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This title considers the history of Italy from the Risorgimento (the movement leading to Italian
Unification in 1861) to the present. It also discusses Italy's political system and style of
government; economic modernisation; emigration, internal migration and immigration; and the
modern Italian culture and lifestyle.
An interpretative essay on the British political system looks at the key characteristics and ideas
of the British tradition, explores what makes British politics distinctive, and considers how the
system continues to evolve.
The role and significance of parliament in the British political system has changed dramatically
in the past decade with the setting up of elected assemblies in Scotland, Wales, and Northern
Ireland, the extension of European law making and reform of parliament itself, especially in
relation to the House of Lords. This major new text by a leading academic authority who is also
a parliamentarian himself revisits the central question of his highly-acclaimed earlier text Does
Parliament Matter? in relation both to its role in governance and its relationship to the citizen.
In this Very Short Introduction, Michael Freeden explores the concept of liberalism, one of the
longest-standing and central political theories and ideologies. Combining a variety of
approaches, he distinguishes between liberalism as a political movement, as a system of
ideas, and as a series of ethical and philosophical principles.
Sally Holland and Jonathan Scourfield explain what social work is and the range of cases it
deals with. Looking at its history and main debates, as well as the theories and methods of
social work, they include a range of case studies from around the world.
First published in 1991, Politics UK is now in its sixth edition and continues to provide the most
comprehensive, elegant and up to date coverage of all aspects of the British political system.
The book presents a detailed examination of the core elements of the British political scene
divided into six classic parts: context, defining the political world, the representative process,
the legislative process, the executive process and the policy process. The sixth edition has
been thoroughly updated and revised and is now in full colour throughout.
This revised and updated ninth edition of the bestselling textbook Politics UK is an
indispensable introduction to British politics. It provides a thorough and accessible overview of
the institutions and processes of British government, a good grounding in British political
history and an incisive introduction to the issues and challenges facing Britain today, including
the European referendum and Brexit. The ninth edition welcomes brand new material from
seven new contributors to complement the rigorously updated and highly respected chapters
retained from the previous edition. It delivers excellent coverage of contemporary events
including a new chapter on Euro-scepticism and the European referendum, an assessment of
the performance of Labour’s leadership, the trials and tribulations of the Liberal Democrats
and UKIP, and the evolving devolution debate in Scotland, led by the Scottish Nationalist
Party. Features of the new edition include: Britain in context boxes offering contrasting
international perspectives on key themes in British politics A comprehensive ‘who’s who’ of
politics in the form of Profile boxes featuring key political figures And another thing . . . pieces
containing short articles written by distinguished commentators including Mark Garnett, Sir
David Omand, Richard Wilkinson and Sir Simon Jenkins An epilogue analyzing the turbulent
state of UK politics following the European referendum With chapters written by highly
respected scholars in the field and contemporary articles on real-world politics from well-known
political commentators, this textbook is an essential guide for all students of British politics.
The First World War led to a fundamental realignment of British politics. A Liberal government
of glittering talent and great achievement was swept away. The coalition that replaced it was in
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turn overthrown by a cross-party movement led by David Lloyd George, who came to power as
the Liberal Prime Minister of a largely Conservative coalition in December 1916. In the postwar general election the historic Liberal Party was split in two and was replaced as the main
party on the left by the reorganised and revitalised Labour Party. This penetrating study by
John Turner explores this process of political change at a moment of crisis in British political
history. Turner describes how the Lloyd George coalition first grappled with military disaster
and the threat of economic collapse and then faced a further threat to political stability as the
desire for a negotiated peace grew in the factories, in the corridors of Westminster, and even in
the British army in France. He relates how Lloyd George and his Conservative allies, fearing
political chaos as much as defeat in the field, tried to reconstruct the party system to suit
themselves. The author examines the struggle for power among leading politicians, showing
how that struggle was driven by the overwhelming problems of governing a society at war and
anticipating the uncertainties of peace. He anatomises British political society to explore how
the war accelerated pre-war political developments and diverted the course of change. He
exposes paradoxes in political values, especially in attitudes toward the state, and reassesses
the major personalities. His concluding study of the results of the 1918 election offers a unique
picture of the emerging political geography of twentieth-century Britain. The book sheds new
light on such familiar topics as the decline of Liberalism, the rise of Labour, the growth of the
state, and the clash between civil and military authority, and it poses new questions about the
British political system. It will be indispensable to an understanding of modern Britain.
In this new edition of the Very Short Introduction to Geopolitics, Klaus Dodds uses a wide
range of real-life examples, from the past and present, to demonstrate not only the importance
of the links between political power, geography, and cultural diversity, but also how our
geopolitical outlook moulds our understanding of the world
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A successor to the classic British Politics Today (written with Dennis Kavanagh) which has sold
over 120,000 copies, this new book addresses a similar task. It aims to condense the
complexities of British politics into a short manageable form for students at undergraduate level
and above. It would also serve well anyone wishing to quickly acquire a good working
knowledge of how the British political system works and has changed over recent decades.
The book covers the whole range of the core areas and the succinctly written text is illustrated
with plentiful diagrams, tables and figures. Each chapter provides a coherent summary of the
topic concerned and leads the reader on to further reading in longer, more detailed works. This
is the best short book on British politics available and offers excellent value to the student
purchaser.
In this updated Very Short Introduction to British Politics, Tony Wright adds a wealth of new
information to highlight the important changes affecting the British political system; including
the impact of the fall of New Labour and the rise of the coalition government, the financial
crisis, parliamentary scandal, terrorism, and immigration.
Gandhi (1869-1948) was one of the few men in history to fight simultaneously on moral,
religious, political, social, economic, and cultural fronts. During his time as a lawyer in South
Africa he developed his strategy of non-violence: the idea of opposing unjust laws by nonviolent protest, which he made the basis of his successful struggle against British rule in India.
In this Very Short Introduction to Gandhi's life and thought, Bhikhu Parekh outlines both
Gandhi's major philosophical insights and the limitations of his thought. He looks at Gandhi's
cosmocentric anthropology, his spiritual view of politics, his unique form of liberal
communitarianism, and his theories of oppression, non-violent action, and active citizenship.
He also considers how the success of Gandhi's principles was limited by his lack of coherent
theories of evil, and of state and power, and how his hostility to modern civilization impeded his
appreciation of its complexity. Gandhi's life and thought has had an enormous impact both
within and outside India, and he continues to be widely revered, as one of the greatest moral
and political leaders of the twentieth century. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
The French Revolution is a time of history made familiar from Dickens, Baroness
Orczy, and Tolstoy, as well as the legends of let them eat cake, and tricolours.
Beginning in 1789, this period of extreme political and social unrest saw the end
of the French monarchy, the death of an extraordinary number of people beneath
the guillotine's blade during the Terror, and the rise of Napoleon, as well as far
reaching consequences still with us today, such as the enduring ideology of
human rights, and decimalization. In this Very Short Introduction, William Doyle
introduces the French old regime and considers how and why it collapsed.
Retelling the unfolding events of the revolution, he analyses why the
revolutionaries quarrelled with the king, the church and the rest of Europe, why
this produced Terror, and finally how it accomplished rule by a general. Doyle
also discusses how and why the revolution destroyed the age-old cultural,
institutional, and social structures in France and beyond. In this new edition,
Doyle includes new sections highlighting the main developments in the field since
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the first edition, before exploring the legacy of the revolution in the form of
rationality in public affairs and responsible government. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
This book provides students with a critical introduction to the British political
system and the context of contemporary British policy making. Too often the
importance of interpretation, to any understanding of British politics is neglected.
Attention to conveying factual information takes precedence over developing
theoretical understandings. This book is different, in that it provides an account of
British politics that is conceptually and theoretically driven. It not only outlines the
key features of British politics but which also provides critical perspectives on
them. McAnulla uses particular concepts and theories to illuminate the key
dynamics of British politics i.e. to the ideas, practices and relationships that
sustain the political system. Particular attention is devoted to understanding
contemporary developments through an appreciation of the traditional dynamics
of British politics.
International relations affects everyone's lives: their security, economic wellbeing, rights and freedoms, and the environment they share. Recently we have
seen the transformation from a world of empires to today's world of sovereign
states, which are enmeshed in a complex array of international institutions, all
exercising degrees of political authority. The new global organization of political
authority has far-reaching consequences. This Very Short Introduction untangles
this complex world, providing an accessible framework for understanding the
contours of global political change. Christian Reus-Smit treats theory as an
indispensable tool for grasping international relations, but demystifies theorizing,
introducing it as an everyday human practice. He surveys a range of theories,
from realism to feminism: reading them as contrasting perspectives on the global
organization of political authority. Historically, such organization has been shaped
by diverse social forces, four of which are discussed in detail: shifting patterns of
warfare, changing economic conditions, struggles for rights, and the politics of
culture. Reus-Smit concludes with a reflection on the future of international
relations in an era of profound global change. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
???????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????
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??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
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A great deal of the world's history is the history of empires. Indeed it could be
said that all history is colonial history, if one takes a broad enough definition and
goes far enough back. And although the great historic imperial systems, the landbased Russian one as well as the seaborne empires of western European
powers, have collapsed during the past half century, their legacies shape almost
every aspect of life on a global scale. Meanwhile there is fierce argument, and
much speculation, about what has replaced the old territorial empires in world
politics. Do the United States and its allies, transnational companies, financial
and media institutions, or more broadly the forces of 'globalization', constitute a
new imperial system? Stephen Howe interprets the meaning of the idea of
'empire' through the ages, disentangling the multiple uses and abuses of the
labels 'empire', 'colonialism', etc., and examines the aftermath of imperialism on
the contemporary world. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
He also evaluates the changing ways in which, arising out of the experience of
Empire and decolonisation, more general ideas about imperialism, nationalism,
and under-development were developed during these years. His discussion
encompasses both the left wing of the Labour Party and groups outside it: in the
Communist Party, other independent left-wing groups, and single-issue
campaigns
Politics is about everyone. Even if you are not a politician, you cannot even vote or
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participate in elections. From what time do you have to arrive at school every day?
What is a crime? What can we do to avoid war? Which countries should we cooperate
with... These are all politics! We need to think about and discuss politics frequently in
order to know more about the world, for example: How was the United States born?
How did ancient Rome and China manage society? Why are elections and voting
important? When did capitalism and communism appear?
Thoroughly revised and updated since the second successive Labour election victory in
2001. It is firmly established as the definitive guide to the political map of the United
Kingdom, covering in detail each of the constituencies.
The first updated new edition in almost twenty years of this best-selling and beautifully
illustrated history of Britain, from Roman times to the 21st century.
Examining the forces of consensus and of conflict in 20th century Britain, this account
weaves cultural and artistic themes into the analysis, along with the distinct national
experiences of Scotland, Wales and Ireland.
Between 1760 and 1800, the American people cast off British rule to create a new
nation and a radically new form of government based on the idea that people have the
right to govern themselves. This title provides a cohesive synthesis of the military,
diplomatic, political, social, and intellectual aspects of the American Revolution, paying
special attention to the Revolution's causes and consequences.
Traditional Chinese edition of Becoming: A Guided Journal for Discovering Your Voice
Until the modern period the integration of church (or other religion) and state (or political
life) had been taken for granted. The political order was always tied to an official religion
in Christian Europe, pre-Christian Europe, and in the Arabic world. But from the
eighteenth century onwards, some European states began to set up their political order
on a different basis. Not religion, but the rule of law through non-religious values
embedded in constitutions became the foundation of some states - a movement we
now call secularism. In others, a de facto secularism emerged as political values and
civil and criminal law altered their professed foundation from a shared religion to a nonreligious basis. Today secularism is an increasingly hot topic in public, political, and
religious debate across the globe. It is embodied in the conflict between secular
republics - from the US to India - and the challenges they face from resurgent religious
identity politics; in the challenges faced by religious states like those of the Arab world
from insurgent secularists; and in states like China where calls for freedom of belief are
challenging a state imposed non-religious worldview. In this Very Short Introduction
Andrew Copson tells the story of secularism, taking in momentous episodes in world
history, such as the great transition of Europe from religious orthodoxy to pluralism, the
global struggle for human rights and democracy, and the origins of modernity. He also
considers the role of secularism when engaging with some of the most contentious
political and legal issues of our time: 'blasphemy', 'apostasy', religious persecution,
religious discrimination, religious schools, and freedom of belief and freedom of thought
in a divided world. Previously published in hardback as Secularism: Politics, Religion,
and Freedom ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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In 1893 a Swiss neuroscientist called Theodore Flournoy conducted an interview
with an individual known only as "Madame L", during which Madame L described
the personalities of numbers, from 6, an orphaned young man, very well brought
up and polite, to 9, the selfish and maniacal husband ofMadame 8, to the
extravagant and self-centred 5. For Madame L it was impossible to contemplate
the numbers without feeling their attendant personalities. This is one of the first
records we have of synaesthesia, often described as a rare neurological
condition that gives rise to a type of "mergingof the senses". For those who
experience it - synaesthetes - one sense appears to cross with another. Some
people experience the sensation of different flavours when they hear certain
words, while others see vivid colours on reading words. In the varying forms of
synaesthesia letters, numbers,words, sounds, colours, or textures can merge
together, resulting in sensations of colourful chords, chicken that feels pointy
when eaten, and beef that tastes dark blue.In this Very Short Introduction Julia
Simner introduces the many different ways synaesthesia presents itself.
Discussing the scientific tests we have developed for distinguishing true
synaesthetes (who may not even be aware that their sensations are unusual),
Simner considers how we can measure theeffects synaesthesia has on the
everyday lives of people living with it. Exploring the fascinating stories of different
individuals' experiences of the world through the many forms of synaesthesia,
she discusses the increasingly documented links between synaesthesia and
artistic creativity andlateral thinking, and also the potential limitations
synaesthesia might impose. Delving into the neuroscience behind synaesthesia,
Simner also relates contemporary attempts at understanding both the genetic
causes of synaesthesia, and how synesthetic sensations occur in the
brain.ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
andenthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
From the Plantation of Ulster in the seventeenth century to the entry into peace
talks in the late twentieth century the Northern Irish people have been engaged in
conflict - Catholic against Protestant, Republican against Unionist. The traumas
of violence in the Northern Ireland Troubles have cast a long shadow. For many
years, this appeared to be an intractable conflict with no pathway out. Mass
mobilisations of people and dramatic political crises punctuated a seemingly
endless succession of bloodshed. When in the 1990s and early 21st century,
peace was painfully built, it brought together unlikely rivals, making Northern
Ireland a model for conflict resolution internationally. But disagreement about the
future of the province remains, and for the first time in decades one can now
seriously speak of a democratic end to the Union between Northern Ireland and
Great Britain as a foreseeable possibility. The Northern Ireland problem remains
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a fundamental issue as the United Kingdom recasts its relationship with Europe
and the world. In this completely revised edition of his Very Short Introduction
Marc Mulholland explores the pivotal moments in Northern Irish history - the rise
of republicanism in the 1800s, Home Rule and the civil rights movement, the
growth of Sinn Fein and the provisional IRA, and the DUP, before bringing the
story up to date, drawing on newly available memoirs by paramilitary militants to
offer previously unexplored perspectives, as well as recent work on Nothern Irish
gender relations. Mulholland also includes a new chapter on the state of affairs in
21st Century Northern Ireland, considering the question of Irish unity in the light
of both Brexit and the approaching anniversary of the 1921 partition, and drawing
new lessons for the future. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Tony Wright's Very Short Introduction to British Politics is an interpretative essay
on the British political system, rather than merely an abbreviated textbook on how
it currently works. He identifies key characteristics and ideas of the British
tradition, and investigates what makes British politics distinctive, while
emphasizing throughout the book how these characteristics are reflected in the
way the political system actually functions. Each chapter is organized around a
key theme, such as the constitution or political accountability, which is first
established and then explored with examples and illustrations. This in turn
provides a perspective for a discussion of how the system is changing, looking in
particular at devolution and Britain's place in Europe.
????????????????????????????????????????????????????“???”?“????”?“??”?
???????????????????????“????”?“?????”
?????????????????????????????????????????
Previous editions published as: Global warming.
China today is never out of the news: from human rights controversies and the
continued legacy of Tiananmen Square, to global coverage of the Beijing
Olympics, and the Chinese 'economic miracle'. It seems a country of
contradictions: a peasant society with some of the world's most futuristic cities,
heir to an ancient civilization that is still trying to find a modern identity. This Very
Short Introduction offers the reader with no previous knowledge of China a
variety of ways to understand the world's most populous nation, giving a short,
integrated picture of modern Chinese society, culture, economy, politics and art.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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