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Ever since man first took to the air, combat aircraft have been at the cutting edge of aviation technology, resulting in
some of the greatest and most complex designs ever built. The World’s Greatest Military Aircraft features 52 of the most
important military aircraft of the last hundred years. The book includes all the main types, from biplane fighters and carrier
aircraft to tactical bombers, transport aircraft, multirole fighters, strategic strike aircraft and stealth bombers. Featured
aircraft include: the Fokker Dr.1 triplane, the legendary fighter flown by German flying ace Manfred von Richthofen, ‘the
Red Baron’, during World War I; the Mitsubishi A6M Zero, Japan’s highly-manoeuvrable fighter that dominated air-to-air
combat in the early part of the Pacific War; the tank-busting Il-2 Shturmovik, the most produced aircraft in World War II;
the Harrier jump jet, a vertical take-off and landing (VTOL) fighter that has been service for more than 40 years; the B-2
Spirit bomber, an American precision strike aircraft used in recent conflicts in Kosovo, Iraq and Afghanistan; and the F-22
Raptor, an air superiority fighter with state-of-the-art stealth technology that makes it almost invisible to radars. Each
entry includes a brief description of the model’s development and history, a profile view, key features and specifications.
Packed with more than 200 artworks and photographs, The World’s Greatest Military Aircraft is a colourful guide for the
military aviation enthusiast.
We visualize dashing and daring young men as the epitome of the pilots of the Second World War, yet amongst that elite
corps was one person who flew no less than 400 Spitfires and seventy-six different types of aircraft Ð and that person
was Mary Wilkins. Her story is one of the most remarkable and endearing of the war, as this young woman, serving as a
ferry pilot with the Air Transport Auxiliary, transported aircraft for the RAF, including fast fighter planes and huge fourengine bombers. On one occasion Mary delivered a Wellington bomber to an airfield, and as she climbed out of the
aircraft the RAF ground crew ran over to her and demanded to know where the pilot was! Mary said simply: ÔI am the
pilot!Õ Unconvinced the men searched the aircraft before they realized a young woman had indeed flown the bomber all
by herself. After the war she accepted a secondment to the RAF, being chosen as one of the first pilots, and one of only
three women, to take the controls of the new Meteor fast jet. By 1950 the farmer's daughter from Oxfordshire with a
natural instinct to fly became Europe's first female air commandant. In this authorized biography the woman who says
she kept in the background during her ATA years and left all the glamour of publicity to her colleagues, finally reveals all
about her action-packed career which spans almost a century of aviation, and her love for the skies which, even in her
nineties, never falters. She says: ÔI am passionate for anything fast and furious. I always have been since the age of
three and I always knew I would fly. The day I stepped into a Spitfire was a complete joy and it was the most natural thing
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in the world for me.Õ
In the furious skies of the Battle of Britain, one aircraft captured the imagination of the British people - it was the
Supermarine Spitfire. This diminutive and elegant fighter represented the last hope against invasion by Hitler's
unstoppable Blitzkrieg. Reginald Mitchell's innovative design was born of racing seaplanes built to win the Schneider
Trophy - the most famous air races of the Twenties and Thirties. The Mk I first flew in 1936 and the type entered RAF
service in 1938. Wartime development was rapid. Part of the success story was the Rolls-Royce Merlin engine. As this
improved, so did the Spit. The Mk V was built in greater numbers than any other model and provided Fighter Command's
backbone during 1941-42. This is the perfect introductory book for the general reader, enthusiast and modeler alike
wishing to find a succinct yet detailed introduction to the design and history of the Spitfire. Why was the aircraft
conceived? What was it like to fly on a mission? Who were the people who designed it and became famous for flying it?
What were its virtues and vices? These and many more questions are answered here, plus a host of illustrations that
show variations of color schemes used in different operational theatres and rare photographs taken when the heat was
on.
This book examines the reality behind the myths of the legendary RAF fighter aces during the Battle of Britain. The
accounts of the experiences of fighter pilots are based on archival research, diaries, letters, published and unpublished
memoirs and personal interviews with veterans.
This book focuses on those American fighter projects of WWII that never reached combat forces, or only in a very limited
manner. The book illuminates little known or minimally documented aircraft and projects that significantly advanced
fighter design that never went into full-rate production and deployment.
As an American pilot joining the RAF during World War Two, you’ll experience many ups and downs, and no doubt
you’ll discover what a ‘Mae West’ is for! Get used to the lingo, commands and controls, otherwise it’s time to bail out!
Educational, informative and engaging, this book teaches children the risks taken and sacrifices made in World War II
and puts the reader at the centre of the action. This title in the best-selling children’s history series, You Wouldn't Want
To…, features full-colour illustrations which combine humour and accurate technical detail and a narrative approach
placing readers at the centre of the history, encouraging them to become emotionally-involved with the characters and
aiding their understanding of what life would have been like as a World War Two pilot. Informative captions, a complete
glossary and an index make this title an ideal introduction to the conventions of information books for young readers. It is
an ideal text for Key Stage 2 shared and guided reading and helps achieve the goals of the Scottish Standard Curriculum
5-14.
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The narrative description and condensed history of the Spitfire’s construction, combat career and post-war service,
bought together to tell the complete, concise history of the world’s most famous aircraft of all time and undoubtedly the
finest fighter of World War 2. When Spitfire at War first appeared in 1974, it enjoyed critical acclaim, for the aircraft had
never been described in such terms and detail before. It was followed by a second volume in 1985 and a third volume in
1990. All three volumes sold well and are hailed as classic works on the subject. These important works have been out of
print for more than a decade, thereby denying them to the current breed of aviation buffs. The time has come to re-issue
the three books as a single volume, the author ‘cherry-picking’ the choice cuts to produce the finest title on the mighty
and beloved Spitfire.
The Hawker Hurricane was the first modern British fighter before the outbreak of World War II. Until 1941 the Hurricane
was the most widely used combat aircraft from the Royal Air Force and the one that bore the brunt of the first clashes
with aircraft of the Luftwaffe in the skies of France and Britain. Almost 3,000 aircraft of this type were delivered to the
USSR, for the law Rentals & Loans, but the Soviet pilots were generally very critical of the fighter Hawker, considered
inferior, not only to the German fighters, but also its. First fighter monoplane of the RAF, the first aircraft equipped with
eight machine guns, was the plane means available in greater numbers to counter the waves of attack by the Luftwaffe
during the Battle of Britain. Available in twenty-six departments in the early summer of 1940, to August, there were thirtytwo against nineteen Spitfire. Piloted by aces like Douglas Bader that made him a legend, the Hawker Hurricane Mk I,
although less than the Bf 109-E, however, he proved to be a horse race, and especially at high altitudes could be more
maneuverable and thus, to this, more suitable bomber hunter. "His majesty the Spitfire". This airplane is an air legend, a
real brand, and his image is inextricably linked to the British victory in the Battle of Britain. It is one of the few, perhaps
the only one, whose name evokes some images even in a profane things of historical aviation. Excellent defensive
machine, heavily armed, very agile, climbing fast, but the lack of range and of sufficient load capacity has not helped in
the war below. The Spitfire name was suggested by Sir Robert MacLean, director of Vickers-Armstrongs at the time, who
called his daughter Ann "a little spitfire," a saying Elizabethan to indicate a person impetuous.
Through a wealth of photographs and color illustrations and an informed narrative, Blue Skies, Orange Wings documents
the surprisingly strong role of Dutch aircraft, airmen, designers, and airlines in world aviation in the first half of the
twentieth century. In this beautiful book Ryan Noppen offers the most thorough study of the early years of Dutch
commercial and military aviation published in the English language. He examines the famed Fokker airliners, the
development of Dutch national airline KLM, and their impact on the world in the pioneering days of flight, including a
number of notable individuals -- Charles Lindbergh, Henry Ford, Amelia Earhart, and more.
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As the first Spitfire variant to see extensive service outside of Britain, the Mk V fought the Axis alliance over the deserts
of North Africa, the waters of the Mediterranean and the vast expanses of the Indian Ocean off the northern coast of
Australia. Initially produced in haste to combat the arrival of new German fighters (the Bf 109F and the Fw 190) on the
Channel front, the Mk V had been created simply by pairing a Mk I or II fuselage with the new Merlin 45 engine - so
successfully that some 6479 airframes were eventually built. Although often outclassed (particularly on the Channel front
by the Fw 190) by later generation fighters, the Mk V nevertheless proved to be a worthy opponent when flown by pilots
of the calibre of Malan, Tuck, Johnson, Beurling, Caldwell and Duke, who all enjoyed success with it thanks to its agility
and increased armament.
Once production of the Spitfire Mk.I was underway, an improved version was looked at based around the 1175hp Merlin
XII. The Spitfire Mk.II, or Supermarine 329 as its constructor named it, was born. Great hopes were placed in this new
version as an order for 1000 aircraft was placed on 12 April 1939, before the mark’s first flight, for serials P7280 –
P8799. This production run was launched at Castle Bromwich in Birmingham, the new Supermarine production line. The
first aircraft were delivered in June 1940 and the Spitfire Mk.II included all improvements and refine¬ments added to the
Spitfire Mk.I. Deliveries continued up to July 1941. The Mk.II entered service, in the midst of the Battle of Britain, first with
66 Squadron and progressively, the Spitfire Mk.II became standard equipment across Fighter Command with no less
than 56 squadrons known to have been equipped, fully or partially, with the mark. Peak usage was reached during the
summer of 1941, but, from the autumn of that year, it began to be withdrawn from first line units in favour of the Mk.V.
Among the squadrons equipped with the Spitfire Mk II, there were the squadrons manned by men coming from Southern
Rhodesia, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and from the USA with the famous Eagle squadrons. Illustrated with 30
photographs and six colour profiles.
This aviation handbook is intended to provide the reader with a quick reference to identify the military aircraft flown by the
Royal Canadian Air Force, the Royal Canadian Navy and the Canadian Army during the Second World War. The
handbooks in this series include a general description and a photograph from the Canadian Forces Archives of at least
one of the key variants or marks of each aircraft that has been in Canadian service or used by Canadian servicemen
overseas. Each aircraft is listed alphabetically by manufacturer, number and type. General details describing the
aircraft’s engines, service ceiling, speed, armament or weapons load are included, along with a brief description of the
Canadian or allied squadron in which Canadian aircrews used the aircraft operationally. This is the third volume in the
series. It describes fighters, bombers and patrol aircraft flown by Canadians during the war. A list of museums, private
aircraft collections and other locations where survivors preserved and displayed is also included. The handbook is not a
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definitive list of all Canadian-manufactured or operated aircraft, but it should serve as a quick reminder of the major
examples flown on duty for anyone with an interest in Canadian military aviation.
The English Electric Lightning was the only single-seat supersonic interceptor fighter designed and manufactured in the
UK. It saw service with the RAF in the sixties and seventies and gained a worthy reputation for its speed ( in excess of
Mach 2 ) and phenomenal rate of climb. It was, however, a not entirely reliable aeroplane and over fifty were lost during
its operational career. In this book, the author has gathered together 16 personal accounts of what it was like to fly the
Lightning, thrilling stories that convey the immense brute power of the machine and also its many pitfalls. It will enthrall
the enormous following the aircraft still enjoys. Two are now flying in South Africa and four are being restored to flightworthy condition in the UK. To see a Lightning take off and climb vertically until it vanishes into the sky is one of the most
spectacular sights in aviation.
The Lavochkin fighters remain little known in the West, although with the Yakovlev fighter series they were the backbone
of the Red Air Force fighter force during the Second World War. The author rectifies that with this comprehensive history
of these fighters. With this book he describes in great detail the three main variants of the Lavochkin fighter series during
the Second World War: the only partially successful LaGG-3 inline-engined fighter, the successful radial-engined La-5
fighter, and the superb radial engined La-7 fighter, one of the best piston-engined fighter aircraft of the entire Second
World War. Both the design and history of these fighters are featured, including how the mediocre inline engined LaGG-3
was turned into a top notch fighter by the replacement of the Klimov inline engine by the Shvetsov M-82 radial engine.
Besides describing the wartime designs he includes a section on the postwar successors to the Second World War
fighters, the completely new all metal La-9 and La-11, which saw extensive postwar service. Accurate color profiles
illustrate all variants.
The Spitfire XVI is one of the Spitfire mark to have been so far little covered in depth. It was actually a Mk. IX engined
with an American built Packard engine but otherwise it was very familar to a IX. Used in the fighter-bomber role, from the
UK with the Fighter Command or from the Continent with the 2 TAF, one of the main task given to the XVI would be the
destruction of the V-2 sites located in Holland. This book gives the details of the operations carried out by the British
squadrons, Nos. 66, 74, 127, 229, 602 and 603. This study doesn't continue beyond the summer 1945. Thirty photos and
5 colour profiles.
Soviet bombers were a varied lot during the Second World War, ranging from single-engined biplanes such as the 1920's
era Polikarpov U-2 to the excellent and modern twin-engined Tu-2 medium bomber. Although the use of four-engined
strategic bombers was mostly limited to use of the huge Pe-8 bomber, the Soviets used many other aircraft for both
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strategic and tactical bombing. As the bombers of the Red Air Force were mainly tasked with supporting the Red Army,
most of the bombers were used for tactical bombing, attacking tanks, troop convoys, trains, and airfields. This book will
deal with both strategic bombers and tactical bombers, but will concentrate on the smaller tactical bombers, as this is
where the Red Air Force's emphasis lay. Such types as the Il-4, the Su-2, the aforementioned Tu-2, and the most
important bomber of all, the Il-2 Shturmovik attack bomber, will be described in great detail, including not only details on
the aircraft themselves, but how they were deployed in combat. The one truly strategic bomber, the Pe-8, will not be
forgotten, and neither will the comparatively tiny U-2 biplane, which was so effective in its use as a night-time "nuisance"
raider that the Germans copied the tactic wholesale. Accurate colour profiles in some number will accompany the text in
this comprehensive work on Soviet bombers.
Ever since man first took to the air, combat aircraft have been at the cutting edge of aviation technology, resulting in some of the greatest and
most complex designs ever built. The World’s Greatest Military Aircraft features 52 of the most important military aircraft of the last hundred
years, including everything from biplane fighters and carrier aircraft to tactical bombers, transport aircraft, multirole fighters, strategic strike
aircraft, and stealth bombers. Each entry includes a brief description of the model’s development and history, a profile view, key features,
and specifications. Packed with more than 200 artworks and photographs, this is a colorful guide for the military aviation enthusiast.
A highly illustrated study of aerial combat over the Channel in 1940-42 as the Battle of Britain abated, featuring two of World War II's most
famous fighters--the Spitfire and the Bf 109.
This first of three volumes traces the history of 72 Fighter Squadron, one of the premier squadrons in the Royal Air Force. The aircraft flown,
operational personnel and missions flown are fully described with firsthand accounts from pilots and both air and ground crew.Having been
first established in 1917 the squadron was disbanded in February 1918. It was re-formed in February 1937 from B Flight of 1 Squadron and
was equipped with Gloster Gladiators. In 1939 it was re-equipped with Spitfires which were used in air defense and convoy protection sorties
following the start of the war. In 1940 the squadron moved to assist in the evacuation of Dunkirk. During The Battle of Britain, 72 spent the
early days at RAF Acklington as part of 13 Group before moving south during September to assist the main defense force. The squadron
then flew penetration Circus missions over occupied Europe with the intention of causing havoc to the German forces and also to lure
German fighters into combat.
Ever wondered how many aircraft were converted into Japanese Zeroes and torpedo bombers for Tora! Tora! Tora! or how French Gazelle
helicopters were modified for the title role in Blue Thunder? This first of its kind reference book lists aircraft featured in 350 films and
television shows, providing brief individual histories, film locations, serial numbers and registrations. Aircraft are also cross-referenced by
manufacturer. Appendices provide brief bios on pilots and technicians, information on aircraft collections owned by Tallmantz Aviation and
Blue Max Aviation and film credits for U.S. aircraft carriers.
The Spitfire is one of the most legendary fighter planes of the Second World War. More than 22,000 were made and it saw action on all fronts
where the RAF was engaged. This aircraft was constantly updated throughout its career and there were no less than fourteen different
versions and three generations of Spitfire which were put into service between 1938 and 1946.
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A detailed study of the operations of the Spitfire Mk.V in the Far East.Introduced in the Far East at the end of 1943, the Spitfire played a
major role in the following months. With plenty of photographs and first hand material. Includes three colour profiles, printable as a poster.
This informative guide describes colors and markings for U.S. Army Air Force fighters in the European and Mediterranean theaters of WWII.
With more than 300 illustrations and 140 photographs, the book makes an excellent reference for modelers and aviation buffs alike.
1:72, 1:48 and 1:32 individual markings for 8 various Spitfires, each depicted on beautifully drawn 4-view color profiles The selection contains
profiles of the following aircraft: - Spitfire Mk Vb (R6923) coded QJ-S of No. 92 Squadron RAF, flown by F/O Alan Wright, Biggin Hill, April
1941, - Spitfire Mk Vb (W3579) coded OU-Q of No. 485 Squadron RNZAF, flown by W/C Edgar Norman Ryder, Dunkirk, 31 October 1941, Spitfire Mk Vb (AB276) coded RY-K of No. 313 (Czechoslovak) Squadron RAF, flown by F/L V‡clav H‡jek, Hornchurch, April 1942, - Spitfire
Mk Vb (P8742) coded WX-A of No. 302 (Polish) Squadron RAF, Harrowbeer, April 1942, - Spitfire Mk Vb (BM579) coded FN-B of No. 331
(Norwegian) Squadron RAF, flown by F/L Rolf Arne Berg, Manston, early July 1942, - Spitfire Mk Vb (EN908) coded GW-Y of No. 340
(French) Squadron RAF (Le groupe de chasse 'ële-de-France'), flown by Capt. Francois de Labouchere, Hornchurch, August 1942, - Spitfire
Mk Vb (EP829) coded T-N of No. 249 (Gold Coast) Squadron RAF, flown by its CO S/L John Joseph Lynch Jnr., Krendi, late April 1943, Spitfire Mk Vb Trop (ER187) coded WZ-C of 309th Fighter Squadron USAAF, flown by its CO Maj. Frank A. Hill, La Senia, May 1943. About
Topcolors: This is a series of highly illustrated books on the key machines of World War II and their combat use. Perfect for modelers and
filled with color artwork profiles, each volume details the camouflage, markings, insignia, modifications and variants of the best of the war.
With extra features such as decals and masking foil.
The Spitfire XIV was the logical development of the Spitfire Mk XII (see SQUADRONS! 5). The Mk.XIV differed from the Mk.XII in that the
longer, two-stage supercharged Griffon 65 was mounted further forward. A new five-bladed Rotol propeller was used and was the most
obvious visual difference compared to earlier marks. The first batch of aircraft to fly with the Griffon 60 series engines were six converted
Mk.VIIIs . The first one of these was flown on 20 January 1943, with production ordered following a series of trials. The first aircraft left the
production line in October 1943 following the amendment of existing Spitfire contracts. The XIV was initially seen as an interim design
pending the Spitfire Mk.XVIII’s availability. Delays with the XVIII meant the XIV became one of the major Spitfire fighter variants and a
valuable asset for the RAF during the final year of the war. The XIV was built as a fighter, but was also developed for fighter-reconnaissance
(FR) to replace the effective, but ageing, Mustang in the Tac/R role. The mark remained in service with the RAF and various foreign air
forces, including Belgium, well after the war. During the war only a limited number of squadrons were re-equipped with the type and among
them, one Belgian squadron (350) and one Dutch squadron (322). This book covers the operational usage of the Spitfire XIV by those two
units which were engaged against the V-1 and with the 2 TAF. This book is illustrated with about 35 photos and five colour profiles.
Climb inside the cockpits of the world's most famous military aircraft from World War I, World War II to the present day! What was it like to sit
in the pilot's seat and take control of a P-51 Mustang in World War II? What about an F-14 Tomcat at the height of the Cold War? Or a
Lockheed Martin F-22 Raptor today? The cockpits of these fighter and bomber aircraft are revealed in Fighting Cockpits. Showcasing more
than 50 of the world's most famous combat cockpits from early World War I aircraft to present-day fighters, this book includes more than 200
rich color photos from photographer Dan Patterson, as well as detailed history about combat cockpit development from aviation expert and
historian Donald Nijboer. In the beginning of the twentieth century, aircraft had open cockpits. Pilots during World War I had to bundle up with
fleece-lined leather coats, sheepskin thigh boots, and woolen underclothing to avoid freezing in the cold air four miles up. There was no
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heating, no oxygen for high flying, no retractable undercarriage, no engine starter, no radio links with air or ground, no brakes to help with
landing, and no parachutes. The pilot was afforded merely left and right foot pedals to control the rudder and a single central control stick to
cause the nose of the plane to pitch up or down. Since then, the cockpits of fighters and bombers have seen quite an evolution, and the
chronology is represented in Fighting Cockpits. Presented in large-format volume, this book will complete any history buff or aviation
enthusiast's library. Aircraft includes... Wind in the Wires: Nieuport 28, Royal Aircraft Factory S.E.5, Bristol F.2, Fokker Dr.I, Sopwith Camel,
Sopwith Triplane, AEG G.IV, SPAD VII, Halberstadt CL.IV, Fokker D.VII The Rise of the Monoplane: Martin MB-2, Hawker Hind, Fiat CR.32,
Boeing P-26 Peashooter, Curtiss F9C, Sparrowhawk, Vought SB2U Vindicator, Westland Lysander, PZL P.11 World War II: Supermarine
Spitfire, Messerschmitt Bf 109, Republic P-47 Thunderbolt, North American P-51 Mustang, Handley Page Halifax, Vickers Wellington, FockeWulf Fw 190 Wurger, Fairey Firefly, Fiat CR.42, Ilyushin Il-2 Sturmovik, Heinkel He 219 Uhu, Kawasaki Ki-45 Toryu, Curtiss SB2C Helldiver,
Northrop P-61 Black Widow, Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress, Boeing B-29 Superfortress, Dornier Do 335 Pfeil, Messerschmitt Me 262
Schwalbe, Arado Ar 234 Blitz Cold War to the Present: North American F-86 Sabre, Boeing B-52 Stratofortress, Grumman A-6 Intruder,
General Dynamics F-111 Aardvark, Hawker Siddeley Harrier, McDonnell Douglas/Boeing F-15 Eagle, Grumman F-14 Tomcat, Fairchild
Republic A-10 Thunderbolt II, General Dynamics/Lockheed Martin F-16 Fighting Falcon, Mikoyan MiG-29, Rockwell B-1 Lancer, Lockheed
Martin F-117 Nighthawk, Lockheed Martin F-22 Raptor, Lockheed Martin F-35 Lightning II Joint Strike Fighter
The encyclopedia of weapns of world war II is the most detailed and authoritative compendium of the weapons of mankind's greatesst conflict
ever published. It is a must for the military, enthusiast, and all those interested in World War II.
Although airplanes were used to some degree in conflicts prior to 1939, World War II was when military aviation truly became a vital
component of war plans. Many sophisticated warplanes were developed, increasing the power and accuracy of aerial bombing and tactical air
support. This resource provides an in-depth look from every angle at aircraft such as the P-51 Mustang and Boeing B-29 Superfortress,
demonstrating how these planes contributed to how each nation waged war during World War II.
Aircraft of The Royal Australian Air Force tells the story of the RAAF’s first one hundred years by describing the acquisition, operation, and
service record of the multitude of aircraft types flown by the RAAF. The 176 aircraft types include the flimsy wood and canvas aircraft typical
of World War I, through the technological advances during and after World War II, to modern fifth-generation, complex aircraft like the F-35
Lightning II. Even before its formation Sir Richard Williams, the Father of the RAAF, had decided to employ an alpha-numeric numbering
system to identify and account for each aircraft in service. This system started with A1, A2, A3 etc as each type of aircraft came into service.
Each individual aircraft within each series was identified as A1-1, A1-2 and so on and the aircraft serial became known colloquially as the ‘Anumber’. With some exceptions over the century since the A-number system started, aircraft entered RAAF service in broadly the sequence
of the A-numbers, and so this book is intended to assist in charting the 100-year history of the RAAF by listing aircraft operated in A-number
sequence, rather than by listing them by role (such as Fighter, Bomber, Maritime, Trainer, Transport etc) or alphabetically by name or by
manufacturer. The inclusion of a comprehensive Index and the Quick Reference Guide to aircraft by role is intended to facilitate the location
of the entry for any specific type of aircraft for those who may not already know its A-number. Aircraft of The Royal Australian Air Force is a
must have for all those who have served in the RAAF, those with a passion for military aviation and aircraft in general, and the broader
members of the public wishing to gain an appreciation of the Royal Australian Air Force in its centenary year.
First Published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
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The Spitfire Mk.VII was one of the less known Spitfire mark. Designed to make interceptions in high altitude, the Luftwaffe had actually almost
diseppeared from the English sky when Mk.VII was introduced into service in the spring of 1943. Underemployed during over a year, the RAF
decided to use it in the offensive role in 1944 before being phased out from front line service in Autumn 1944. Illustrated with over 40
photographs and three colour profiles.
Once production of the Spitfire Mk.I was underway, an improved version was looked at based around the 1175hp Merlin XII. The Spitfire
Mk.II, or Supermarine 329 as its constructor named it, was born. Great hopes were placed in this new version as an order for 1000 aircraft
was placed on 12 April 1939, before the mark's first flight, for serials P7280 - P8799. This production run was launched at Castle Bromwich in
Birmingham, the new Supermarine production line. The first aircraft were delivered in June 1940 and the Spitfire Mk.II included all
improvements and refine¬ments added to the Spitfire Mk.I. Deliveries continued up to July 1941. The Mk.II entered service, in the midst of
the Battle of Britain, first with 66 Squadron and progressively, the Spitfire Mk.II became standard equipment across Fighter Command with no
less than 56 squadrons known to have been equipped, fully or partially, with the mark. Peak usage was reached during the summer of 1941,
but, from the autumn of that year, it began to be withdrawn from first line units in favour of the Mk.V. Among the squadrons equipped with the
Spitfire Mk II, there were the squadrons manned by men coming from the occupied Europe, the Poles, Czechoslovaks, French, Belgians and
Norwegians. The Poles made an intensive usage of their Spitfire Mk IIs and encountered considerable success during the summer of 1941.
Illustrated with over 40 photographs and seven colour profiles.

The story of the Supermarine Spitfire has been told across many years and the debate about it is enduring, yet the Spitfire remains
a true icon. For aviation enthusiasts, for historians, for modellers, the word Spitfire conjures many stories and affections. This book
presents the Spitfire enthusiast with an up-to-date history of the Spitfire not just in its design and application in war, but also as a
flying memorial and as an aero modellers vital focus.The text examines recently revealed forgotten aspects of the Spitfire story; by
combining the elements of design, the story of a weapon of war and a revered scale model, this book frames an essential chapter
in aviation history. Packed with original and contemporary images and information, and displaying unique Spitfire model
collections, the narrative bridges an important gap and is a worthy addition to the FlightCraft series.
Paradoxically, the Mk.V, which ended up being the most numerous variant of the famous fighter built, was not even an intended
development of the design. Indeed, it was only considered because of the abandonment of the Spitfire Mk.III. As the Luftwaffe was
continually improving its formidable Messerschmitt Bf 109, the latest version of which, the Bf 109F, clearly outclassed the Spit?re
Mk.II, the British had no other option but to rapidly ?nd a successor to the latter. At this time, at the end of 1940, the British did not
know what the Germans' were planning and expected them to carry on undertaking daylight raids upon the return of nicer weather.
The RAF, therefore, wanted to be ready to counter the new German fighter developments. A solution was soon found by mounting
a Merlin 45 (former Merlin III), a simpli?ed version of the Merlin XX, on a slightly strengthened Spit?re Mk.I or Mk.II airframe.
Several Spitfires were thus modi?ed, with either a Merlin 45 or Merlin 46, during the first weeks of 1941. The resulting feedback
was good and the Air Ministry requested that Supermarine modify, as early as possible, Spit?res already on the assembly lines so
they could be put into service as rapidly as possible. This is how the Spitfire Mk.V came to be. In 1941, the Spitfire Mk V
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progressively became the backbone of the Fighter Command while new squadrons were formed or coverted that year. Two prewar squadrons, initially formed as Special Reserve squadrons, Nos. 501 and 504, converted to the type in 1941 and the book,
made of 36 pages with about 25 photographs and five colour profiles, narrates their operational usage of the Spitfire Mk V.
Learn how to build, modify, detail, paint and weather legendary aircraft from the experts found in FineScale Modeler magazine.
The 18 projects feature classic Allied and Axis that include Gabby's Last Jug, a D-Day Spitfire, an American Mosquito, and a latewar Messerschmitt Bf 109.
Describes the design and testing of British fighter planes during World War II.
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