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Almost Astronauts
In the 1830s, when a brave and curious girl named Elizabeth
Blackwell was growing up, women were supposed to be
wives and mothers. Some women could be teachers or
seamstresses, but career options were few. Certainly no
women were doctors. But Elizabeth refused to accept the
common beliefs that women weren't smart enough to be
doctors, or that they were too weak for such hard work. And
she would not take no for an answer. Although she faced
much opposition, she worked hard and finally—when she
graduated from medical school and went on to have a brilliant
career—proved her detractors wrong. This inspiring story of
the first female doctor shows how one strong-willed woman
opened the doors for all the female doctors to come. Who
Says Women Can't Be Doctors? by Tanya Lee Stone is an
NPR Best Book of 2013 This title has common core
connections.
Relates the early excitement and glamour in the life of
astronaut Charlie Duke and his wife, recaping the exciting
sequences of events that made up Apollo 16 and discussing
the personal problems faced by he and his wife
For readers of The Astronaut Wives Club, The Mercury 13
reveals the little-known true story of the remarkable women
who trained for NASA space flight. In 1961, just as NASA
launched its first man into space, a group of women
underwent secret testing in the hopes of becoming America’s
first female astronauts. They passed the same battery of tests
at the legendary Lovelace Foundation as did the Mercury 7
astronauts, but they were summarily dismissed by the boys’
club at NASA and on Capitol Hill. The USSR sent its first
woman into space in 1963; the United States did not follow
suit for another twenty years. For the first time, Martha
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Ackmann tells the story of the dramatic events surrounding
these thirteen remarkable women, all crackerjack pilots and
patriots who sometimes sacrificed jobs and marriages for a
chance to participate in America’s space race against the
Soviet Union. In addition to talking extensively to these
women, Ackmann interviewed Chuck Yeager, John Glenn,
Scott Carpenter, and others at NASA and in the White House
with firsthand knowledge of the program, and includes here
never-before-seen photographs of the Mercury 13 passing
their Lovelace tests. Despite the crushing disappointment of
watching their dreams being derailed, the Mercury 13 went on
to extraordinary achievement in their lives: Jerrie Cobb, who
began flying when she was so small she had to sit on pillows
to see out of the cockpit, dedicated her life to flying solo
missions to the Amazon rain forest; Wally Funk, who talked
her way into the Lovelace trials, went on to become one of
the first female FAA investigators; Janey Hart, mother of eight
and, at age forty, the oldest astronaut candidate, had the
political savvy to steer the women through congressional
hearings and later helped found the National Organization for
Women. A provocative tribute to these extraordinary women,
The Mercury 13 is an unforgettable story of determination,
resilience, and inextinguishable hope.
A 2020 LOCUS AWARD FINALIST Jeff VanderMeer's Dead
Astronauts presents a City with no name of its own where, in
the shadow of the all-powerful Company, lives human and
otherwise converge in terrifying and miraculous ways. At
stake: the fate of the future, the fate of Earth—all the Earths. A
messianic blue fox who slips through warrens of time and
space on a mysterious mission. A homeless woman haunted
by a demon who finds the key to all things in a strange
journal. A giant leviathan of a fish, centuries old, who hides a
secret, remembering a past that may not be its own. Three
ragtag rebels waging an endless war for the fate of the world

Page 2/22



Read PDF Almost Astronauts

against an all-powerful corporation. A raving madman who
wanders the desert lost in the past, haunted by his own
creation: an invisible monster whose name he has forgotten
and whose purpose remains hidden.
From the author of the acclaimed and best-selling The Gates
of the Alamo, a novel of extraordinary power about what it’s
like, and what it means, to journey into space as one of
today’s astronauts. At the novel’s center: Lucy Kincheloe, an
astronaut married to an astronaut, the loving mother of two
young children, with a fierce ambition to excel in the space
program. Her husband, Brian, a rigorous man whose dreams
of glory have been blighted by two star-crossed missions.
Walt Womack, the steady, unflappable leader of the training
team that prepares Lucy for her first shuttle flight. Lucy has
devoted years of intense and focused effort to win her place
on a mission, but as her lifelong dream of flying in space
comes true, her familiar world appears to be falling apart
around her. Her marriage is deteriorating. Her son’s asthma
is growing more serious. Her relationship with Walt Womack
is becoming dangerously intimate. And when at last she is in
space, 240 miles above the earth, and an accident renders
the world she left behind appallingly distant—perhaps
unreachable—her spirit is tested in gripping and unexpected
ways. In The Gates of the Alamo, Stephen Harrigan’s
narrative authority brought a vanished nineteenth-century
Texas to vibrant life. In Challenger Park, he does the same
with the world of space flight, bringing us up close to the
lives—the risks, the friendships, the rituals, the training—of the
astronauts and the people who work with them. Harrigan has
written an exciting—indeed a thrilling—novel about the contrary
pulls of home and adventure, reality and dreams, and the
unimaginable experience, the joys and terrors and
revelations, of space flight itself.
In 1978, Sally Ride, a PhD candidate at Standford University,
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responded to a newspaper ad to join the US astronaut
program. She was accepted and became the first American
woman astronaut to fly in space! Among her other
accomplishments, she played tennis like a professional, was
an astrophysicist who helped develop a robotic arm for space
shuttles, and later, through Sally Ride Science, worked to
make science cool and accessible for girls. Sally Ride, who
died on July 23, 2012, will continue to inspire young children.
They had the right stuff. They defied the prejudices of the
time. And they blazed a trail for generations of women to
follow. What does it take to be an astronaut? Excellence at
flying, courage, intelligence, resistance to stress, top physical
shape -- any checklist would include these. But when America
created NASA in 1958, there was another unspoken rule: you
had to be a man. Here is the tale of thirteen women who
proved that they were not only as tough as the toughest man
but also brave enough to challenge the government. They
were blocked by prejudice, jealousy, and the scrawled note of
one of the most powerful men in Washington. But even
though the Mercury 13 women did not make it into space,
they did not lose, for their example empowered young women
to take their place in the sky, piloting jets and commanding
space capsules. ALMOST ASTRONAUTS is the story of
thirteen true pioneers of the space age. Back matter includes
an author’s note, an appendix, further reading, a
bibliography, sources, source notes, and an index.
Almost Astronauts13 Women who Dared to
DreamCandlewick Press (MA)
Travel to space and back with astronaut Chris Hadfield's
"enthralling" bestseller as your eye-opening guide
(Slate). Colonel Chris Hadfield has spent decades
training as an astronaut and has logged nearly 4000
hours in space. During this time he has broken into a
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Space Station with a Swiss army knife, disposed of a live
snake while piloting a plane, and been temporarily
blinded while clinging to the exterior of an orbiting
spacecraft. The secret to Col. Hadfield's success-and
survival-is an unconventional philosophy he learned at
NASA: prepare for the worst- and enjoy every moment of
it. In An Astronaut's Guide to Life on Earth, Col. Hadfield
takes readers deep into his years of training and space
exploration to show how to make the impossible
possible. Through eye-opening, entertaining stories filled
with the adrenaline of launch, the mesmerizing wonder of
spacewalks, and the measured, calm responses
mandated by crises, he explains how conventional
wisdom can get in the way of achievement — and
happiness. His own extraordinary education in space has
taught him some counterintuitive lessons: don't visualize
success, do care what others think, and always sweat
the small stuff. You might never be able to build a robot,
pilot a spacecraft, make a music video or perform basic
surgery in zero gravity like Col. Hadfield. But his vivid
and refreshing insights will teach you how to think like an
astronaut, and will change, completely, the way you view
life on Earth — especially your own. "Hadfield proves
himself to be not only a fierce explorer of the universe,
but also a deeply thoughtful explorer of the human
condition." —Maria Popova, Brain Pickings
The tranquility of Mars is disrupted by humans who want
to conquer space, colonize the planet, and escape a
doomed Earth.
An argument that we have a moral duty to explore other
planets and solar systems--because human life on Earth
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has an expiration date. Inevitably, life on Earth will come
to an end, whether by climate disaster, cataclysmic war,
or the death of the sun in a few billion years. To avoid
extinction, we will have to find a new home planet,
perhaps even a new solar system, to inhabit. In this
provocative and fascinating book, Christopher Mason
argues that we have a moral duty to do just that. As the
only species aware that life on Earth has an expiration
date, we have a responsibility to act as the shepherd of
life-forms--not only for our species but for all species on
which we depend and for those still to come (by
accidental or designed evolution). Mason argues that the
same capacity for ingenuity that has enabled us to build
rockets and land on other planets can be applied to
redesigning biology so that we can sustainably inhabit
those planets. And he lays out a 500-year plan for
undertaking the massively ambitious project of
reengineering human genetics for life on other worlds. As
they are today, our frail human bodies could never
survive travel to another habitable planet. Mason
describes the toll that long-term space travel took on
astronaut Scott Kelly, who returned from a year on the
International Space Station with changes to his blood,
bones, and genes. Mason proposes a ten-phase,
500-year program that would engineer the genome so
that humans can tolerate the extreme environments of
outer space--with the ultimate goal of achieving human
settlement of new solar systems. He lays out a roadmap
of which solar systems to visit first, and merges
biotechnology, philosophy, and genetics to offer an
unparalleled vision of the universe to come.
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The All-American Boys is a no-holds-barred candid
memoir by a former Marine jet jockey and physicist who
became NASA's second civilian astronaut. Walter
Cunningham presents the astronauts in all their glory in
this dramatically revised and updated edition. From its
insider's view of the astropolitics that guided the
functioning of the astronaut corps to its thoughtful
discussion of the Columbia tragedy, The All-American
Boys resonates with Cunningham's passion for
humanity's destiny in space. Cunningham brings us into
NASA's training program and reveals what it takes to be
an astronaut. He poignantly relates the story of the
devastating Apollo 1 fire that took the lives of three
astronauts and his own later successful flight on Apollo
7.
NATIONAL BEST SELLER A stunning, personal memoir
from the astronaut and modern-day hero who spent a
record-breaking year aboard the International Space
Station—a message of hope for the future that will inspire
for generations to come. The veteran of four spaceflights
and the American record holder for consecutive days
spent in space, Scott Kelly has experienced things very
few have. Now, he takes us inside a sphere utterly
hostile to human life. He describes navigating the
extreme challenge of long-term spaceflight, both life-
threatening and mundane: the devastating effects on the
body; the isolation from everyone he loves and the
comforts of Earth; the catastrophic risks of colliding with
space junk; and the still more haunting threat of being
unable to help should tragedy strike at home--an
agonizing situation Kelly faced when, on a previous
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mission, his twin brother's wife, American
Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords, was shot while he
still had two months in space. Kelly's humanity,
compassion, humor, and determination resonate
throughout, as he recalls his rough-and-tumble New
Jersey childhood and the youthful inspiration that
sparked his astounding career, and as he makes clear
his belief that Mars will be the next, ultimately
challenging, step in spaceflight. In Endurance, we see
the triumph of the human imagination, the strength of the
human will, and the infinite wonder of the galaxy.
Presents the story of a North Carolina high school whose
students successfully built an award-winning electric car.
!--[if gte mso 9] ![endif]-- Read the bestselling book that
inspired the ABC television series. As America's Mercury
Seven astronauts were launched on death-defying
missions, television cameras focused on the brave
smiles of their young wives. Overnight, these women
were transformed from military spouses into American
royalty. They had tea with Jackie Kennedy, appeared on
the cover of Life magazine, and quickly grew into fashion
icons. Annie Glenn, with her picture-perfect marriage,
was the envy of the other wives; JFK made it clear that
platinum-blonde Rene Carpenter was his favorite; and
licensed pilot Trudy Cooper arrived with a secret that
needed to stay hidden from NASA. Together with the
other wives they formed the Astronaut Wives Club,
providing one another with support and friendship, coffee
and cocktails. As their celebrity rose-and as divorce and
tragedy began to touch their lives-the wives continued to
rally together, forming bonds that would withstand the
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test of time, and they have stayed friends for over half a
century. THE ASTRONAUT WIVES CLUB tells the story
of the women who stood beside some of the biggest
heroes in American history.
In the graphic novel Astronauts: Women on the Final
Frontier, Jim Ottaviani and illustrator Maris Wicks
capture the great humor and incredible drive of Mary
Cleave, Valentina Tereshkova, and the first women in
space. The U.S. may have put the first man on the
moon, but it was the Soviet space program that made
Valentina Tereshkova the first woman in space. It took
years to catch up, but soon NASA’s first female
astronauts were racing past milestones of their own. The
trail-blazing women of Group 9, NASA’s first mixed
gender class, had the challenging task of convincing the
powers that be that a woman’s place is in space, but
they discovered that NASA had plenty to learn about
how to make space travel possible for everyone.
The stories of the remarkable women who have
bravely met two challenges: the risk of space travel
and the struggle to succeed in a man's world.
When it comes to Mars, the focus is often on how to
get there: the rockets, the engines, the fuel. But
upon arrival, what will it actually be like? In 2013,
Kate Greene moved to Mars. That is, along with five
fellow crew members, she embarked on NASA’s
first HI-SEAS mission, a simulated Martian
environment located on the slopes of Mauna Loa in
Hawai'i. For four months she lived, worked, and slept
in an isolated geodesic dome, conducting a sleep
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study on her crew mates and gaining incredible
insight into human behavior in tight quarters, as well
as the nature of boredom, dreams, and isolation that
arise amidst the promise of scientific progress and
glory. In Once Upon a Time I Lived on Mars, Greene
draws on her experience to contemplate humanity’s
broader impulse to explore. The result is a twined
story of space and life, of the standard, able-bodied
astronaut and Greene’s brother’s disability, of the
lag time of interplanetary correspondences and the
challenges of a long-distance marriage, of freeze-
dried egg powder and fresh pineapple, of departure
and return. By asking what kind of wisdom humanity
might take to Mars and elsewhere in the Universe,
Greene has written a remarkable, wide-ranging
examination of our time in space right now, as a pre-
Mars species, poised on the edge, readying for
launch.
Lunar missions chronicled in paintings by Apollo 12
astronaut Captain Alan Bean.
One of the most elusive and controversial figures in
NASA's history, George W. S. Abbey was called "the
Dark Lord," "the Godfather," and "UNO" (unidentified
NASA official) by those within NASA. From young
pilot and wannabe astronaut to engineer, bureaucrat,
and finally director of the Johnson Space Center
("mission control"), Abbey's story has never been
fully told—until now. This fascinating account takes
readers inside NASA to learn the real story of how

Page 10/22



Read PDF Almost Astronauts

Abbey rose to power and wielded it out of the
spotlight. Informed by countless hours of interviews
with Abbey and his family, friends, adversaries, and
former colleagues, The Astronaut Maker is the
ultimate insider's account of ambition and power
politics at NASA.
Provides the story of the thirteen women connected
with NASA's Mercury 13 space mission, who braved
prejudice and jealousy to make their mark and open
the door for the female pilots and space
commanders that would soon follow. Simultaneous.
Wally Funk was among the Mercury 13, the first
group of American pilots to complete NASA's 1961
Women in Space program. Funk breezed through
the rigorous physical and mental tests, her scores
beating those of many of the male candidates—even
John Glenn. Just one week before Funk was to enter
the final phase of training, the entire program was
abruptly cancelled. Politics and prejudice meant that
none of the more-than-qualified women ever went to
space. Undeterred, Funk went on to become one of
America's first female aviation inspectors and civilian
flight instructors, though her dream of being an
astronaut never dimmed. In this offbeat odyssey,
journalist and fellow space buff Sue Nelson travels
with Wally Funk, now approaching her eightieth
birthday, as she races to make her giant leap.
Covering their travels across the United States and
Europe—taking in NASA's mission control in Houston
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and Spaceport America in New Mexico, where
Funk's ride to space awaits—this is a uniquely
intimate and entertaining portrait of a true aviation
trailblazer.
Growing up on either side of the Iron Curtain, David
Scott and Alexei Leonov experienced very different
childhoods but shared the same dream to fly.
Excelling in every area of mental and physical agility,
Scott and Leonov became elite fighter pilots and
were chosen by their countries' burgeoning space
programs to take part in the greatest technological
race ever-to land a man on the moon. In this unique
dual autobiography, astronaut Scott and cosmonaut
Leonov recount their exceptional lives and careers
spent on the cutting edge of science and space
exploration. With each mission fraught with perilous
risks, and each space program touched by tragedy,
these parallel tales of adventure and heroism read
like a modern-day thriller. Cutting fast between their
differing recollections, this book reveals, in a very
personal way, the drama of one of the most
ambitious contests ever embarked on by man, set
against the conflict that once held the world in
suspense: the clash between Russian communism
and Western democracy. Before training to be the
USSR's first man on the moon, Leonov became the
first man to walk in space. It was a feat that won him
a place in history but almost cost him his life. A year
later, in 1966, Gemini 8, with David Scott and Neil
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Armstrong aboard, tumbled out of control across
space. Surviving against dramatic odds-a split-
second decision by pilot Armstrong saved their lives-
they both went on to fly their own lunar missions:
Armstrong to command Apollo 11 and become the
first man to walk on the moon, and Scott to perform
an EVA during the Apollo 9 mission and command
the most complex expedition in the history of
exploration, Apollo 15. Spending three days on the
moon, Scott became the seventh man to walk on its
breathtaking surface. Marking a new age of
USA/USSR cooperation, the Apollo-Soyuz Test
Project brought Scott and Leonov together, finally
ending the Cold War silence and building a
friendship that would last for decades. Their
courage, passion for exploration, and determination
to push themselves to the limit emerge in these
memoirs not only through their triumphs but also
through their perseverance in times of extraordinary
difficulty and danger.
Zoom around Earth from A to Z with astronauts on
the International Space Station in Astronauts Zoom!
"You are there" photos and fun, fact-filled text give
young readers and listeners a space-eye view of
astronauts in action in this out-of-this-world alphabet
book.
This book provides unique access to the story of how
scientists were accepted into the American Space
Programme, and reveals how, after four difficult decades, the
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role of the heroic test pilot astronaut has been replaced by
men and women who are science orientated space explorers.
REAL KIDS. REAL DISASTERS. The author of the New York
Times-bestselling I Survived series brings us more harrowing
true stories of real kids up against terrible forces of nature.
From fourteen-year-old lone survivor of the shark attacks of
1916, to nine-year-old who survived the Peshtigo fire of 1871
(which took place on the very same day in history as the
Great Chicago Fire!), here are four unforgettable survivors
who managed to beat the odds. Read their incredible stories:
The Deadly Shark Attacks of 1916 The Great Peshtigo Fire of
1871 A Venomous Box Jellyfish Attack The Eruption of Mount
Tambora
Nonfiction books for children—from biographies and historical
accounts of communities and events to works on science and
social justice—have traditionally been most highly valued by
educators and parents for their factual accuracy. This
approach, however, misses an opportunity for young readers
to participate in the generation and testing of information. In A
Literature of Questions, Joe Sutliff Sanders offers an
innovative theoretical approach to children’s nonfiction that
goes beyond an assessment of a work’s veracity to develop
a book’s equivocation as a basis for interpretation.
Addressing how such works are either vulnerable or resistant
to critical engagement, Sanders pays special attention to the
attributes that nonfiction shares with other forms of literature,
including voice and character, and those that play a special
role in the genre, such as peritexts and photography. The first
book-length work to theorize children’s nonfiction as
nonfiction from a literary perspective, A Literature of
Questions carefully explains how the genre speaks in unique
ways to its young readers and how it invites them to the
project of understanding. At the same time, it clearly lays out
a series of techniques for analysis, which it then applies and
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nuances through extensive close readings and case studies
of books published over the past half century, including
recent award-winning books such as Tanya Lee Stone’s
Almost Astronauts: Thirteen Women Who Dared to Dream
and We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball by
Kadir Nelson. By looking at a text’s willingness or reluctance
to let children interrogate its information and ideological
context, Sanders reveals how nonfiction can make young
readers part of the project of learning rather than passive
recipients of information.
"A memoir chronicling Clayton Anderson's quest to become
an astronaut. From his childhood to working for NASA, and
then eventually becoming an astronaut"--
For readers of Tom Perrotta and Lorrie Moore, these nine
unforgettable stories, all set in and around Cape Canaveral,
showcase Patrick Ryan’s masterly understanding of regret
and hope, relationships and family, and the universal longing
for love. NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY St. Louis Post Dispatch • Refinery 29 • Electric
Literature The Dream Life of Astronauts balances heartbreak
with wry humor as its characters try to make sense of the
paths they find themselves on. A would-be Miss America
auditions for a shady local talent scout over vodka and Sunny
D; a NASA engineer begins to wonder if the woman he’s
having an affair with is slowly poisoning her husband; a Boy
Scout troop leader, recovering from a stroke, tries to protect
one of his scouts from being bullied by his own sons; an ex-
mobster living in witness protection feuds with the busybody
head of his condo board; a grandmother, sentenced to
driver’s ed after a traffic accident, surprises herself by falling
for her instructor. Set against landmark moments—the first
moon launch, Watergate, the Challenger explosion—these
private dramas unfurl in startling ways. The Dream Life of
Astronauts ratifies the emergence of an indelible new talent in
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fiction. Praise for The Dream Life of Astronauts “[Ryan]
displays a gift for excavating the dashed hopes and yearnings
that lie beneath. He is especially adept at capturing the point
of view of children, with a Salingeresque understanding of
their alienation, their vulnerability, their keen powers of
observation.”—Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times
“Quietly commanding . . . A wry and smart collection—a beam
of intelligent life from an author who clearly likes to probe the
outer edges of the familiar.”—Maureen Corrigan, NPR’s
Fresh Air “Ryan is a master of that old-fashioned, captivating
storytelling that deceptively reads as effortless. . . . Ryan
never actually sends his characters into space; but his orbits
of the human heart are enough.”—The New York Times Book
Review “Ryan brings a wry sense of intimacy to these
dreamers who are always searching for a better life, for
something new.”—BBC “Patrick Ryan’s short stories go down
lightly—but that doesn’t mean they’re lightweight. In the best
of them, Ryan’s transparent prose and seemingly casual
tone sneakily ensnare you in tough moments and wryly rueful
deflations of the heart and spirit.”—The Seattle Times “You
don’t have to be a rocket scientist to appreciate this funny
collection of stories set around Cape Canaveral. Moon
missions and shuttle launches take a backseat to the earthly
predicaments faced by the eclectic cast of Boy Scouts,
gangsters, grandmothers and beauty queens.”—The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution “There is humanity and heart in each
one of these tales, all rendered with nuance and depth that
will leave a mark on your thoughts long past the final
pages.”—Refinery29 “Patrick Ryan’s characters are people
who are a little more beaten down than they know. They are
not introspective by default, and yet, due to circumstances,
they are forced to look into themselves and find something
that, in his own phrase, feels like life.”—Literary Hub “The
author illuminates [his] characters with pitch-perfect dialogue
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and period references that capture the various decades in
which the stories take place.”—Publishers Weekly
This Coretta Scott King Honor Book provides a much-needed
window into a little-documented time in black history. The
poignant story, based on the memoir of Maritcha Rémond
Lyons, shows what it was like to be a black child born free
and living in New York City in the mid-1800s.
A gripping first-hand account of life in space and the making
of an astronaut. What is it like to fly the space shuttle and
work on and in the International Space Station? Veteran
NASA astronaut Tom Jones is uniquely qualified to give the
details: he flew four shuttle missions and led three space
walks to deliver the US Lab to the Station. . From B-52 pilot
during the Cold War, to a PhD in planetary science, to the
unbelievable rigors of astronaut training, his career inevitably
pointed him toward the space shuttle. Until the Challenger
exploded. Jones's story is the first to candidly explain the
professional and personal hardships faced by the astronauts
in the aftermath of that 1986 tragedy. He certainly has 'The
Right Stuff' but also found himself wondering if the risks he
undertook were worth the toll on his family. Liftoffs were
especially nerve-wracking (his mother, who refuses to even
get on a plane, cannot watch) but his 53 days in space were
unforgettable adventures. Jones uses his background as a
scientist to explain the practical applications of many of the
shuttle's scientific missions, and describes what it's like to
work with the international crews building and living aboard
the space station. Tom Jones returned from his space station
voyage to assess the impact of the 2003 Columbia tragedy,
and prescribes a successful course for the U.S. in space.
Stunning photographs, many taken in space, illustrate his
amazing journey.
When a handsome senior boy enters their mix, friends Josie,
Nicolette, and Aviva soon find themselves in questionable
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situations where each girl must make the right decision before
their personal sacrifices become too great.
Providing a piece of space history that has been largely
missing until now, this book tells how a group of
dedicated scientists, working with some of the nation's
finest pilots, prepared for space flight. Includes
illustrations and a bonus CD-ROM of rare footage from
the era.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The riveting inside
story of three heroic astronauts who took on the
challenge of mankind’s historic first mission to the
Moon, from the bestselling author of Shadow Divers.
“Robert Kurson tells the tale of Apollo 8 with novelistic
detail and immediacy.”—Andy Weir, #1 New York Times
bestselling author of The Martian and Artemis By August
1968, the American space program was in danger of
failing in its two most important objectives: to land a man
on the Moon by President Kennedy’s end-of-decade
deadline, and to triumph over the Soviets in space. With
its back against the wall, NASA made an almost
unimaginable leap: It would scrap its usual methodical
approach and risk everything on a sudden launch,
sending the first men in history to the Moon—in just four
months. And it would all happen at Christmas. In a year
of historic violence and discord—the Tet Offensive, the
assassinations of Martin Luther King, Jr., and Robert
Kennedy, the riots at the Democratic National
Convention in Chicago—the Apollo 8 mission would be
the boldest, riskiest test of America’s greatness under
pressure. In this gripping insider account, Robert Kurson
puts the focus on the three astronauts and their families:
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the commander, Frank Borman, a conflicted man on his
final mission; idealistic Jim Lovell, who’d dreamed since
boyhood of riding a rocket to the Moon; and Bill Anders,
a young nuclear engineer and hotshot fighter pilot
making his first space flight. Drawn from hundreds of
hours of one-on-one interviews with the astronauts, their
loved ones, NASA personnel, and myriad experts, and
filled with vivid and unforgettable detail, Rocket Men is
the definitive account of one of America’s finest hours.
In this real-life thriller, Kurson reveals the epic dangers
involved, and the singular bravery it took, for mankind to
leave Earth for the first time—and arrive at a new world.
“Rocket Men is a riveting introduction to the [Apollo 8]
flight. . . . Kurson details the mission in crisp,
suspenseful scenes. . . . [A] gripping book.”—The New
York Times Book Review
Resulting from the authors’ deep research into these
two pre-Shuttle astronaut groups, many intriguing and
untold stories behind the selection process are revealed
in the book. The often extraordinary backgrounds and
personal ambitions of these skilled pilots, chosen to
continue NASA’s exploration and knowledge of the
space frontier, are also examined. In April 1966 NASA
selected 19 pilot astronauts whose training was
specifically targeted to the Apollo lunar landing missions
and the Earth-orbiting Skylab space station. Three years
later, following the sudden cancellation of the USAF’s
highly classified Manned Orbiting Laboratory (MOL)
project, seven military astronauts were also co-opted into
NASA’s space program. This book represents the final
chapter by the authors in the story of American astronaut
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selections prior to the era of the Space Shuttle. Through
personal interviews and original NASA documentation,
readers will also gain a true insight into a remarkable age
of space travel as it unfolded in the late 1960s, and the
men who flew those historic missions.
"There's something intriguing to be learned on practically
every page... [How to Astronaut] captures the details of
an extraordinary job and turns even the mundane
aspects of space travel into something
fascinating."––Publishers Weekly Ride shotgun on a trip
to space with astronaut Terry Virts. A born stroyteller
with a gift for the surprising turn of phrase and eye for
the perfect you-are-there details, he captures all the
highs, lows, humor, and wonder of an experience few will
ever know firsthand. Featuring stories covering survival
training, space shuttle emergencies, bad bosses, the art
of putting on a spacesuit, time travel, and much more!
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Have you ever
wondered what it would be like to find yourself strapped
to a giant rocket that’s about to go from zero to 17,500
miles per hour? Or to look back on Earth from outer
space and see the surprisingly precise line between day
and night? Or to stand in front of the Hubble Space
Telescope, wondering if the emergency repair you’re
about to make will inadvertently ruin humankind’s
chance to unlock the universe’s secrets? Mike
Massimino has been there, and in Spaceman he puts
you inside the suit, with all the zip and buoyancy of life in
microgravity. Massimino’s childhood space dreams
were born the day Neil Armstrong set foot on the moon.
Growing up in a working-class Long Island family, he
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catapulted himself to Columbia and then MIT, only to
flunk his first doctoral exam and be rejected three times
by NASA before making it through the final round of
astronaut selection. Taking us through the surreal
wonder and beauty of his first spacewalk, the tragedy of
losing friends in the Columbia shuttle accident, and the
development of his enduring love for the Hubble
Telescope—which he and his fellow astronauts were
tasked with saving on his final mission—Massimino has
written an ode to never giving up and the power of
teamwork to make anything possible. Spaceman invites
us into a rare, wonderful world where science meets the
most thrilling adventure, revealing just what having “the
right stuff” really means.
As command module pilot for the Apollo 15 mission to
the moon in 1971, Al Worden flew on what is widely
regarded as the greatest exploration mission that
humans have ever attempted. He spent six days orbiting
the moon, including three days completely alone, the
most isolated human in existence. During the return from
the moon to earth he also conducted the first spacewalk
in deep space, becoming the first human ever to see
both the entire earth and moon simply by turning his
head. The Apollo 15 flight capped an already-impressive
career as an astronaut, including important work on the
pioneering Apollo 9 and Apollo 12 missions, as well as
the perilous flight of Apollo 13. Nine months after his
return from the moon, Worden received a phone call
telling him he was fired and ordering him out of his office
by the end of the week. He refused to leave. What
happened in those nine months, from being honored with
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parades and meetings with world leaders to being
unceremoniously fired, has been a source of much
speculation for four decades. Worden has never before
told the full story around the dramatic events that shook
NASA and ended his spaceflight career. Readers will
learn them here for the first time, along with the
exhilarating account of what it is like to journey to the
moon and back. It's an unprecedentedly candid account
of what it was like to be an Apollo astronaut, with all its
glory but also its pitfalls.
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