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Jan-Erik Lane begins by examining the origins and history of constitutionalism, the doctrine
that the state must be regulated by means of a set of institutions that guarantee citizen rights
and procedural accountability. He then examines the structure of the state in order to identify
the essential elements that constitutional institutions regulate. Lane asks why constitutions
exist, and how they matter for society. Finally he seeks out the requirements for a fair and
democratic constitution by referring to three key concepts in political theory: justice, equality
and the rule of law. The book also offers a comparative survey of formal constitutional
arrangements in different countries, and an analysis of how constitutions develop in practice,
through the implementation of constitutional and administrative law in a country's courts.
Suisheng Zhao answers these and other questions fundamental to understanding authoritarian
regimes in this pioneering study of the design of the Nationalist Government of China from
1925 to 1937.

Although an important part of local government, particularly in the South, in their early years
the county courts have not been thoroughly investigated. This book offers the first
comprehensive examination of the county courts during the antebellum era in one southern
state Kentucky, placing them in the context of its constitutional and political structure. More
administrative than judicial in function, the courts were the means of providing most services of
government for the people. This range of activity is fully discussed here, from road building to
tax collecting to caring for the poor. Robert M. Ireland also explores the political aspects of the

courts as well as their sometimes complex relationship with the state legislature and with the
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growing towns and cities. The courts, however, often failed in performing their duties, and the
justices, being appointed, became a self-perpetuating oligarchy who seldom consulted the
wishes of the people. Elected officials and the voters themselves thus grew increasingly
alienated by the working of the courts. Their resentment culminated finally in a constitutional
reform that in 1850 created an elective system of county government in Kentucky.

Provides a detailed analysis of Thailand's political development since 1932, when Thailand
became a constitutional monarchy, until the present. It examines the large number of different
versions of the constitution which Thailand has had since 1932, and explains why the
constitution has been subject to such frequent change, and why there have been so many
outbursts of violent, political unrest. It explores the role of the military, and, most importantly,
discusses the role of the monarchy, which, as the author shows, has been crucial in holding
Thailand together through the various changes of regime. The author brings to light original
and largely unseen documents from the Public Records Office and US National Archives, as
well as drawing upon her extensive knowledge of politics in Thailand.

As we approach the third century in the life of our republic, some observers
guestion whether the American Constitution, established in 1787, can effectively
handle an increasing number of contemporary problems. Divided into two main
parts, this volume represents a radical analysis of the Constitution in relation to
major conflicts of modern society.

The Civic Constitution provides a compelling case for rethinking the U.S.

Constitution. By exploring pivotal struggles over governmental power, individual
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