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Middle East And North Africa A Political Geography
Monetary policy in the Middle East and North African (MENA) countries remains
an understudied area; this book fills an important gap by examining monetary
policy frameworks and monetary policy strategies in the region. Building on the
editors’ earlier book, Monetary Policy and Central Banking in the Middle East
and North Africa, which focused on central bank independence issues and on
exchange rate regimes, this book emphasises monetary policy strategies. Part I
contains an overview of the financial markets and institutions which condition the
choice of monetary policy strategy in the countries of the region, followed by
single-country studies on aspects of the monetary policy frameworks of Lebanon,
Egypt, Jordan, the Palestinian Territory and Turkey. Part II includes analyses of
the prospects for inflation targeting in Egypt, Morocco and Tunisia, of the
monetary transmission mechanism in the Gulf Cooperation Council countries, of
the relative advantages of inflation targeting and exchange rate fixity with
reference to Egypt, of the problem of fiscal dominance in Egypt, and of the
inflationary implications of exchange rate fixity for Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. The
contributors are experts from universities inside and outside the MENA region,
from central banks in the region and from outside institutions such as the
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European Central Bank and the International Monetary Fund.
‘Food Insecurity and Revolution in the Middle East and North Africa’ studies the
political economy of agrarian transformation in the eponymous regions.
Examining Egypt and Tunisia in detail as case studies, it critiques the dominant
tropes of food security offered by the international financial institutions and
promotes the importance of small-scale family farming in developing sustainable
food sovereignty. Egypt and Tunisia are located in the context of the broader
Middle East and broader processes of war, environmental transformation and
economic reform. The book contributes to uncovering the historical backdrop and
contemporary pressures in the Middle East and North Africa for the uprisings of
2010 and 2011. It also explores the continued failure of post-uprising counterrevolutionary governments to directly address issues of rural development that
put the position and role of small farmers centre stage.
The overriding theme of this work is that women s struggles, human rights,
myths, and literary expression are indispensable to an understanding of the
modern culture and socio-political development of the Middle East region. The
work demonstrates that no aspect of Middle Eastern history and modern
evolution was shaped in isolation of women s lives and contributions to society.
The dictionary covers the biographies and written work of prominent historical
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female figures in the Middle East and North Africa, as well as 20th-century
feminists, both male and female, who advanced women s rights over many
years. The Historical Dictionary of Women in the Middle East and North Africa
includes a chronology, an introductory essay, an extensive bibliography, and a
dictionary section that has over 400 cross-referenced entries on various aspects
of Middle Eastern feminism and culture, touching upon religious themes such as
Sharia laws, Islamic marriage, divorce, and inheritance practices. This book is an
excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know
more about the culture and history of women in the Middle East and North
Africa."
The press is central to our understanding of the development of free speech, civil
society, political life and cultural expression. This volume presents twelve
detailed studies dealing with cases drawn from the Middle East and North Africa
in the period before independence (c.1850-1950). Framed by an authoritative
introduction these explore the emergence of this important medium, its
practitioners and its function as a forum and agent in political, social and cultural
life in the Middle East. In taking up this focus, the collection argues that the press
is both a vector and an agent of history that facilitates entrée into the complex
process of political, social and cultural transformation that the region was
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undergoing during this critical period.
Making environmental history accessible to scholars of the Middle East and the
history of the region accessible to environmental historians, Water on Sand
opens up new fields of scholarly inquiry.
This book summarizes the constraints to and opportunities for deepening
economic integration within the MENA region and beyond. Trade and investment
reform are discussed together with physical connectivity, cross-border trade
facilitation, infrastructure networks, and the vital role of logistics.
Middle East and North Africa brings together some of today's most influential
analysts of a region which from colonial times to the present has seen great
territorial change.
Climate Change Law and Policy in the Middle East and North Africa Region
provides an in-depth and authoritative examination of the guiding principles of
climate change law and policy in the MENA region. This volume introduces
readers to the latest developments in the regulation of climate change across the
region, including the applicable legislation, institutions, and key legal innovations
in climate change financing, infrastructure development, and education. It
outlines participatory and bottom-up legal strategies—focusing on transparency,
accountability, gender justice, and other human rights safeguards—needed to
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achieve greater coherence and coordination in the design, approval, financing,
and implementation of climate response projects across the region. With
contributions from a range of experts in the field, the collection reflects on how
MENA countries can advance existing national strategies around climate change,
green economy, and low carbon futures through clear and comprehensive
legislation. Taking an international and comparative approach, this book will be of
great interest to students, scholars, and practitioners who work in the areas of
climate change, environmental law and policy, and sustainable development,
particularly in relation to the MENA region.
One of the most important challenges concerning the future of the European Union is
the demographic reproduction of the European population. Decreasing birth-rates and
the retirement of the baby boomers will dramatically reduce the labour force in the EU,
which will entail not only a lack of manpower but also lower contributions to European
social systems. It seems clear that the EU will have to counterbalance this population
decrease by immigration in the coming years. Migration Between the Middle East,
North Africa and Europe takes this challenge as a point of departure for analysing the
MENA region, in particular Morocco, Egypt and Turkey, as a possible source of future
migration to the European Union. At the same time, it illustrates the uncertainties
implied in such calculations, especially at a time of radical political changes, such as
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those brought about by the Arab Uprising.
This book explores the body and the production process of popular culture in, and on,
the Middle East and North Africa, Turkey, and Iran in the first decade of the 21st
century, and up to the current historical moment. Essays consider gender, racial,
political, and cultural issues in film, cartoons, music, dance, photo-tattoos, graphic
novels, fiction, and advertisements. Contributors to the volume span an array of
specializations ranging across literary, postcolonial, gender, media, and Middle Eastern
studies and contextualize their views within a larger historical and political moment,
analyzing the emergence of a popular expression in the Middle East and North Africa
region in recent years, and drawing conclusions pertaining to the direction of popular
culture within a geopolitical context. The importance of this book lies in presenting a
fresh perspective on popular culture, combining media that are not often combined and
offering a topical examination of recent popular production, aiming to counter
stereotypical representations of Islamophobia and otherness by bringing together the
perspectives of scholars from different cultural backgrounds and disciplines. The
collection shows that popular culture can effect changes and alter perceptions and
stereotypes, constituting an area where people of different ethnicities, genders, and
orientations can find common grounds for expression and connection.
Education, which has been at the heart of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA)
region’s history and civilizations for centuries, has a large untapped potential to
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contribute to human capital, well-being, and wealth. The region has invested heavily in
education for decades, but it has not been able to reap the benefits of its investments.
Despite a series of reforms, MENA has remained stuck in a low-learning, low-skills
level. Expectations and Aspirations: A New Framework for Education in the Middle East
and North Africa identifies four key sets of tensions that are holding back education in
the region: credentials and skills, discipline and inquiry, control and autonomy, and
tradition and modernity. These tensions are shaped by society and are reflected in
classrooms. If they are not addressed, MENA will continue to operate at a level below
its potential. This report outlines a new framework with a three-pronged approach that
can help address these tensions and unleash the potential of education in MENA: • A
concerted push for learning that starts early for all children regardless of background,
with qualified and motivated educators, and that leverages technology, uses modern
approaches, and monitors learning outcomes • A stronger pull for skills by all
stakeholders in the labor market and society that involves coordinated multisystem
reforms within and beyond the education system • A new pact for education at the
national level with a unified vision, shared responsibilities, and accountabilities.
Education is not just the responsibility of the education system—it is everyone’s
business. The push, pull, and pact framework offers an opportunity for MENA to move
forward to reclaim its heritage of a learned region and to meet the expectations and
aspirations of its people. The current situation in MENA requires a renewed focus on
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education, not just as a national priority for economic growth and social development,
but as a national emergency for stability, peace, and prosperity.
This volume explores the role of water in the Middle East's current economic, political
and environmental transformations, which are set to continue in the near future. In
addition to examining water conflict from within the domestic contexts of Iraq, Yemen
and Syria-- all experiencing high levels of instability today--the contributors shed further
light on how conflict over water resources has influenced political relations in the region.
They interrogate how competition over water resources may precipitate or affect war in
the Middle East, and assess whether or how resource vulnerability impacts fragile
states and societies in the region and beyond. Water and Conflict in the Middle East is
an essential contribution to our understanding of turbulence in this globally significant
region.
The book deals with informality from a human development angle, focusing on informal
employment. Informal workers in MENA are generally employed in low productivity
jobs, paid less than for equal work in the formal sector, and report low levels of work
satisfaction. The book identifies 5 policies to promote long-term inclusive growth and
formality.
This handbook is currently in development, with individual articles publishing online in
advance of print publication. At this time, we cannot add information about unpublished
articles in this handbook, however the table of contents will continue to grow as
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additional articles pass through the review process and are added to the site. Please
note that the online publication date for this handbook is the date that the first article in
the title was published online.
A dynamic, scholarly engagement with Susanne Bier's work
Birds of Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East is the first comprehensive pocketsized photographic field guide to every bird species in the Western Palearctic—this
includes winter visitors and common migrants but also all rarities to the region, even if
they have been recorded only once. The guide also covers hypothetical species—those
that have a good chance of being recorded due to such factors as range expansion and
changing weather patterns. The book's 2,200 stunning color photographs mean that
every species is pictured, making field identification quick and easy. Succinct text
covers key identification features, voice, habitat, and distribution, and distribution maps
are provided for regular breeding species. Particular attention and details are given to
help differentiate similar-looking species. Lavishly illustrated, up-to-date, and wideranging, Birds of Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East is an essential field guide
for every naturalist and birder. The first comprehensive field guide to include every bird
species in the Western Palearctic (Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East) 2,200
superb color photographs Succinct text looks at key identification features, voice,
habitat, and distribution
This book examines the position of women in the contemporary Middle East and North
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Africa (MENA) region. Although it is culturally diverse, this region shares many
commonalities with relation to women that are strong, deep, and pervasive: a spacebased patriarchy, a culturally strong sense of religion, a smooth co-existence of
tradition and modernity, a transitional stage in development, and
multilingualism/multiculturalism. Experts from within the region and from outside provide
both theoretical angles and case studies, drawing on fieldwork from Egypt, Oman,
Palestine, Israel, Turkey, Iran, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, and Spain. Addressing the
historical, socio-cultural, political, economic, and legal issues in the region, the chapters
cover five major aspects of women’s agency: political agency civil society activism
legal reform cultural and social agencies religious and symbolic agencies. Bringing to
light often marginalized topics and issues, the book underlines the importance of
respecting specificities when judging societies and hints at possible ways of promoting
the MENA region. As such, it is a valuable addition to existing literature in the field of
political science, sociology, and women’s studies.
Now in its sixty-seventh edition, this title continues to provide the most up-to-date
geopolitical and economic information for this important world area. Key Features: covers the Middle East and North Africa from Algeria to Yemen - includes topical
contributions from acknowledged experts on regional affairs - accurately and impartially
records the latest political and economic developments - provides comprehensive data
on all major organizations active in the countries of the region. General Survey Page 10/30
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introductory essays cover a wide range of topics relating to the region as a whole.
Country Surveys Individual chapters on each country incorporating: - essays on the
physical and social geography, recent history and economy - an extensive statistical
survey of economic and social indicators, which include area and population, health
and welfare, agriculture, forestry, fishing, mining, industry, finance, trade, transport,
tourism, communications media and education - a full directory with names, addresses
and contact details covering the constitution, government, legislature, political
organizations, election commissions, diplomatic representation, judiciary, religious
groups, the media, finance, trade and industry (including petroleum and natural gas),
tourism, defence and education - a country-specific bibliography, providing suggestions
for further research. Regional Information - includes all major international
organizations active in the Middle East and North Africa; research institutes specializing
in the region; and select bibliographies of books and periodicals.
This book explores the language situation and issues relevant to language use among
diaspora communities outside the Middle East. Includes papers on Arabic, Hebrew and
Turkish in relation to variation, identity, gender, codeswitching and politico-linguistics.
Middle East and North Africa Investment Policy Perspectives highlights the
considerable progress in investment policies made by the region’s governments over
the past decade. Yet, the reform momentum needs to be sustained and deepened for
the benefits of investment to be shared with society at large and for growth to be
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sustainable, particularly in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic and resulting global
economic upheaval.
This book presents a state of the art in the developing field of social policy in the Middle
East and North Africa (MENA) region. It offers an up-to-date conceptual analysis of
social policy programmes and discourses in the MENA region by critically reviewing the
range of social insurance and social assistance schemes that are currently in existence
there. It also analyses and offers suggestions on which of these policies can positively
impact the region’s advancement in terms of human development and in addressing
social and economic inequalities and exclusion.
A comprehensive country-by-country examination of the history, domestic politics, and
foreign policies of the Middle East and North Africa.
One common demand in the 2011 uprisings in the MENA region was the call for
‘freedom, dignity, and social justice.’ Citizens rallied against corruption and clientelism,
which for many protesters were deeply linked to political tyranny. This book takes the
phenomenon of the 2011 uprisings as a point of departure for reassessing clientelism
and patronage across the entire MENA region. Using case studies covering Morocco,
Tunisia, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey and the Gulf monarchies, it looks at how the
relationships within and between clientelist and patronage networks changed before
2011. The book assesses how these changes contributed to the destabilization of the
established political and social order, and how they affected less visible political
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processes. It then turns to look at how the political transformations since 2011 have in
turn reconfigured these networks in terms of strategies and dynamics, and
concomitantly, what implications this has had for the inclusion or exclusion of new
actors. Are specific networks expanding or shrinking in the post-2011 contexts? Do
these networks reproduce established forms of patron-client relations or do they
translate into new modes and mechanisms? As the first book to systematically discuss
clientelism, patronage and corruption against the background of the 2011 uprisings, it
will be a valuable resource for students and scholars of Middle Eastern Studies. The
book also addresses major debates in comparative politics and political sociology by
offering ‘networks of dependency’ as an interdisciplinary conceptual approach that can
‘travel’ across place and time.
Governance in the Middle East is topic of interest to scholars, activists and policy
makers. The currently proposed book is intended to present the first comprehensive
framework of the question of governance in the Middle East in its various forms and
manifestations: political, economic, and government performance. This study will supply
the context that is missing in the existing literature on, perhaps, the last bastion of
authoritarianism in the world. Proposed Contents This book will be structured into two
parts: Part I (Chapters 1-11) provides some theoretical background and analyzes the
patterns and challenges of governance in the Middle East, providing some global
context; Part II (12-Conclusion) will examine specific cases in selected countries and
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regions in the Middle East. Part I: Theory and Context Chapter 1 will be an introduction
describing the main aspects of the book and highlighting the main points made by the
contributors. Chapter 2 will present the theoretical dimensions of governance and
review the "state of the discipline" and the latest trends in the literature on governance.
The author of this chapter will be an authority in the subject of governance, but does not
have to be necessarily a Middle East scholar. Chapter 3 will examine the general
political trends in the Middle East and provide a historical background: nation-state
formation, colonial and postcolonial experiences in the Middle East and the nature of
the Middle Eastern political environment at the present time. Chapter 4 will look into the
economic aspects of governance in the Middle East and contextualize the economic
challenges and deficiencies affecting the region. Chapter 5 will examine the areas of
success and failure in government performance in the region and the aspects of human
development. Chapter 6 will look into the role of religion in shaping the governance in
the Middle East. After all, most Middle Eastern governments declare Islam as the State
religion, while a few consider Islam the source of governance and legislation (e.g. Saudi
Arabia and Iran). Chapter 7 will shed light on the sectarian division among Muslims
(Shi‘a vs. Sunnis) and the significance of this division for the governance, particularly in
countries where the ruling groups belong to a different sect than the governed, such as
Bahrain, Saudi, Kuwait and Lebanon. Chapter 8 will examine relation between the state
of governance in the Middle East and the progress of human rights, or lack thereof. The
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Middle East remains one of the most troubling regions on human rights and the respect
for human dignity. All of the region’s governments are heavily implicated in very
serious violations of the most basic in human rights. Chapter 9 will focus on the status
of women in the Middle East and the governmental performance in the region in
relevance to women rights and status. The recent years have witnessed many positive
changes in this regard, but there remains a lot of work to be done, which is going to be
outlined in this chapter. Chapter 10 will look into the role of oil and other natural sources
in shaping the economic and political performance of Middle Eastern governments.
Also, it will shed light on the various ways these governments distribute the revenues
(rents) from these resources and how they use them, or don’t, in the development of
their countries or, in most cases, on the military and state oppressive machine. Chapter
11 will examine the role of international organizations and trade agreements on the
performance of governments and whether or not such factors influence or shape
governance in the region. It is well-known that Turkey has changed many of its laws
and social policies in response to the demands of EU members and in hopes of being
admitted into the EU. The chapter will elaborate on this and similar cases throughout
the region. Part II: Case Studies Chapter 12 will examine the case of Iraq. The country
is experiencing perhaps the most dramatic scenarios of governance in the region. This
chapter will shed light on the unfolding political process and the struggle of Iraqis to
forge a path toward democracy in a region determined to resist any political change
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within its boundaries. Key issues: Power-sharing, pluralism, federalism, ethnic and
sectarian conflict, trust-building, corruption and political violence. Chapter 13 will
examine the case of Iran. Thirty years after the Islamic Revolution, Iran is entering into
a soul-searching phase in its history. The ongoing battle between the reformers and the
hardliners is only a sign on the larger problem of governance. A majority of Iranians
have no personal recollection of the problems that led to the Revolution. It is vitally
important that the government changes its claims to legitimacy from being the force that
toppled the Shah to being the provider of prosperity and development of the country
and its young population. Key issues: Political reform, human rights, reconciliation with
the West, allocation of resources and services. Chapter 14 will examine the case of
Egypt. The country is facing an unknown future with President Mubarak reaching
advanced age. The debate over his succession is dividing the country in a dramatic
way. Egypt is also a country with depleted infrastructure and an ever-shrinking middle
class. If the country falls into a violent cycle after the looming departure of Mubarak, the
entire region could fall into the abyss. Key issues: Succession of Mubarak, economic
performance, services, religious extremism (Muslim Brotherhood) and Nationalism.
Chapter 15 will examine the case of Israel. While politically different from its neighbors,
Israel is sinking fast into the same problems that plague the Middle East. The country
suffers political corruption and many leadership crises. The government is trying to
redefine the identity of the state, which is going to create a showdown with the fastPage 16/30
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growing non-Jewish Israeli population, and there is the problem of the government’s
inability to conclude peace with Israel’s neighbors. Key issues: corruption, violence and
security. Chapter 16 will examine the case of Saudi Arabia. The country is perhaps the
most authoritarian regime in the world. The lack of individual liberties and abuses of
human rights are the main problems. The government’s treatment of its Shia subjects
(approx. 12% of the population) as second-class residents is extremely troubling. The
country does not have a meaningful public participation and the Royals who run the
government have no accountability to anyone. Key issues: human rights, religious
freedom, political reform, public participation. Chapter 17 will examine the case of
Bahrain. This small country in the Persian Gulf is facing many challenges. Like Iraq
before 2003, it is a country with a clear Shia majority ruled by a small Sunni minority.
The Shia are excluded from the government (they were allowed to run for the
parliament in the last election for the first time), the military and many other important
arenas. The government uses the naturalization of Sunnis as a political tool to change
the demographic balance in the country. Key issues: political reform, popular
participation, naturalization, human rights. Chapter 18 will examine the case of Yemen.
The current struggle over government performance and fairness toward the South has
given rise to the calls for separation of the two parts of Yemen. Also, there is the issue
of religious freedom, which cases the ongoing war with the Houthi faction that accuses
the government of making alliance with the Saudi government and the Sunni extremists
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in the country to form an existential threat to Shi’ism. Yemen is also a country with
many ungoverned spaces and the governance in the "governed" areas is abysmal. Key
issues: political violence, human and religious rights, terrorism, tribalism and poverty.
Chapter 19 will examine the case of Turkey and its impressive rise as a model for a
strong Muslim nation which tries to reconcile Islam and democracy. Turkey’s
longstanding problems with social rights, especially of its 12 million Kurds, have always
been a formidable challenge to the image of the nation. However, the country’s bid to
join the EU has forced many changes that inadvertently helped the government’s
international standing. Chapter 20 will examine the case of Syria and the influence of
the Arab nationalist ideology on keeping the country as one of the most oppressive
regimes in the region. Also examined will be the affect of Syrian-Israeli conflict on the
country’s governance. Chapter 21 examines the case of Lebanon. This country which
witnessed more governance challenges than any other in the region makes a very
interesting case study. The country’s sectarian politics and the client-patron relations
and loyalties among the various Muslim and Christian elements of society have
undermined the country’s potential to become a fully democratic state. Chapter 22 will
focus on the case of Sudan. This country has been in the center of world attention
because of the internal conflict and the accusations of serious violations of human
rights and the rise of separatist movements that receive much foreign sympathy and
support. The country has missed many opportunities to attain social and political
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reconciliation, but it should not be considered a lost cause. There is a lot of potential in
the country, especially when we consider the vibrant politics of government and
opposition. Chapter 23 will examine the case of Jordan and the role of the uniqueness
of the regime in creating relative social and political stability. Unlike the most of the
governments in the region, the Jordanian Monarchy keeps the government as a
convenient buffer between the Royals and the people. When popular sentiments turn
very negative, the King, acting as the good cop, dismisses the government and orders
the formation of a new one. Also, Jordan has achieved some good success in
absorbing the Islamist groups into the political system, but not without challenges. The
chapter will also focus on the Palestinian factor – Palestinians make more than half of
the Jordanian population. Chapters 24, 25 & 26 will examine the Maghreb states
(Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia). These states face many challenges in their
governance: separatism, terrorism and the government oppressive history in Morocco;
the Islamism challenge, internal war in the tribal areas and ethnic conflict in Algeria; and
the stifling of personal freedom and liberties in Tunisia in the name of secularism and
the war on extremism are all challenges that need to be highlighted in a chapter about
each country. Chapter 27 will focus on governance in Libya. Having ruled the country
for forty-seven years, the Libyan president is the dean of Middle Eastern dictators. He
has taken his country though all kinds of political adventures. The rule through popular
committees is a unique system that gives Col. Mu‘ammar Qadhafi the opportunity to
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oppress through popular participation and acquiescence. Chapter 28 will focus on the
governance in the United Arab Emirates. This confederation of seven emirates has
witnessed some excellent success in the economic and infrastructural development,
especially in Dubai, which competes with the richest cities in the world, thanks to the
energy and vision of its Emir, Muhammad b. Rashid. While it is generally considered
much better than its fellow Gulf States, the UAE has its own challenges, especially in
light of the absence of unified system of governance, because each emirate has the
autonomy to shape its internal affairs. Chapter 29 will examine the governance and, in
certain cases, lack thereof in the countries that form the Horn of Africa, i.e. Somalia,
Eritrea and Djibouti. These countries face some tremendous challenges in the areas of
refugees, resources, stability and ethnic & conflict. The failure of these states, as seen
in the case of Somalia, can make the problems of security in the whole region much
worse than it is now. Famine and anarchy have already led to wars, piracy and the
flood of refugees, not to say much about the humanitarian catastrophes in the region.
This chapter will highlight the problems of governance in these often forgotten
countries. Chapter 30 will be a conclusion and final remarks on the general framework
of the regional governance and the way forward. This book is aimed at a wide variety of
audience. Policy makers, policy analysts, as well as journalists will benefit from the
history and analysis that will be presented in the book. Also, academics will find in the
book important materials for research and class work. Professors teaching courses on
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US Foreign policy, Middle East, International Relations, Comparative Politics and many
related fields will find the book a very suitable choice for their students to read. Given
the media and general public’s interest in the Middle East and the Middle East, the
book will also appeal to a wide range of educated readers in the United States, the
United Kingdom and many other countries world-wide.
Middle East and North Africa: Climate, Culture, and Conflicts – too hot to handle? The volume
offers an account of ideas, historical case studies and current debates on climate change and
its consequences from perspectives of eco-theology, archeology, history, geography, political
science and technology.
Now in its sixty-sixth edition, this title continues to provide the most up-to-date geopolitical and
economic information for this important world area. Key Features: - covers the Middle East and
North Africa from Algeria to Yemen - includes topical contributions from acknowledged experts
on regional affairs - accurately and impartially records the latest political and economic
developments - provides comprehensive data on all major organizations active in the countries
of the region. General Survey - introductory essays cover a wide range of topics relating to the
region as a whole. Country Surveys Individual chapters on each country incorporating: essays on the physical and social geography, recent history and economy - an extensive
statistical survey of economic and social indicators, which include area and population, health
and welfare, agriculture, forestry, fishing, mining, industry, finance, trade, transport, tourism,
communications media and education - a full directory with names, addresses and contact
details covering the constitution, government, legislature, political organizations, election
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commissions, diplomatic representation, judiciary, religious groups, the media, finance, trade
and industry (including petroleum and natural gas), tourism, defence and education - a countryspecific bibliography, providing suggestions for further research. Regional Information includes all major international organizations active in the Middle East and North Africa;
research institutes specializing in the region; and select bibliographies of books and
periodicals.
After decades of intense interest and rivalry with the USA, the end of the Cold War and the
dismantling of the USSR officially marked a period of significant retreat of Russia from the
Middle East and North Africa (MENA). However, with Russia’s economic recovery and the
entrenchment of President Vladimir Putin, Russia’s interest in the region has risen anew.
Once again seen as a battleground to contest US hegemony, Russia has expanded its
political, military and (to a lesser extent) economic relationships across the region. Most
apparent in the military intervention in Syria, Russia has also been engaged with traditional
rivals Iran, Saudi Arabia and Turkey, stepping into the vacuum left by the US Obama
Administration. Is Russia’s reengagement part of a strategy, or is it mere opportunism?
Authors with different backgrounds, experiences and origins examine this question via an
analysis of the historical drivers of Russian interest in the MENA region and the factors
underlying current Russian policies.
In the past, the Middle East and the so-called Muslim world used to be beacons of learning and
critical thought. Although historical variables—such as conquest, internal conflict, and
colonization—demoted their position on the global stage, changes are now in the offing. In
these interesting times, a growing number of educators, thinkers and visionaries are trying both
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to find and to generate new approaches to the past, present, and future of the region. This
book is a collection of articles which reflect on various aspects related to education and society
in the Middle East and North Africa (also known as the MENA region), their peoples and
educational processes. It provides a platform for people to join the global conversation and to
contribute to it with data which are relevant to regional concerns, research and practices. This
is necessary because many of the theories and research findings which are still being used to
understand the region were generated elsewhere and, despite their lack of regional
representativeness, were generalized as the most trustworthy interpretive tools across the
world. Hence, there is a need for the world to open up to the voices from the MENA region.
"While very diverse in many respects, the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) countries
nevertheless also share some common characteristics, including a number of important shared
challenges for policymakers."The Middle East and North Africa region has great potential for
economic growth and prosperity in the 21st century. Yet, this potential will not be realized
unless governments and private sector leaders in the region forge partnerships for
development. An indispensable resource for all those working within the international
development community, especially within the Middle East and North Africa region, Trade
Policy Developments in the Middle East and North Africa offers policy and institutional
alternatives to help both parties achieve that goal.This volume describes and analyzes recent
trade policy developments in the Middle East and North Africa. Contributors—almost all
economists from the region—review recent trends in trade performance, assess current trade
and investment regimes, and discuss some of the emerging microeconomic policy challenges
that confront governments and firms seeking to export and trade. Topics addressed include the
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need and scope for using regional integration and economic free zones as a tool of
development, mobilization of non-trade tax bases, efficient enforcement of product standards
to ensure health and safety of citizens, and implementation of modern information technologies
to facilitate customs clearance.This book is the second in a series from the Mediterranean
Development Forum, a partnership of 10 Middle East and North Africa Region think tanks and
the World Bank Institute. This volume will be of interest to development specialists,
policymakers, and investors.
This book contributes to an increasingly important branch of critical security studies that
combines insights from critical geopolitics and postcolonial critique by making an argument
about the geographies of violence and their differential impact in contemporary security
practices, including but not limited to military intervention. The book explores military
intervention in Libya through the categories of space and time, to provide a robust ethicopolitical critique of the intervention. Much of the mainstream international relations scholarship
on humanitarian intervention frames the ethical, moral and legal debate over intervention in
terms of a binary, between human rights and state sovereignty. In response, O’Sullivan
questions the ways in which military violence was produced as a rational and reasonable
response to the crisis in Libya, outlining and destabilising this false binary between the human
and the state. The book offers methodological tools for questioning the violent institutions at
the heart of humanitarian intervention and asking how intervention has been produced as a
rational response to crisis. Contributing to the ongoing academic conversation in the critical
literature on spatiality, militarism and resistance, the book draws upon postcolonial and
poststructural approaches to critical security studies, and will be of great interest to scholars
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and graduates of critical security studies and international relations.
Through a series of essays, photographs, and archival content, this book highlights the diverse
young and old diaspora communities of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) around the
world. Drawing on topics from the ten-year archive of Brownbook magazine a publication
dedicated to covering stories on the contemporary culture of the wider MENA region and its
diaspora, including people, architecture, and more than fifty cities the book is driven by the
magazine's expansive research and content. And in light of the recent refugee crisis, it is an
urgent testament that migration from the region isn't something new. Diaspora of the Middle
East and North Africa is a gateway to the communities who have planted roots in adoptive
cities where they now seamlessly blend, from the nine million strong Arab community in Brazil
that arrived from modern-day Lebanon and Syria in the late 1880s, to the Singaporean
descendants of Yemen who have helped shape the city state's urban fabric through trade and
development for nearly two centuries. The book also covers the small but significant diaspora
communities who have formed enclaves across the world, such as the Kurdish residents with
barber shops and food joints in Nashville and the Assyrians in Sodertalje, Sweden who place
equal importance on integration and preserving their history through local institutions and
social clubs. SELLING POINTS: * This book draws on topics from the archive of this magazine,
a publication dedicated to covering stories on the contemporary culture of more than 50 cities
in the wider Middle East and North Africa region. * This book is extremely current especially in
light on the recent refugee crisis. * Using essays, interviews, architectural profiles, Q and As,
photo essays, and travel stories, this book highlights the culture of these Diaspora
communities around the world.
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Explores the history of the modern Middle East and North Africa through original source
documents, including photographs, posters, diplomatic records, and literary works.

This book investigates the pervasive problem of corruption across the Middle East and
North Africa. Drawing on the specifics of the local context, the book explores how
corruption in the region is actuated through informal practices that coexist and work in
parallel to formal institutions. When informal practices become vehicles for corruption,
they can have negative ripple effects across many aspects of society, but on the other
hand, informal practices could also have the potential to be leveraged to reinforce
formal institutions to help fight corruption. Drawing on a range of cases including
Morocco, Lebanon, Turkey, Jordan, Tunisia or Israel the book first explores the
mechanisms and dynamics of corruption and informal practices in the region, before
looking at the successes and failures of anti-corruption initiatives. The final section
focuses on gender perspectives on corruption, which are often overlooked in corruption
literature, and the role of women in the Middle East. With insights drawn from a range
of disciplines, this book will be of interest to researchers and students across political
science, philosophy, socio-legal studies, public administration, and Middle Eastern
studies, as well as to policy makers and practitioners working in the region.
Critical examinations of efforts to make governments more efficient and responsive
Political upheavals and civil wars in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) have
obscured efforts by many countries in the region to reform their public sectors.
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Unwieldy, unresponsive—and often corrupt—governments across the region have faced
new pressure, not least from their publics, to improve the quality of public services and
open up their decisionmaking processes. Some of these reform efforts were under way
and at least partly successful before the outbreak of the Arab Spring in 2010. Reform
efforts have continued in some countries despite the many upheavals since then. This
book offers a comprehensive assessment of a wide range of reform efforts in nine
countries. In six cases the reforms targeted core systems of government: Jordan's
restructuring of cabinet operations, the Palestinian Authority’s revision of public
financial management, Morocco's voluntary retirement program, human resource
management reforms in Lebanon, an e-governance initiative in Dubai, and attempts to
improve transparency in Tunisia. Five other reform efforts tackled line departments of
government, among them Egypt's attempt to improve tax collection and Saudi Arabia's
work to improve service delivery and bill collection. Some of these reform efforts were
more successful than others. This book examines both the good and the bad, looking
not only at what each reform accomplished but at how it was implemented. The result is
a series of useful lessons on how public sector reforms can be adopted in MENA.
A few months into the popular uprisings in the Middle East and North Africa
(2009-2001), the promises of social media, including its ability to influence a
participatory governance model, grassroots civic engagement, new social dynamics,
inclusive societies and new opportunities for businesses and entrepreneurs, became
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more evident than ever. Simultaneously, cartography received new considerable
interest as it merged with social media platforms. In an attempt to rearticulate the
relationship between media and mapping practices, whilst also addressing new and
social media, this interdisciplinary book abides by one relatively clear point: space is a
media product. The overall focus of this book is accordingly not so much on the role of
new technologies and social networks as it is on how media and mapping practices
expand the very notion of cultural engagement, political activism, popular protest and
social participation.
Access to safe drinking water and proper sanitation is essential for human survival and
for maintenance of a decent quality of life. Currently, more than a billion people do not
have access to safe drinking water and more than two billion people lack proper
sanitation. In 1992, the United Nations proclaimed that water should be considered to
be a human right. This position, however, has not been accepted by many developed
and developing countries. This book systematically and comprehensively analyzes the
legal development of the concept of water as a human right; implications for the
national governments, and international and national organizations for the
implementation of this concept; progress made in different Middle East and North
African countries to provide every individual access to clean water and sanitation,
constraints faced to assure universal access to water-related services and how these
constraints can be overcome, and an overall research agenda in areas where more
Page 28/30

Read Free Middle East And North Africa A Political Geography
knowledge is necessary.
Shocks and Rivalries in the Middle East and North Africa is the first book to examine
issue-driven antagonisms within groups of Middle East and North Africa (MENA) states
and their impact on relations within the region. The volume also considers how shock
events, such as internal revolts and regional wars, can alter interstate tensions and the
trajectory of conflict. MENA has experienced more internal rivalries than any other
region, making a detailed analysis vital to understanding the region’s complex political,
cultural, and economic history. The state groupings studied in this volume include Israel
and Iran; Iran and Saudi Arabia; Iran and Turkey; Iran, Iraq, and Syria; Egypt and Saudi
Arabia; and Algeria and Morocco. Essays are theoretically driven, breaking the MENA
region down into a collection of systems that exemplify how state and nonstate actors
interact around certain issues. Through this approach, contributors shed rare light on
the origins, persistence, escalation, and resolution of MENA rivalries and trace
significant patterns of regional change. Shocks and Rivalries in the Middle East and
North Africa makes a major contribution to scholarship on MENA antagonisms. It not
only addresses an understudied phenomenon in the international relations of the MENA
region, it also expands our knowledge of rivalry dynamics in global politics.
By providing migration experiences of Arabs to various nation-states, this volume
examines socio-historical factors that allowed Arab communities to settle in several
places, including Latin America, Asia, the United States, Europe and Africa. It bridges
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several fields to provide context that is useful in today's globalized world.
Reflections: Contemporary Art of the Middle East and North Africa brings together an
extraordinary collection of work from the British Museum for the first time. The
contemporary art of the Middle East and North Africa is rich and vibrant. Whether living
in their countries of birth or in diaspora, the featured artists are part of the globalised
world of art. Here we see artists responding to and making work about their present,
histories, traditions and cultures, reflecting on a part of the world that has experienced
extraordinary change in living memory.The British Museum has been acquiring the
work of Middle Eastern and North African artists since the 1980s, and the collection principally works on paper - is one of the most extensive in the public sphere. Collected
within the context of a museum of history, the works offer insights into the nature of civil
societies, the complex politics of the region, and cultural traditions in their broadest
sense, from the relationship with Islamic art, to the deep engagement with literature.The
introduction to the book by curator Venetia Porter explores the history of the collection
and the works included. The essential framework for understanding the politics and
context within which the artists are working is provided by Charles Tripp's essay. The
works are grouped into seven chapters, each beginning with a short introduction. The
authors explore the selection within themes such as faith, abstraction and the female
gaze.
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