
Protestant reformers - Luther, Zwingli, Calvin and Karlstadt - on the legitimacy of religious paintings and investigates iconoclasm both as a
form of religious and political protest and as a complex set of mock-revolutionary rites and denigration rituals. The book also contains new
research on relations between Protestant iconoclasm and the extreme icon-worship of the Eastern Orthodox churches, and provides a brief
discussion of Eastern protestantizing sects, especially in Russia.
In this established textbook, Wallace provides a succinct overview of the European Reformation, interweaving the influential events of the
religious reformation with the transformations of political institutions, socio-economic structures, gender relations and cultural values
throughout Europe. Examining the European Reformation as a long-term process, he reconnects the classic 16th century religious struggles
with the political and religious pressures confronting late medieval Christianity, and argues that the resolutions proposed by reformers such
as Luther were not fully realised for most Christians until the early 18th century. This new edition features a brand new chapter on the
Reformation from a global perspective, updated historiography, a new chronology, and updated material throughout, including on the
interrelationship between religion and politics after 1648.The Long European Reformation provides an even-handed and detailed account of
this complex topic, providing a clear overview that is perfect for undergraduate and postgraduate students of history and religious studies.
New to this Edition: - New chapter on the Reformation in global perspective - Incorporates new perspectives and current debates on Luther
and the place of the Reformation within Western history, including consideration of how people lived with their religious differences Expanded conclusion with references to the 500th anniversary and religious continuities
An expert re-interpretation of how religious toleration and conflict developed in early modern Europe.
In religious reforms, books and other forms of written communication play a dominant role, both for individuals as well as for groups. Covering
the period from the late Middle Ages to the early seventeenth century, the chapters of this volume reflect on the use of books in religious
reform movements and their impact on lay people and monastic communities. For those committed to religious renewal, books are the
necessary and often enthusiastically welcomed vehicles for the transmission of religious reform concepts. They are at the same time often
the objects of severe opposition and negative reactions in attempts at hindering or reversing religious reform for others. The researchers
make use of approaches from cultural history, book history and English studies, among others. Contributions range from theory and practices
of religious reform with special regard to the interaction between the laity and religious orders in their search for models of 'good religious
living' to research on the changing processes of communication from manuscript to print and their impact on religious renewal.

Peter G. Wallace interweaves the Reformation into the transformations of political institutions, socio-economic structures,
gender relations, and cultural values in Europe. The revised second edition now incorporates the latest research, as well
as a new chapter on the Reformation and Islam, expanded discussion of gender issues, and a glossary.
How could the Protestant Reformation take off from Wittenberg, a tiny town in Saxony, which contemporaries regarded
as a mud hole? And how could a man of humble origins, deeply scared by the devil, become a charismatic leader and
convince others that the Pope was the living Antichrist? Martin Luther founded a religion which to this day determines
many people's lives, as did Jean Calvin in Geneva one generation later. In this new edition of her best selling textbook,
Ulinka Rublack addresses these two tantalising questions. Including evidence from the period's rich material culture,
alongside a wealth of illustrations, this is the first textbook to use the approaches of the new cultural history to analyse
how Reformation Europe came about. Updated for the anniversary of the circulation of Luther's ninety-five theses,
Reformation Europe has been restructured for ease of teaching, and now contains additional references to 'radical'
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strands of Protestantism.
The Reformation was the seismic event in European history over the past 1000 years, and one which tore the medieval
world apart. Not just European religion, but thought, culture, society, state systems, personal relations - everything - was
turned upside down. Just about everything which followed in European history can be traced back in some way to the
Reformation and the Counter-Reformation which it provoked. The Reformation is where the modern world painfully and
dramatically began, and MacCulloch's great history of it is recognised as the best modern account.
Modern scholarship has effectively demonstrated that, far from being a knee-jerk reaction to the challenges of
Protestantism, the Catholic Reformation of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries was fuelled primarily by a desire
within the Church to reform its medieval legacy and to re-enthuse its institutions with a sense of religious zeal. In many
ways, both the Protestant and Catholic Reformations were inspired by the same humanist ideals and though ultimately
expressed in different ways, the origins of both movements can be traced back to the patristic revival of the fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries. Nevertheless, it is undeniable that many contemporaries, and subsequent historians, came to view
the Catholic Reformation as an attempt to challenge the Protestants and to cut the ground from beneath their feet. In this
new revised edition of Dr Wright's groundbreaking study of the Counter-Reformation, the wide panoply of the Catholic
Reformation is spread out and analysed within the political, religious, philosophical, scientific and cultural context of late
medieval and early modern Europe. In so doing, this book provides a fascinating guide to the many doctrinal and
interrelated social issues involved in the wholesale restructuring of religion that took place both within Western Europe
and overseas.
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