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Enlightening Encounters traces the impact of photography on Italian literature
from the medium's invention in 1839 to the present day. Investigating the ways in
which Italian literature has responded to photographic practice and aesthetics,
the contributors use a wide range of theoretical perspectives to examine a variety
of canonical and non-canonical authors and a broad selection of literary genres,
including fiction, autobiography, photo-texts, and migration literature. The first
collection in English to focus on photography's reciprocal relationship to Italian
literature, Enlightening Encounters represents an important resource for a
number of fields, including Italian studies, literary studies, visual studies, and
cultural studies.
In his prose fiction, memoirs, poetry, and drama, Thomas Bernhard
(1931-1989)--one of the 20th century's most uniquely gifted writers--created a
new and radical style, seemingly out of thin air. His books never “tell a story” in
the received sense. Instead, he rages on the page, he rants and spews vitriol
about the moral failures of his homeland, Austria, in the long amnesiac aftermath
of the Second World War. Yet this furious prose, seemingly shapeless but
composed with unparalleled musicality, and taxing by conventional standards,
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has been powerfully echoed in many writers since Bernhard's death in 1989.
These explorers have found in Bernhard's singular accomplishment new paths
for the expression of life and truth. Thomas Bernhard's Afterlives examines the
international mobilization of Bernhard's style. Writers in Italian, German, Spanish,
Hungarian, English, and French have succeeded in making Bernhard's Austrian
vision an international vision. This book tells that story.
This book presents the proceedings of the 18th International Conference on
Graphic Design in Architecture, EGA 2020, focusing on heritage – including
architectural and graphic heritage as well as the graphics of heritage. This first
volume gathers selected contributions covering theories, and new technologies
and findings to help shed light on current questions related to heritage. It features
original documentation studies on historical archives, 3D and solid representation
of architectural objects, as well as virtual graphic representation and applications
of augmented reality, all documenting and/or reconstructing the present, past and
future of architectural objects. As such, this book offers extensive and timely
information to architectural and graphic designers, urban designers and
engineers, and industrial designers and historians.
Cavalcanti is a key figure in the development of Italian poetry, and a fascinating
character in the shadow of his contemporary and friend Dante Alighieri.
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Cavalcanti also has an interesting place in the cannon of English poetry, where
he was an important influence on two of his famous translators Dante Gabriel
Rossetti and Ezra Pound.
This compact introduction to the life and works of composer Elliott Carter
provides a fresh perspective on one of the most significant American composers
of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. A leading voice of the American
classical music tradition and a two-time winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Music,
Carter was initially encouraged to become a composer by Charles Ives, and he
went on to learn from Walter Piston at Harvard University and Nadia Boulanger in
Paris. Drawing on Carter's voluminous writings and compositions, James
Wierzbicki provides a clear discussion of Carter's evolving understanding of
musical time and the influence of film on his work. Celebrating his 100th birthday
in 2008 by premiering a number of new compositions, Carter has been a
powerful presence on the American new music scene, an important connection to
American music's foundational figures, and a dynamic force in its continuing
evolution.
This book explores manifestations of creativity in the religious domain.
Specifically, the contributions focus on the nexus of the sacred and the creative,
and the mechanisms of syncretism and (re)invention of tradition by which this
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manifestations occur. The text is divided into two sections. In the first, empirical
cases of spirituality characterized by syncretistic processes are highlighted; in the
second, examples which can be traced back to forms of the (re)invention of
tradition are examined. The authors document possible forms of adaptations and
religious enculturation. In the second, the authors demonstrate that spiritual
traditions, whether ancient or historically fictitious, are suitable for reframing in
the context of critical interpretative frameworks related to cultural expectations
which challenge them and call their continuity into question.
The first book-length study in any language of Celati's entire body of work, this
monograph ranges over a broad landscape of critical thought and creative
writing.
Takes Heidegger’s later thought as a point of departure for exploring the
boundaries of post-conceptual thinking.
Lezioni americaneSix Memos for the Next MillenniumPenguin UK
This book chronicles the demise of the supposedly leftist Italian cultural establishment
during the long 1980s. During that time, the nation's literary and intellectual vanguard
managed to lose the prominence handed it after the end of World War II and the defeat
of Fascism. What emerged instead was a uniquely Italian brand of cultural capital that
deliberately avoided any critical questioning of the prevailing order. Ricciardi criticizes
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the development of this new hegemonic arrangement in film, literature, philosophy, and
art criticism. She focuses on several turning points: Fellini's futile, late-career critique of
Berlusconi-style commercial television, Calvino's late turn to reactionary belletrism,
Vattimo's nihilist and conservative responses to French poststructuralism, and Bonito
Oliva's movement of art commodification, Transavanguardia.
Anna Maria Ortese: Celestial Geographies features a selection of essays by
established Ortese scholars that trace her remarkable creative trajectory.
In Italian Cultural Lineages, Jonathan White seeks answers to the elusive questions:
what is Italian culture and what is the Italian identity? By tracing Italian life and art
through several themes – viewing and spectatorship, fantasy, passion, justice,
reputation, and lifestyles – White offers new ways of perceiving an ancient cultural
tradition in the twenty-first century. In doing so, he challenges readers to discern rich
poetic seams that bind together his varied subject matter. Italian Cultural Lineages is
primarily concerned with factors that unify Italians, however geographically dispersed
they may be. Drawing on extensive archival and historical research, White shows how
oftentimes Italian cultural traditions that appear to be extinct are, in fact, enduring –
pushed out of the mainstream or submerged at some given point in history, only to resurface and take on new meanings at a later date. Other, more marginal currents might
disrupt and fragment Italian identity, politically and socially. However, White proposes
that the challenge to Italy in these new and difficult lessons in tolerance has the
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potential to produce a much stronger culture, primed to welcome the marginal into an
expanded spirit of all that counts as Italian. Ideally suited to course use, and written with
great lucidity, Italian Cultural Lineages will prove fascinating to students, academics,
and general readers alike.
In this book, Teodolinda Barolini explores the sources of Italian literary culture in the
figures of its lyric poets and its “three crowns”: Dante, Petrarch, and Boccaccio.
Barolini views the origins of Italian literary culture through four prisms: the
ideological/philosophical, the intertextual/multicultural, the structural/formal, and the
social. The essays in the first section treat the ideology of love and desire from the early
lyric tradition to the Inferno and its antecedents in philosophy and theology. In the
second, Barolini focuses on Dante as heir to both the Christian visionary and the
classical pagan traditions (with emphasis on Vergil and Ovid). The essays in the third
part analyze the narrative character of Dante’s Vita nuova, Petrarch’s lyric sequence,
and Boccaccio’s Decameron. Barolini also looks at the cultural implications of the
editorial history of Dante’s rime and at what sparso versus organico spells in the Italian
imaginary. In the section on gender, she argues that the didactic texts intended for
women’s use and instruction, as explored by Guittone, Dante, and Boccaccio—but not
by Petrarch—were more progressive than the courtly style for which the Italian tradition
is celebrated. Moving from the lyric origins of the Divine Comedy in “Dante and the
Lyric Past” to Petrarch’s regressive stance on gender in “Notes toward a Gendered
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History of Italian Literature”—and encompassing, among others, Giacomo da Lentini,
Guido Cavalcanti, and Guittone d’Arezzo—these sixteen essays by one of our leading
critics frame the literary culture of thirteenth-and fourteenth-century Italy in fresh,
illuminating ways that will prove useful and instructive to students and scholars alike.
This bilingual work aims to identify and explain the subversive rewriting of ancient,
medieval and modern myths in contemporary novels. The book opens with two
theoretical essays on the subject of subversive tendencies and myth reinvention in the
contemporary novel. From there, it moves on to the analysis of essential texts. Firstly,
classical myths in works by authors such as André Gide, Thomas Pynchon, Julio
Cortázar, Italo Calvino or Christa Wolf (for instance, Theseus, Oedipus or Medea) are
discussed. Then, myths of biblical origin – such as the Flood or the Golem – are
revisited in the work of Giorgio Bassani, Julian Barnes and Cynthia Ozick. A further
section is concerned with the place of modern myths (Faust, the ghost, Ophelia…) in the
fiction of Günter Grass, Paul Auster, or Clara Janés. The contributors have also delved
into the relationship between myth and art – especially in the discourse of contemporary
advertising, painting and cinema – and myth’s intercultural dimensions: hybridity in the
Latin American novels of Augusto Roa Bastos and Carlos Fuentes, and in the Hinduthemed novels of Bharati Mukherjee. This volume emerges from the careful selection of
37 essays out of over 200 which were put forward by outstanding scholars from 25
different countries for the Madrid International Conference on Myth and Subversion
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(March 2011). Este volumen bilingüe identifica y explica la práctica subversiva aplicada
a los mitos antiguos, medievales y modernos en la novela contemporánea. Abren el
libro dos estudios teóricos sobre la tendencia subversiva y la reinvención de mitos en la
actualidad. Prosigue el análisis de diversos textos de primera importancia. En primer
lugar se revisan los mitos clásicos en autores como André Gide, Thomas Pynchon,
Julio Cortázar, Italo Calvino o Christa Wolf (p. ej., Teseo, Edipo, Medea). En segundo
lugar, la reescritura de los mitos bíblicos según Giorgio Bassani, Julian Barnes o
Cynthia Ozick (p. ej., el diluvio o el Golem). En tercer lugar, mitos modernos en la
ficción de Günter Grass, Paul Auster o Clara Janés (p. ej., Fausto, el fantasma, Ofelia).
El volumen presta igualmente atención a las relaciones entre mito y arte (su
recurrencia en la publicidad, la pintura y el cine contemporáneos) y a la vertiente
intercultural de los mitos: el mestizaje en la novela latinoamericana de Augusto Roa
Bastos y Carlos Fuentes, o en la de temática hindú de Bharati Mukherjee. La
compilación resulta de una exquisita selección de 37 textos entre los más de 200
propuestos para el Congreso Internacional Mito y Subversión (Madrid, marzo de 2011)
por investigadores de prestigio procedentes de 25 países.
Although Morrison, Doctorow, and Tabucchi vary in their stylisitic responses to these
changes, their narratives propose a collective recovery of the past into a future-oriented
present and serve as examples of how literature can intervene in history, rather than
merely reflecting and acquiescing to it.
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This collection of eleven essays furthers the dialogue between early modern history and
the social sciences through an analysis of Fernand Braudel's The Mediterranean and
the Mediterranean World of Philip II. The contributors review various historiographical
traditions to arrive at conclusions on contemporary theory and practice in the exchange
between history and the disciplines of geography, economics, sociology, anthropology,
politics (diplomatic history and the study of revolutions), psychology (law), religion, and
area studies (China and the Americas). Contributors Peter Burke, Emmanuel College,
University of Cambridge Jan de Vries, University of California, Berkeley Mark Elvin,
Australian National University, Canberra Jack A. Goldstone, University of California,
Davis Antonio Manuel Hespanha, Universidade Nova de Lisboa Henry Kamen, Consejo
Superior de Investigaciones Científicas, Institució Milà i Fontanals, Barcelona John A.
Marino, University of California, San Diego Ottavia Niccoli, Università degli Studi di
Trento Anthony Pagden, University of California, Los Angeles M. J. Rodríguez-Salgado,
London School of Economics Bartolomé Yun Casalilla, Universidad Pablo de Olavide
de Sevilla

What consequences does the design of the virtual yield for architecture and to
what extent can the nature of architecture be used productively to turn gameworlds into sustainable places - over here, in »reality«? This pioneering collection
gives an overview of contemporary developments in designing video games and
of the relationships such practices have established with the design of
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architecture. Due to their often simulatory nature, games reveal constructions of
reality while positively impacting spatial ability and allowing for alternative
avenues to complex topics and processes of negotiation. Granting insight into the
merging of the design of real and virtual environments, this volume offers an
invaluable platform for further debate.
This study recovers Italo Calvino's central place in a lost history of
interdisciplinary thought, politics, and literary philosophy in the 1960s. Drawing on
his letters, essays, critical reviews, and fiction, as well as a wide range of works -primarily urban planning and design theory and history -- circulating among his
primary interlocutors, this book takes as its point of departure a sweeping
reinterpretation of Invisible Cities. Passages from Calvino's most famous novel
routinely appear as aphorisms in calendars, posters, and the popular literature of
inspiration and self-help, reducing the novel to vague abstractions and totalizing
wisdom about thinking outside the box. The shadow of postmodern studies has
had a similarly diminishing effect on this text, rendering up an accomplished but
ultimately apolitical novelistic experimentation in endless deconstructive
deferrals, the shiny surfaces of play, and the ultimately rigged game of selfreferentiality. In contrast, this study draws on an archive of untranslated Italianand French-language materials on urban planning, architecture, and utopian
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architecture to argue that Calvino's novel in fact introduces readers to the
material history of urban renewal in Italy, France, and the U.S. in the 1960s, as
well as the multidisciplinary core of cultural life in that decade: the complex and
continuous interplay among novelists and architects, scientists and artists, literary
historians and visual studies scholars. His last love poem for the dying city was in
fact profoundly engaged, deeply committed to the ethical dimensions of both
architecture and lived experience in the spaces of modernity as well as the
resistant practices of reading and utopian imagining that his urban studies in turn
inspired.
Translating Travel examines the relationship between travel writing and
translation, asking what happens when books travel beyond the narrow confines
of one genre, one literary system and one culture. The volume takes as its
starting point the marginal position of contemporary Italian travel writing in the
Italian literary system, and proposes a comparative reading of originals and
translations designed to highlight the varying reception of texts in different
cultures. Two main themes in the book are the affinity between the
representations produced by travel and the practices of translation, and the
complex links between travel writing and genres such as ethnography,
journalism, autobiography and fiction. Individual chapters are devoted to Italian
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travellers' accounts of Tibet and their English translations; the hybridization of
journalism and travel writing in the works of Oriana Fallaci; Italo Calvino's
sublimation of travel writing in the stylized fiction of Le città invisibili; and the
complex network of literary references which marked the reception of Claudio
Magris's Danubio in different cultures.
For more than fifteen years, Nomadic Subjectshas guided discourse in
continental philosophy and feminist theory, exploring the constitution of
contemporary subjectivity, especially the concept of difference within European
philosophy and political theory. Rosi Braidotti's creative style vividly renders a
productive crisis of modernity. From a feminist perspective, she recasts
embodiment, sexual difference, and complex concepts through relations to
technology, historical events, and popular culture. This thoroughly revised and
expanded edition retains all but two of Braidotti's original essays, including her
investigations into epistemology's relation to the "woman question;" feminism and
biomedical ethics; European feminism; and the possible relations between
American feminism and European politics and philosophy. A new piece
integrates Deleuze and Guattari's concept of the "becoming-minoritarian" more
deeply into modern democratic thought, and a chapter on methodology explains
Braidotti's methods while engaging with her critics. A new introduction muses on
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Braidotti's provocative legacy.
This collection examines the multifaceted opus of Pier Paolo Pasolini through a
contemporary critical lens. It offers new interpretations to some classic works
such as Salò or the 120 Days of Sodom and Decameron while considering some
lesser studied pieces, for example Orestiade and his Friulian verse.
In a fascinating and accessible style, Marco Piccolino and Nick Wade analyse the
scientific and philosophical work of Galileo Galilei from the particular viewpoint of
his approach to the senses (and especially vision) as a means of acquiring
trustworthy knowledge about the constitution of the world
"La "Leggerezza", la "Rapidità", l'"Esattezza", la "Visibilità", la "Molteplicità"
dovrebbero in realtà informare non soltanto l'attività degli scrittori ma ogni gesto
della nostra troppo sciatta, svagata esistenza." (Dalla quarta di copertina di Gian
Carlo Roscioni alla prima edizione)
This volume focuses on realisations of wordplay in different cultures and social
and historical contexts, and brings together various research traditions of
approaching wordplay. Together with the volume DWP 7, it assembles selected
papers presented at the interdisciplinary conference The Dynamics of Wordplay /
La dynamique du jeu de mots (Trier, 2016) and stresses the inherent dynamicity
of wordplay and wordplay research.
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Marco Pellitteri examines the growing influence of Japanese pop culture in European contexts
in this comprehensive study of manga, anime, and video games. Looking at the period from
1975 to today, Pellitteri discusses Super Mario, Pokémon, kawaii, Sonic, robots and cyborgs,
Astro Boy, and Gundam, among other examples of these popular forms. Pellitteri divides this
period into two eras ("the dragon" and "the dazzle") to better understand this cultural
phenomenon and means by which it achieved worldwide distribution.
This book deals with a topic that is gaining increasing critical attention, the literature of
nonsense and absurdity. The volume gathers together twenty-one essays on various aspects
of literary nonsense, according to criteria that are deliberately inclusive and eclectic. Its
purpose is to offer a gallery of “nonsense practices” in literature across periods and countries,
in the conviction that important critical insights can be gained from these juxtapositions. Most
of the cases presented here deal with linguistic nonsense, but in a few instances the nonsense
operates at the higher level of the interpretation of reality on the part of the subject—or of the
impossibility thereof. The contributors to the volume are established and younger scholars from
various countries. Chronologically, the chapters range widely from Dante to Václav Havel, and
offer a large span of national literatures (Czech, English, Finnish, French, German, Italian,
Japanese) and literary genres (poetry, prose, and drama), inviting the readers to trace their
own pathway and draw their own lines of connection. One point that emerges with particular
force is the notion that what distinguishes literary nonsense is its somehow “regulated” nature.
Literary nonsense thus sounds like a deliberate, last-ditch attempt to snatch order from the
jaws of chaos—the speech of the “Fool” as opposed to the tale told by an idiot. It is this kind of
post-Derridean retrieval of choice as the defining element in semantic transactions which is
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perhaps the most significant insight bequeathed by the study of nonsense to the analysis of
poetry and literature in general.
The expert readings in this collection explore the ten stories of Day Six of Boccaccio's
Decameron - a day that involves meditations on language, narration, and meaning
Italo Calvino was due to deliver the Charles Eliot Norton lectures at Harvard in 1985-86, but
they were left unfinished at his death. The surviving drafts explore of the concepts of
Lightness, Quickness, Multiplicity, Exactitude and Visibility (Constancy was to be the sixth) in
serious yet playful essays that reveal Calvino's debt to the comic strip and the folktale. With his
customary imagination and grace, he sought to define the virtues of the great literature of the
past in order to shape the values of the future. This collection is a brilliant précis of the work of
a great writer whose legacy will endure through the millennium he addressed. Italo Calvino,
one of Italy's finest postwar writers, has delighted readers around the world with his deceptively
simple, fable-like stories. Calvino was born in Cuba in 1923 and raised in San Remo, Italy; he
fought for the Italian Resistance from 1943-45. His major works include Cosmicomics (1968),
Invisible Cities (1972), and If on a winter's night a traveler (1979). He died in Siena in1985, of a
brain hemorrhage.
"The Author in Criticism offers a comparative analysis of the reception and circulation of Italo
Calvino's works in the United States of America, the United Kingdom and Italy, proposing new
views that arise from the analysis of the different phases and faces that characterize Calvino's
transnational authorial profile"-What do we 'see' when we think of Italy? How is our sense of that country, its people and
culture formed, what conditions it? Looters, Photographers, and Thieves suggests that our
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visualization and relationship to a place like Italy is the result of a long and complex series of
constructed images that have their origins in the ideology of nation building.
Imagine mathematics, imagine with the help of mathematics, imagine new worlds, new
geometries, new forms. The new volume in the series “Imagine Math” is intended to contribute
to grasping how much that is interesting and new is happening in the relationships between
mathematics, imagination and culture. The present book begins with the connections between
mathematics, numbers, poetry and music, with the latest opera by Italian composer Claudio
Ambrosini. Literature and narrative also play an important role here. There is cinema too, with
the “erotic” mathematics films by Edward Frenkel, and the new short “Arithmétique “ by
Munari and Rovazzani. The section on applications of mathematics features a study of ants, as
well as the refined forms and surfaces generated by algorithms used in the performances by
Adrien Mondot and Claire Bardainne. Last but not least, in honour of the hundredth
anniversary of his birth, a mathematical, literary and theatrical homage to Alan Turing, one of
the outstanding figures of the twentieth century.
"Contemporary fantastic fiction, particularly that written by women, often challenges traditional
literary practice. At the same time the predominantly male-authored canon of fantastic
literature offers a problematic range of gender stereotypes for female authors to 're-write'.
Fantastic tropes, of space in particular, enable three important contemporary Italian female
writers (Paola Capriolo, b. 1962; Francesca Duranti, b. 1935 and Rossana Ombres, b. 1931) to
encounter and counter anxieties about writing from the female subject. All three writers begin
by exploring the hermetic, fantastic space of enclosure with a critical, or troubled, eye, but
eventually opt for wider national, and often international spaces, in which only a 'fantastic trace'
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remains. This shift mirrors their own increasingly confident distance from male-authored literary
models and demonstrates the creative input that these writers bring to the literary canon, by
redefining its generic boundaries."
Calvino’s Combinational Creativity examines the various ways combinatory processes
influence the work of the Italian author Italo Calvino. Comprising chapters by six literary
scholars, the volume asserts that the Ligurian writer’s creativity often stems from his
contemplation of literature even as it investigates the intersection of his work with poets,
writers, and literary movements. Each chapter explores a different aspect of Calvino’s
creativity. Natalie Berkman examines Calvino as a reader of Ariosto and provides an analysis
of mathematical combinations inspired by Vladmir Propp in Il castello dei destini incrociati.
Discussing the poetic and scientific influence of the Argentine writer Julio Cortázar on Calvino,
Sara Ceroni then presents Palomar as a modernist work of epiphanies. This is followed by two
chapters investigating different influences on Cosmicomics: Elio Baldi demonstrates how
Calvino’s collection of stories appropriates various conventions of the science fiction genre,
while Elizabeth Scheiber provides a close reading of two tales to show how Calvino uses
science as a metaphor to comment on the poetics of Italian authors Gadda, D’Annunzio,
Ungaretti, and Montale. Cecilia Benaglia then proposes Calvino as a reader of Gadda, who
served not only as an aesthetic influence, but also as an epistemological one. Finally,
juxtaposing Calvino with his contemporary, Umberto Eco, Sebastiano Bazzichetto examines
the two authors’ use of figures of speech as ways of constructing labyrinths. Calvino’s
Combinational Creativity takes Calvino studies in new directions as it rethinks how the
author’s work can be classified, and delves into the sources of his inspiration.
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Opening to passion as an unsettling, transformative force; extending desire to the text,
expanding the self, and dissolving its boundaries; imagining pleasures outside the norm and
intensifying them; overcoming loss and reaching beyond death; being loyal to oneself and
defying productivity, resolution, and cohesion while embracing paradox, non-linearity,
incompletion. These are some of the possibilities of lyric that this book explores by reading
Petrarch’s vernacular poetry in dialogue with that of other poets, including Guido Cavalcanti,
Dante, and Shakespeare. In the Epilogue, the poet Antonella Anedda Angioy engages with
Ossip Mandel’štam and Paul Celan’s dialogue with Petrarch and extends it into the present.
The first comprehensive study in English of Umberto Eco's theories and fictions.
Understanding Italo Calvino's love of storytelling is pivotal to understanding the cultural and
literary matrix of his lush fictional universe. A rich and vibrant critical portrait of Calvino's work.
What should children and students read? This volume explores challenging picturebooks as
learning materials in early childhood education, primary and secondary school, and even
universities. It addresses a wide range of thematic, cognitive, and aesthetic challenges and
educational affordances of picturebooks in various languages and from different countries.
Written by leading and emerging scholars in the field of picturebook studies and literacy
research, the book discusses the impact of challenging picturebooks in a comprehensive
manner and combines theoretical considerations, picturebook analyses, and empirical studies
with children and students. It introduces stimulating picturebooks from all continents and how
they are used or may be used in educational settings and contexts. The chapters touch on
subjects like reading promotion, second-language acquisition, art education, interdisciplinary
learning, empathy development, minority issues, and intercultural competence. Moreover, they
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consider relevant aspects of the educational environments, such as the inclusion of
picturebooks in the curriculum, the significance of school libraries, and the impact of
publishers. Exploring Challenging Picturebooks in Education sheds new light on the multiple
dimensions relevant to investigating the impact of picturebooks on learning processes and the
development of multimodal literacy competencies. It thus makes a significant contribution to
the growing area of picturebook research and will be key reading for educators, researchers,
and post-graduate students in the field of literacy studies, children’s literature, and education
research.
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