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St Kilda Island On The Edge Of The
World
In 1930 the last remnant of the population of the St
Kilda islands were evacuated to new homes on the
mainland, at their own request. 60 years later W.R.
Mitchell joined a working party of the National Trust
for Scotland to realise a boyhood ambition to visit the
islands. This is an account of his emotional and
challenging visit. It includes records, details and
pictures of the lives of the original islanders and their
harsh self-reliant life.
Island on the Edge of the WorldThe Story of St
KildaCanongate Books
This text is based on a collection of photographs
belonging to the late Lachlan MacDonald, who was
born on St Kilda in 1906, left at the evacuation in
1930, and died in 1991. They include many images
never before published of life on St Kilda before and
after the evacuation.
The daughter of a renowned murderer, Lady Grange
was hardly a conventional 18th-century lady. This
engaging account reveals the true story of her
political ties, fondness for drink, violent kidnapping,
and struggle for survival.
"The unsurpassable strangeness of the island
resides in the chasmic gulf between the naturally
evolved and the negligently created, between Scarp
and scrap, between the sublime and the
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substandard." - Jonathan MeadesWriter, journalist
and film-maker Jonathan Meades and photographer
Alex Boyd present a unique exploration of 'The Isle
of Rust', better known as Lewis and Harris.A decade
on from Meades' landmark series 'Off Kilter',
described by The Telegraph as 'a masterpiece',
Boyd returns to the island, spending two years
documenting the stunning landscapes of the Outer
Hebrides, a strange, sometimes rusty
paradise.Alongside Meades' insightful observations
and explorations of the island, Boyd's photography
captures the rugged and austere beauty of the place,
from the bays and mountains of Harris, to the
moorland shacks of Lewis.
*LONGLISTED FOR THE HIGHLAND BOOK PRIZE
2020* 'Desperately romantic, lyrically written and
with a fascinating plot' Katie Fforde Chrissie Gillies
comes from the last ever community to live on the
beautiful, isolated Scottish island of St Kilda.
Evacuated in 1930, she will never forget her life
there, nor the man she loved and lost who visited
one fateful summer a few years before. Fred Lawson
has been captured, beaten and imprisoned in Nazicontrolled France. Making a desperate escape
across occupied territory, one thought sustains him:
find Chrissie, the woman he should never have left
behind on that desolate, glorious isle. The Lost
Lights of St Kilda is a sweeping love story that
crosses oceans and decades, and a testament to the
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extraordinary power of hope in the darkest of times.
'A gorgeous, melancholy love story.' The Times 'An
undeniably haunting love story.' Sunday Times
In July 1935, Robert Atkinson and John Ainslie set
out on an ornithological search for the rare Leach's
Fork-tailed Petrel. Their search was to last for twelve
years and to take them from their Oxford base to
many of the remote and often deserted islands off
the North West coast of Scotland (including North
Uist, the Monarch Isles and St Kilda), to an almost
inaccessible North Rona and, their search rewarded,
beyond. Robert Atkinson's account of his twelve year
adventure provides a detailed and emotive
description of the wildlife and landscape of the
Hebridean outlanders. He recounts with clarity his
first sighting of a puffin, 'So brand new was this
unique first insight of puffins ... they might have been
of fresh creation: bright fantastic dolls but alive!', and
explains in detail the effort entailed in reaching the
most inaccessible of islands. But more than that he
records with compassion the primitive lifestyles of
the islanders, their living conditions, traditions and
histories and notes too the changes they witnessed
as the war years came and went. His writing has
inspired many of the later accounts of Hebridean
travel. Atkinson's account of his travels has
established itself as one of the greatest of all
memoirs of sailing in the Hebrides.
An account of life on a remote Scottish island, St Kilda, and
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its eventual evacuation. The island society existed almost
completely isolated from the mainstream of civilization for
more than 1000 years, until the 19th century, when
missionaries and tourists brought money, disease and
despotism.
67 rarely seen Magic Lantern hand coloured glass slides from
the 1880s depicting scenes from Oban to St. Kilda. The book
includes the original lecture notes and additional material by
Mark Butterworth.
Scottish Island Bagging by Helen and Paul Webster, founders
of Walkhighlands, is a guide to the magical islands of
Scotland. Focusing on the ninety-nine islands that have
regular trips or means of access for visitors, plus fifty-five
other islands which have no regular transport but are still of
significant size or interest, the authors have described the
best ways to experience each one. Of the islands featured,
many are household names – Skye, Lewis, Bute – while
some, such as the isolated St Kilda archipelago and the
remote Sula Sgeir, will be unknown to all but a hardcore few.
When it comes to things to see and do, the islands of
Scotland have it all. Wildlife enthusiasts can watch out for
otters, orcas and basking sharks, while birdwatchers in
particular are spoilt: look out for the rare corncrake on Islay,
sea eagles on Mull, or sight puffins, gannets, storm petrels
and many other seabirds on any number of islands – although
beware the divebombing bonxies. Foodies can sample Arran
or Westray cheese, the many islands’ world-renowned
seafood or learn about the whisky making process and
sample a wee dram on a distillery tour. While the human
history may not stretch back in time as far as the geology of
these ancient lands, it is rich and varied: visit the 5,000-yearold Neolithic village of Skara Brae on Orkney, or
Mackinnon’s Cave on Mull, following in the footsteps of
Samuel Johnson and James Boswell. You can even stay in
Page 4/15

Access Free St Kilda Island On The Edge Of The
World
the house on Jura where George Orwell wrote Nineteen
Eighty-Four. Hillwalkers can bag a Munro, walk the wild
clifftops or take in the sights, or you could just escape from it
all on one of the dozens of beautiful and deserted beaches –
before joining the locals for a ceilidh into the wee hours. Well
served by ferries and other transport links, getting around is
easy. You could even take the world’s shortest scheduled
flight. In Scottish Island Bagging, let Helen and Paul Webster
be your guides to these enchanting isles.
Situated at the westernmost point of the United Kingdom, the
spectacularly beautiful but utterly bleak island of St Kilda is
familiar to virtually nobody. A lonely archipelago off the coast
of Scotland, it is hard to believe that for over two thousand
years, men and women lived here, cut off from the rest of the
world. With a population never exceeding two hundred in its
history, the St Kildans were fiercely self-sufficient. An
intensely religious people, they climbed cliffs from childhood
and caught birds for food. Their sense of community was
unparalleled and isolation enveloped their day-to-day
existence. With the onset of the First World War, things
changed. For the very first time in St Kilda's history, daily
communication was established between the islanders and
the mainland. Slowly but surely, this marked the beginning of
the end of St Kilda and in August 1930, the island's remaining
36 inhabitants were evacuated. In this fascinating book, Tom
Steel tells the moving story of this vanished community and
how twentieth century civilization ultimately brought an entire
way of life to its knees.
A dazzling debut novel of love and loss, faith and atonement,
on an untamed nineteenth-century Scottish island. Exquisitely
written and profoundly moving, Island of Wings is a richly
imagined novel about two people struggling to keep their
love, and their family, alive in a place of extreme hardship and
unearthly beauty. Everything lies ahead for Lizzie and Neil
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McKenzie when they arrive at the St. Kilda islands in July of
1830. Neil is to become the minister to the small community
of islanders, and Lizzie-bright, beautiful, and devoted-is
pregnant with their first child. As the two adjust to life at the
edge of civilization, where the natives live in squalor and
babies perish mysteriously, their marriage-and their sanity-are
soon threatened.
Fitztroy Maclean was one of the real-life inspirations for superspy James Bond. After adventures in Soviet Russia before
the war, Maclean fought with the SAS in North Africa in 1942.
There he specialised in hair-raising commando raids behind
enemy lines, including the daring and outrageous kidnapping
of the German Consul in Axis-controlled Iraq. Maclean's
extraordinary adventures in the Western Desert and later
fighting alongside Tito's partisans in Yugoslavia are blistering
reading and show what it took to be a British hero who broke
the mould . . .
The Truth about St Kilda is a unique record of the isolated
way of life on St Kilda in the early part of the twentieth
century, based on seven handwritten notebooks written by
the Rev. Donald John Gillies, containing reminiscences of his
childhood on the island of Hirta. It provides a first-hand
account of the living conditions, social structure and economy
of the community in the early 1900s, before the evacuation of
the remaining residents in 1930. The memoirs describe in
some detail the St Kildans' way of life, including religious life
and the islanders' diet. The puritanical form of religion
practised on St Kilda has often been interpreted by outsiders
as austere and draconian, but Gillies' account of the
islanders' religious practices makes clear the important role
that these had in reinforcing the spiritual stamina of the
community. This book is a lasting tribute to the adaptability
and courage of a small Gaelic-speaking society which
endured through two millennia on a remote cluster of islands,
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until its way of life could no longer be sustained.
The almost legendary Finlay MacQueen (1862-1941) was a
man of two worlds: the remote archipelago of St Kilda - a
scattering of islands 45 miles west of Uist, in the Outer
Hebrides - and the much gentler landscape of Fife where he
spent his last few years. The book also deals with a
significant chapter in Scottish social history - the last days of
a 1000-year-old tradition of remote island life. In 1930, 36
islanders, the remnants of a proud, self-reliant population,
were evacuated to the mainland.
Islands have an irresistible attraction and an enduring appeal.
Naturalist Roger Lovegrove has visited many of the most
remote islands in the world, and in this book he takes the
reader to twenty that fascinate him the most. Some are
familiar but most are little known; they range from the stormbound island of South Georgia and the ice-locked Arctic
island of Wrangel to the wind-swept, wave-lashed Mykines
and St Kilda. The range is diverse and spectacular; and
whether distant, offshore, inhabited, uninhabited, tropical or
polar, each is a unique self-contained habitat with a delicatelybalanced ecosystem, and each has its own mystique and
ineffable magnetism. Central to each story is also the impact
of human settlers. Lovegrove recounts unforgettable tales of
human endeavour, tragedy, and heroism. But consistently, he
has to report on the mankind's negative impact on wildlife and
habitats — from the exploitation of birds for food to the
elimination of native vegetation for crops. By looking not only
at the biodiversity of each island, but also the uneasy
relationship between its wildlife and the involvement of man,
he provides a richly detailed account of each island, its
diverse wildlife, its human history, and the efforts of
conservationists to retain these irreplaceable sites.
Using a 'battered medium format camera' once belonging to
Fay Goodwin, Alex Boyd captures the archipelago of St Kilda
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in a new light, from a 21st century perspective. From the
crumbling Cold War military base to the wild beauty of the
natural landscape, this collection of photographs is both an
ode to the history of the islands and an insight into the
modern day lives of those who live and work on St Kilda
today.
The Truth about St Kilda is a unique record of the isolated
way of life on St Kilda in the early part of the twentieth
century, based on seven handwritten notebooks written by
the Rev. Donald Gillies, containing reminiscences of his
childhood on the island of Hirta. It provides a first-hand
account of the living conditions, social structure and economy
of the community in the early 1900s, before the evacuation of
the remaining residents in 1930. The memoirs describe in
some detail the St Kildans' way of life, including religious life
and the islanders' diet. The puritanical form of religion
practised on St Kilda has often been interpreted by outsiders
as austere and draconian, but Gillies' account of the
islanders' religious practices makes clear the important role
that these had in reinforcing the spiritual stamina of the
community. This book is a lasting tribute to the adaptability
and courage of a small Gaelic-speaking society which
endured through two millennia on a remote cluster of islands,
until its way of life could no longer be sustained.
The extraordinary story of the UK’s most gruelling and
spectacularly beautiful islands. Tom Steel’s acclaimed
portrait of the St Kildan’s lives is now updated in this
reissued edition.
An account of an exploration of Scotland's most far-flung
islands, with beautiful color photographs.
Longlisted for the Orange Prize for Fiction July, 1830. On the
ten-hour sail west from the Hebrides to the islands of St.
Kilda, everything lies ahead for Lizzie and Neil McKenzie. Neil
is to become the minister to the small community of islanders,
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and Lizzie, his new wife, is pregnant with their first child. As
the two adjust to life on an exposed archipelago on the edge
of civilization, where the natives live in squalor and subsist on
a diet of seabirds, and babies perish mysteriously in their first
week, their marriage -- and their sanity -- is threatened. Is
Lizzie a wilful temptress drawing him away from his faith? Is
Neil’s zealous Christianity unhinging into madness? And
who, or what, is haunting the moors and cliff-tops? Exquisitely
written and profoundly moving, Island of Wings is a richly
imagined novel about two people struggling to keep their
love, and their family, alive in a place of terrible hardship and
tumultuous beauty.

adt's new guide to the Outer Hebrides: The Western
Isles of Scotland, from Lewis to Barra, by experienced
writer and journalist Mark Rowe is the only full-size guide
to focus solely on the islands of Lewis, Harris, St Kilda,
North Uist, Benbecula, South Uist, Eriskay, Barra and
Vatersay. Masses of background information is included,
from geography and geology to art and architecture, with
significant coverage of wildlife, too, as well as all the
practical details you could need: when to visit, suggested
itineraries, public holidays and festivals, local culture,
plus accommodation and where to eat and drink.
Walkers, bird-watchers, wildlife photographers, beach
lovers and genealogists are all catered for, and this is an
ideal guide for those who travel simply with curious
minds to discover far-flung places of great cultural,
historical and wildlife interest. The Outer Hebrides is an
archipelago of 15 inhabited islands and more than 50
others that are free of human footprint. Huge variations
in landscape are found across the islands, from Lewisian
gneiss, which dates back almost three billion years, to
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rugged Harris with its magnificent sands running down its
western flanks and the windswept, undulating flatness
and jagged sea lochs of the Uists. This is a land where
Gaelic is increasingly spoken and ancient monuments
abound, where stunning seabird colonies and birds of
prey can be watched, and where the grassy coastal
zones known as the machair are transformed into
glorious carpets of wildfllowers in late spring and
summer. Whether visiting the Standing Stones of
Callanish, the Uig peninsula, Barra's Castle Bay, or
historic St Kilda, or if you just want to experience the
romance of the Sound of Harris, one of the most
beautiful ferry journeys in the world, Bradt's Outer
Hebrides: The Western Isles of Scotland, from Lewis to
Barra has all the information you need.
Forty miles out into the Atlantic from the western isles of
Scotland lies the archipelago of St Kilda. Home to human
populations for more than 4000 years, the islands
inhabitants were evacuated from the main island in 1930
leaving it as a haven for wildlife, a tourist destination and
workplace for those studying and monitoring the islands
ecology and its radar station built in the 1950s. Many of
those writing about St Kilda have emphasised the
remoteness and insularity of its environment, describing
its population as having endured a wretched and isolated
existence marooned on an archipelago miles from
civilisation. In this book Andrew Fleming challenges such
interpretations. His history of the islands reviews the
archaeological evidence for the first inhabitants before
2000 BC, how they lived and survived, and how they
became integrated into the wider world. Much of the
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book focuses on more recent times where documentary
sources relay in great detail the lives of St Kildans over
the past few centuries; how they farmed, administered
justice, took on communal responsibilities, their religious,
and other, beliefs, the impact of visitors to the islands,
and how events outside of the islands had an impact on
their lives. Described as a historical drama, this is an
excellent story of a remote island community which has
been mythologised by many commentators. Superb
photographs do much of the work of description.
For more than two thousand years the people of St Kilda
remained remote from the world. Their society was
viable, utopian even; but in the nineteenth century the
islands were discovered by missionaries, do-gooders
and tourists, who brought with them money, disease and
despotism. In 1930, the few remaining islanders were
evacuated, no longer able to support themselves. An
exploration of the life and death of the remote Hebridean
society, Island on the Edge of the World is a moving
account of human endeavour.
A Michael L. Printz Honor Book and Carnegie Medal
Winner! New from Geraldine McCaughrean comes an
extraordinary story of eight boys stranded on a rock in
the middle of the sea, left to fight for their survival. Every
time a lad went fowling on the stacs, he came home less
of a boy and more of a man. If he went home at all, that
is. Every summer Quill and his friends are put ashore on
a remote sea stac to hunt birds. But this summer, no one
arrives to take them home. Surely nothing but the end of
the world can explain why they’ve been
abandoned—cold, starving and clinging to life, in the grip
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of a murderous ocean. How will they survive such a
forsaken place of stone and sea? This is an
extraordinary story of fortitude, endurance, tragedy and
survival, set against an unforgettable backdrop of savage
beauty.
`As a reference source Haswell-Smith's book is
invaluable... a monumental labour of love that
communicates the author's own passion for island
hopping and combines it delightfully with his further
talents as a painter and artist.' Daily Telegraph Fully
revised and updated, this is the only book with detailed
information of every Scottish island and, for island
hoppers, the orginal definitive list of the 162 `Haswells'.
Beautifully illustrated with the author's own maps,
sketches and paintings, this wonderful guide will take
you everywhere, whether in dreams or afloat. From the
abandoned crofts of Mingulay and the standing stones of
Orkney to the white beaches of Colonsay and the
spectacular Cuillin of skye, this is the first complete
gazetteer to cover all of Scotland's many hundreds of
islands, including those which are uninhabited and those
which are notoriously difficult to reach. Packed with
information on access, anchorages, points of historical or
natural interest and things to do and see, this fascinating
compendium provides indispensible information for
touring, for browsing, for reference and for all of those
travellers who wish to experience some of the most
beautiful and remote places in the world. No other book
begins to emulate the range and depth of the information
contained in Illustrated with full colour artwork and relief
maps of all the main islands, this is both an impressive
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work of reference and a fascinating personal view of
Scotland's distant outposts.
Two brothers fight to save a group of soldiers on a rocky
island in the Hebrides in this haunting adventure by an
“exceptional” thriller master (TheGuardian). The island
of Laerg towers over the North Atlantic, a forbidding
black rock with cliffs impossible to climb, its farthest
heights wreathed in fog. It’s an inhospitable place,
whose last residents were forcibly evacuated in the
1930s, but Donald Ross, the artist son of an islander,
has spent his life imagining its rugged beauty. When he
finally comes home, however, the isle of his dreams may
become his tomb. Donald is searching for his brother,
Iain, believed lost at sea many years ago. He finds him
living under an assumed identity at the British army
outpost that now dominates Laerg. The weather soon
turns sour, and the moment to evacuate draws near, but
Iain delays. He’s seeking something on the rocky cliffs,
and to find it he will sacrifice his sanity, his men, and his
soul. Based on the Hebridean island of Hirta, Laerg is a
truly unique creation—a place so real, so tantalizing, so
utterly dangerous that readers will feel they have
traveled there, to feel the salt wind at their backs and the
bloody sand beneath their feet.
A classic work of social history and a moving account of
the destruction of a remote Scottish community
Norman John Gillies was one of the last children ever born on
St Kilda, five years before the whole population was
evacuated forever. People had lived on these islands for over
4000 years, developing a thriving, tightly-knit society. Why
and how did this ancient way of life suddenly cease in 1930?
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St Kilda is the most remote and smallest island of the
Hebrides of Scotland, in the Atlantic Ocean. The storms beat
it incessantly and is the realm of huge colonies of seabirds. It
was the cradle of a unique and rare civilization. Men were
strong and fragile at the same time, broken in all the
hardships, which for centuries they have lived with the little
that Nature gave them, almost only meat and bird feathers.
Bird-men have lived in harmony for centuries in isolation,
without laws or obligations, without wars or money.
Civilization disappeared in 1930. Perhaps this was the
mythical Utopia of Thomas More. St Kilda is a magical place,
today protected by the National Trust for Scotland, and a
Biosphere Reserve and World Heritage Site of UNESCO.
This book is an exciting journey through time and space. Most
enthusiasts will want to visit the place, for all the others, it will
remain a fascinating world to think and dream.
Few landscapes are as striking as that of the Hebrides, the
hundreds of small islands that speckle the waters off
Scotland’s northwest coast. The jagged, rocky cliffs and
roiling waves serve as a reminder of the islands’ dramatic
geological history, inspiring awe and dread in those drawn
there. With Britain at their back and facing the Atlantic, the
Hebrides were at the center of ancient shipping routes and
have a remarkable cultural history as well, as a meeting place
for countless cultures that interacted with a long, rich Gaelic
tradition. After years of hearing about Scotland as a place
deeply interwoven with the story of her family, Madeleine
Bunting was driven to see for herself this place so symbolic
and full of history. Most people travel in search of the
unfamiliar, to leave behind the comfort of what’s known to
explore some suitably far-flung corner of the globe. From the
first pages, it’s clear that Madeleine Bunting’s Love of
Country marks a different kind of journey—one where all paths
lead to a closer understanding of home, but a home bigger
Page 14/15

Access Free St Kilda Island On The Edge Of The
World
than Bunting’s corner of Britain, the drizzly, busy streets of
London with their scream of sirens and high-rise
developments crowding the sky. Over six years, Bunting
returned again and again to the Hebrides, fascinated by the
question of what it means to belong there, a question that on
these islands has been fraught with tenacious resistance and
sometimes tragedy. With great sensitivity, she takes readers
through the Hebrides’ history of dispossession and
displacement, a history that can be understand only in the
context of Britain’s imperial past, and she shows how the
Hebrides have been repeatedly used to define and imagine
Britain. In recent years, the relationship between Britain and
Scotland has been subject to its most testing scrutiny, and
Bunting’s travels became a way to reflect on what might be
lost and what new possibilities might lie ahead. For all who
have wondered how it might feel to stand face-out at the edge
of home, Love of Country is a revelatory journey through one
of the world’s most remote, beautiful landscapes that
encourages us to think of the many identities we wear as we
walk our paths, and how it is possible to belong to many
places while at the same time not wholly belonging to any.
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