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This volume examines the relationship between rabbinic and Christian exegetical writings on the book of Genesis in the Eastern Roman
Empire and Mesopotamia, and illuminates the history of relations between Jews and Christians in Late Antiquity.
New to this expanded & updated edition are revisions of Ferguson's original material, updated bibliographies, & a fresh dicussion of first
century social life, the Dead Sea Scrolls & much else.
The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls revealed a world of early Jewish writing larger than the Bible: from multiple versions of biblical texts to
'revealed' books not found in our canon. But despite this diversity, the way we read Second Temple Jewish literature remains constrained by
two anachronistic categories: a theological one, 'Bible,' and a bibliographic one, 'book.' 'The Literary Imagination in Jewish Antiquity' suggests
ways of thinking about how Jews understood their own literature before these categories had emerged.
The Psalms: Language for All Seasons of the Soul brings together essays from eighteen Old Testament scholars discussing the latest in
Psalms scholarship and applying exegetical insights to the life of faith. These essays explore the full range of emotion expressed in the
Psalms—from elation to distress—while weaving together observations from biblical scholarship and theology. The reader will gain valuable
insights into how the Psalms speak to his or her soul. The book is divided into five sections that: Give an overview of Psalms studies in the
21st century Discuss psalms of praise Explore psalms of lament Look at the big picture of the Psalter as a book Present sermons on the
Psalms that are models of evangelical engagement with the text. A Select Bibliography for Psalms Study is included at the end of the book.
The concern of The Moral Philosophy of Judaism is with the first principles that underlie the approach of Judaic ethics to the manifold issues
confronting mankind generally and adherents of Judaism in particular in the contemporary world. The book explores the fundamental biblical
concept of mans moral autonomy and its implications, the meaning and significance of the fundamental biblical doctrine of man being created
in the image of God, the nature of an individuals moral judgment, the complex issue of the relationship between natural morality and law and
between law and justice in Judaism, the concept of imitatio Dei and its implications, the meaning of good and evil from a Judaic perspective,
and biblical formulation of the Golden Rule and the reasons for its reformulation in later rabbinic literature as a general guide to the
establishment of a socially harmonious moral and just society.
Of Scribes and Sages focuses primarily on early interpretation of Scripture, including the emergence of Scripture as Scripture in its various
versions and contexts. It examines recent research into the relationship of the Old Testament to the New and how sacred Scripture was
interpreted during New Testament times. It also provides stimulating examples to students, scholars, and clergy in how the task of
interpretation is to be done.>
Pocket size: has Bircas HaMazon, Sheva Berachos, Tefillas HaDerech, and the Bedtime Shema.
The Testament of Rabbi Israel Baal Shem TovTzava`at Harivash is an anthology of teachings and instructions attributed to the Baal Shem
Tov and his successor, R. Dov Ber, the Maggid of Mezhirech. Segments of Tzavaat Harivash have been translated before. This however, is
its first complete English rendition. The translation, by a foremost authority on Chassidism and Jewish Mysticism, is enhanced by sourcereferences, brief commentaries, notes on the passages that were perceived to be controversial, and a comprehensive introduction.
ReviewsTzava`at Harivash: The Testament of Rabbi Israel Baal Shaem Tov is expertly translated and informatively annotated by Jacob
Immanuel Schochet, an acknolwledged authority on Jewish philosophy and mysticism. One of the earliest Chassidic texts, Tzava`at Harivash
is the first complete English rendition of a classic work that has formerly had only individual pieces and excerpts translated. Emphasizing the
path to achieving joy and equanimity while keeping oneself free from the deadly barbs of pride, vanity, and other facets of evil that impede
one`s service to G-d, Tzava`at Harivash explores means to acheive transformation of the Jewish soul, thought, and experience through a
spiritual search for the meaning of existence. As profound and inspirational today as it was three hundred years ago.-Midwest Book Review
In 1756, Jacob Frank, an Ottoman Jew who had returned to the Poland of his birth, was discovered leading a group of fellow travelers in a
suspect religious service. At the request of the local rabbis, Polish authorities arrested the participants. Jewish authorities contacted the
bishop in whose diocese the service had taken place and argued that since the rites of Frank's followers involved the practice of magic and
immoral conduct, both Jews and Christians should condemn them and burn them at the stake. The scheme backfired, as the Frankists took
the opportunity to ally themselves with the Church, presenting themselves as Contra-Talmudists who believed in a triune God. As a Turkish
subject, Frank was released and temporarily expelled to the Ottoman territories, but the others were found guilty of breaking numerous
halakhic prohibitions and were subject to a Jewish ban of excommunication. While they professed their adherence to everything that was
commanded by God in the Old Testament, they asserted as well that the Rabbis of old had introduced innumerable lies and misconstructions
in their interpretations of that holy book. Who were Jacob Frank and his followers? To most Christians, they seemed to be members of a
Jewish sect; to Jewish reformers, they formed a group making a valiant if misguided attempt to bring an end to the power of the rabbis; and to
more traditional Jews, they were heretics to be suppressed by the rabbinate. What is undeniable is that by the late eighteenth century, the
Frankists numbered in the tens of thousands and had a significant political and ideological influence on non-Jewish communities throughout
eastern and central Europe. Based on extensive archival research in Poland, the Czech Republic, Israel, Germany, the United States, and
the Vatican, The Mixed Multitude is the first comprehensive study of Frank and Frankism in more than a century and offers an important new
perspective on Jewish-Christian relations in the Age of Enlightenment.
This book describes the Karaite contribution to the development of Jewish biblical exegesis in the Islamic East during the tenth century.
Comprising a series of linked, thematic studies, it includes extensive selections from manuscript sources in Judeo-Arabic with English
translation.
A compilation of rabbinic legends grouped by such themes as biblical characters, God, good and evil, the human being and society, and
nature
Biblical Psalms are a common heritage of Jewish and Christian cultures. Serving for the common liturgy of the Jerusalem Temple and
individual prayers since biblical times they inspired Hebrew poetical language. The Qumran community, as well as Jewish and Christian
communities of Late Antiquity attributed to them a special authority and apotropaic function. Quoted and interpreted in various ways in the
New Testament and Rabbinic tradition they had a fundamental role in regular liturgies since the Middle Ages. Referred to in medical texts,
recited on pilgrimages and at funeral vigils they represented an important aspect of folk religion and the formation of religious identity. The
present volume is intended to show the many ways the Psalms were used and enjoyed a lasting popularity in regular and folk religion,
collectively and individually, from antiquity until today.
This book explores the story of the Israelites' worship of the Golden Calf in its Jewish, Christian, and Muslim contexts, from ancient Israel to
the emergence of Islam. It focuses in particular on the Qur'an's presentation of the narrative and its background in Jewish and Christian
retellings of the episode from Late Antiquity. Across the centuries, the interpretation of the Calf episode underwent major changes reflecting
the varying cultural, religious, and ideological contexts in which various communities used the story to legitimate their own tradition, challenge
the claims of others, and delineate the boundaries between self and other. The book contributes to the ongoing reevaluation of the
relationship between Bible and Qur'an, arguing for the necessity of understanding the Qur'an and Islamic interpretations of the history and
narratives of ancient Israel as part of the broader biblical tradition. The Calf narrative in the Qur'an, central to the qur'anic conception of the
legacy of Israel and the status of the Jews of its own time, reflects a profound engagement with the biblical account in Exodus, as well as
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being informed by exegetical and parascriptural traditions in circulation in the Qur'an's milieu in Late Antiquity. The book also addresses the
issue of Western approaches to the Qur'an, arguing that the historical reliance of scholars and translators on classical Muslim exegesis of
scripture has led to misleading conclusions about the meaning of qur'anic episodes.
Andrew Brunson examines the presence and function of Ps 118 in the Gospel of John, placing particular emphasis on its interpretation in a
New Exodus context which has previously not been developed in the Fourth Gospel. Following a comprehensive survey of Ps 118's Jewish
setting, its role in the festivals, and its use in the Synoptic Gospels, special attention is given to the quotations in the Entrance Narrative.The
author argues that John portrays Jesus as bringing an end to Israel's state of continuing exile by fulfilling the role reserved to Yahweh in the
New Exodus. This culminates in the Entrance to Jerusalem where Jesus embodies the return of Yahweh to reign among his people. A literary
study of the coming-sent theme in John underscores the extent to which Jesus is identified ontologically and functionally with the Father. A
previously unnoticed allusion to Ps 118 and Jubilees in John 8.56 is explored, and attention is paid to establishing the presence and
developing the function of several neglected allusions to the psalm in 10:7-10; 10:24-25; and 11:41-42.
This book contains an enhanced modernized version of Shimmush Tehillim, which deals with the use of Psalms for every need of life. The
Psalms are in English and Hebrew side by side in the Ashurite kabbalistic writing, for use in meditation and kabbalistic practices. Detailed and
very hard to find explanations concerning Ahurite sacred writings, Ta'amim, Tagin, Nekudot, and Otiot complete this exhaustive volume,
along with an explication of Psalms 151-155. The reader will be able to calculate his personal Psalms and use them in his meditations in
order to unlock the power of prayer. No longer his prayers will go unanswered.
The Psalms, initially shaped by the experience of Israel, have expressed religious impulses of both Jews and Christians across the centuries.
Essays from a spectrum of disciplines demonstrate how the Psalms have functioned over time in these communities of conviction.

This is the first full treatment of Jewish childhood in the Roman world. It follows minors into the spaces where they lived, learned,
played, slept, and died and examines the actions and interaction of children with other children, with close-kin adults, and with
strangers, both inside and outside the home. A wide range of sources are used, from the rabbinic rules to the surviving painted
representations of children from synagogues, and due attention is paid to broader theoretical issues and approaches. Hagith Sivan
concludes with four beautifully reconstructed 'autobiographies' of specific children, from a boy living and dying in a desert cave
during the Bar-Kokhba revolt to an Alexandrian girl forced to leave her home and wander through the Mediterranean in search of a
respite from persecution. The book tackles the major questions of the relationship between Jewish childhood and Jewish identity
which remain important to this day.
This book assembles eighteen studies by internationally renowned scholars that epitomize the latest and best advances in
research on the greatest polymath in Latin Christian antiquity, Jerome of Stridon (c.346-420) traditionally known as "Saint Jerome."
It is divided into three sections which explore topics such as the underlying motivations behind Jerome's work as a hagiographer,
letter-writer, theological controversialist, translator and exegete of the Bible, his linguistic competence in Greek, Hebrew, and
Syriac, his relations to contemporary Jews and Judaism as well as to the Greek and Latin patristic traditions, and his reception in
both the East and West in late antiquity down through the Protestant Reformation. Familiar debates are re-opened, hitherto
uncharted terrain is explored, and problems old and new are posed and solved with the use of innovative methodologies. This
monumental volume is an indispensable resource not only for specialists on Jerome but also for students and scholars who
cultivate interests broadly in the history, religion, society, and literature of the late antique Christian world.
Tehillim . For simple poetic genius, for pathos, sweetness and heartfelt piety, King David's Book of Psalms is unique. The Psalms
are songs of praise to the Creator, speaking of His greatness, goodness and mercy, as well as of His power and justice. The
Psalms reflect the full spectrum of life's experiences, both of the individual and of the Jewish nation collectively. No wonder than
that throughout the ages, Psalms has served as a boundless source of inspiration, courage and hope. Rabbi Yosef B. Marcus has
once again compiled a staggering treasure house of commentary and insights on this fundamental text, offering us a deeper
appreciation for every letter and every word of Psalms. Anthologized from hundreds of commentators, classic to obscure, this work
will allow Tehillim readers to bring newly-found inspiration and meaning to their daily, weekly and monthly recitations. The
commentary is rounded off by an incisive Introduction, bibliography and index. The physical appearance is likewise enhanced by
original artwork, two-color printing and an elegant deluxe binding.
Tradition, Transmission, and Transformation presents fourteen papers delivered at the Thirteenth Orion Center International
Symposium, which trace the development of interpretive traditions found in Second Temple texts through later interpretive
contexts.
Revision of the author's thesis (doctoral)--University of Aberdeen, 2005.
Series: Jewish and Christian Heritage Series, 2 Early Jewish Exegesis and Theological Controversy is an important collection of
essays on aspects of Hebrew Bible/Old Testament theology, the reception of biblical texts in Judaism and Christianity; the
Aqedah, and related topics. The book comprises three main parts: a) the Aqedah and the Temple, b) Biblical Texts in Polemical
Contexts, and c) Biblical Theology, Judaism and Christianity. Although each part deals with a specifically defined topic, all are
linked by some common themes: all the sections discuss early Jewish exegesis, namely the early scriptures' interpretation in late
Biblical literature, in the Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha, in Jewish-Hellenistic writings, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and a variety of
Rabbinic sources, essentially the Targumim and midrashim. Each chapter of the book covers theological controversies, either
among the Jewish groups themselves, and/or between Judaism and other religious denominations, especially Christianity. "By
now Isaac Kalimi is recognized the world over as one of the last of the vanishing breed of biblical historians and as one of a
handful of experts in the biblical books of Chronicles. Kalimi demonstrates in the first five chapters of Early Jewish Exegesis and
Theological Controversy that he is also fully grounded in Second Temple literature and qualified to discuss the exegesis of Hebrew
Scripture reflected in rabbinic literature, Samaritan lore, the New Testament, and the Nag Hammadi library. The message
conveyed by prefacing five important studies on ancient exegesis--Jewish, Christian, and Samaritan--to his two essays on biblical
theology at the dawn of the twenty-first century is that Kalimi's mastery of all relevant dialects of Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek and
his unquestioned competence as a historian of both events and ideas qualifies him to offer some very original and timely advice to
the world community of biblical scholars concerning biblical theology." - Mayer I. Gruber, In: Review of Biblical Literature (2004).
"This book belongs on the shelves of every serious Judaica library; it also addresses a general readership, and it is of interest to
undergraduate as well as graduate students... [it states] the important engagement and willingness of the author to approach the
virtual minefield of discussion about biblical history and exegesis." - Rivka Ulmer, In: Review of Rabbinic Judaism 7 (2004). "As is
necessary in interdisciplinary studies, Isaac Kalimi emerges as a jack of many trades in this book: rabbinic, Samaritan studies,
patristics and theology. He has also demonstrated that he is a master in biblical studies... Kalimi's book is a necessary, timely and
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much appreciated offering. It serves as a model of mutual scholarly benefit for Jewish and Christian scholars engaged in the
literature of their formative periods." -- T. Meacham, In: Biblical Interpretation in Judaism and Christianity (2006). "Kalimi's
argumentation is thorough, wide-ranging, and impressionistic. His technique is to collect evidence from a variety of sources, to
construct a history, and then to propose a single circumstantial explanation... There is much to discuss in these essays. Kalimi is
an energetic, thoughtful, and challenging scholar...a fine collection by a scholar who represents one of the most interesting
traditions in Israeli biblical scholarship." - Francis Landy, In: Journal of Hebrew Scriptures 4 (2002-2003).
Contains the complete Hebrew text of Rashi's (1040-1105) commentary transcribed from the Vienna Hebrew manuscript 220,
considered one of the most reliable; a fully annotated translation into modern idiomatic English; and a 40-page introduction to the
work and the author. Also argues that the scholar from Troyes in northern France, whose name is an acronym for Rabbi Soloman
son of Isaac, was in fact born in 1030. The Hebrew version is appended to the English, which includes both hints to meaning
within the text itself and extensive footnotes explaining Rashi's sources and interpretations. Annotation copyrighted by Book News,
Inc., Portland, OR
This fifth volume in an innovative, interdisciplinary consideration of women in world religions explores the concept of immanence.
More than simply a method of communication shared by a common people, the Hebrew language was always an integral part of
the Jewish cultural system and, as such, tightly interwoven into the lives of the prophets, poets, scribes, and priests who used it. In
this unique social history, William Schniedewind examines classical Hebrew from its origins in the second millennium BCE until the
Rabbinic period, when the principles of Judaism as we know it today were formulated, to view the story of the Israelites through
the lens of their language. Considering classical Hebrew from the standpoint of a writing system as opposed to vernacular speech,
Schniedewind demonstrates how the Israelites’ long history of migration, war, exile, and other momentous events is reflected in
Hebrew’s linguistic evolution. An excellent addition to the fields of biblical and Middle Eastern studies, this fascinating work brings
linguistics and social history together for the first time to explore an ancient culture.
Ancient Readers and their Scriptures explores the ways that ancient Jews and Christians interpreted the Hebrew Bible in antiquity,
focusing on the processes of reading that are preserved in the textual and material record of the corpora that engage Jewish
scripture.
Isaac Kalimi reveals the history of the book of Chronicles from Hellenistic times to the beginning of critical biblical scholarship at
the dawn of the 17h century. This comprehensive examination focuses, first and foremost, on the use of Chronicles in Jewish
societies through the generations and highlights the attitudes and biases of writers, translators, historians, artists, exegetes,
theologians, and philosophers toward the book. The reader is made aware of what the biblical text has meant and what it has
“accomplished” in the many contexts in which it has been presented. Throughout the volume, Kalimi strives to describe the
journey of Chronicles not only along the route of Jewish history and interpretation but also in relation to the book’s non-Jewish
heritage (namely, Christianity), demonstrating the differences and distinctiveness of the former. In contrast, the majority of
commentaries on Chronicles written from the mid-19th century to the present day have contained little or nothing about the
application, interpretation, and reception history of Chronicles by Jews and Christians for hundreds of years.
Mark explores the deeper truths behind the Bible while discovering science, logic, and reason--and ultimately revealing Christianity
for what it really is.
In 2004, Mayer Gruber?s landmark Rashi?s Commentary on Psalms made one of the 11th-century scholar?s most important
works accessible to a larger audience for the first time. The JPS paperback edition of this exceptional volume includes the
complete original Hebrew text and acclaimed linguist Mayer Gruber?s contemporary English translation and supercommentary.
Fully annotated by Gruber, Rashi?s Commentary on Psalms places Rashi, the most influential Hebrew biblical commentator of all
time, in the larger context of biblical exegesis. Gruber identifies Rashi?s sources, pinpoints the exegetical questions to which
Rashi responds, defines the nuances of Rashi?s terminology, and guides the reader to use the English translation as a tool to
access the original Hebrew text. Gruber?s extensive introduction takes a critical look at Rashi and his enduring legacy.
The opening sections of some Midrashim deal with the same type of material that is found in the introductions to medieval rabbinic
Bible commentaries. These are designated as “Inner-Midrashic Introductions” (IMIs). Further analysis of Bible commentary
introductions reveals a high degree of continuity between them and the IMIs, including the newly discovered “Inner-Commentary
Introduction” (ICI). The existence of IMIs and ICIs challenge the current view of the origin and development of Bible introduction in
Judaism. They also elucidate some of the links between midrash and commentary.
In Fighting over the Bible Isaac Kalimi explores the roots of the conflicts among Jews and between Jews, Christians, and Muslims
regarding their interpretations of Jewish Scripture, as well as the rich new exegetical and theological approaches that grew from
these controversies.
Rashi's Commentary on PsalmsJewish Publication Society
A landmark event: the complete Hebrew Bible in the award-winning translation that delivers the stunning literary power of the
original. A masterpiece of deep learning and fine sensibility, Robert Alter’s translation of the Hebrew Bible, now complete,
reanimates one of the formative works of our culture. Capturing its brilliantly compact poetry and finely wrought, purposeful prose,
Alter renews the Old Testament as a source of literary power and spiritual inspiration. From the family frictions of Genesis and
King David’s flawed humanity to the serene wisdom of Psalms and Job’s incendiary questioning of God’s ways, these
magnificent works of world literature resonate with a startling immediacy. Featuring Alter’s generous commentary, which quietly
alerts readers to the literary and historical dimensions of the text, this is the definitive edition of the Hebrew Bible.
Of Scribes and Sages focuses primarily on early interpretation of Scripture, including the emergence of Scripture as Scripture in its
various versions and contexts. It examines recent research into the relationship of the Old Testament to the New and how sacred
Scripture was interpreted during New Testament times. It also provides stimulating examples to students, scholars, and clergy in
how the task of interpretation is to be done.
The Midrash is a succession of homilies concerned with the recurrence or comparison of words and situations in the Scriptures as
a means of bringing forth their contents. Compiled by Jewish rabbis since 200 A. D., its subject matter is enormous.
Characteristically, The Midrash on Psalms deals with varying matters, from the radishes and cucumbers served at the table of a
Roman ruler to the prayer which God, the King of Kings, directs to Himself. This first English translation of The Midrash on Psalms
presents a wealth of clarifying and profound observation on the meaning of one of the most familiar and frequently quoted Books
of the Bible. Yale Judaica Series, Volume 13. William G. Braude is Rabbi of the Congregation Sons of Israel and David,
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Providence, Rhode Island.
In this Festschrift, James Kugel's creative scholarship in biblical interpretation provides the inspiration for a wide-ranging collection
of essays that treat the history of Jewish and Christian scriptural interpretation from antiquity to the present
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