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For two decades, students and instructors have relied on award-winning author Craig
Smith’s detailed description and analysis of rhetorical theories and the historical
contexts for major thinkers who advanced them. He employs key themes from
important philosophical schools in this well-researched chronicle of rhetoric and human
consciousness. One is that rhetoric is a response to uncertainty. The modern
philosophers, like the naturalists of ancient Greece and the Scholastics who preceded
them, tried to end uncertainty by combining the discoveries of science and psychology
with rationalism. Their aim was progress and a consensus among experts as to what
truth is. However, where modernism proved ineffective, rhetoric was revived to fill the
breach. Another significant theme is that different conceptions of human consciousness
lead to different theories of rhetoric, and for every major school of thought, another
school of thought forms in reaction. Classic and contemporary examples demonstrate
the usefulness of rhetorical theory, especially its ability to inform and guide. By
providing probes for rhetorical criticism, discussions also demonstrate that rhetorical
criticism illustrates, verifies, and refines rhetorical theory. Thus, the synergistic
relationship between theory and criticism in rhetoric is no different than in other arts:
Theory informs practice; analysis of successful practice refines theory. Smith’s
absorbing study has been expanded to include thorough treatments of rhetoric in the
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Romantic Era, feminist and queer theory, and historical context for the creation of
rhetorical theory and its use in public address.
One of the most influential works of this century, The Myth of Sisyphus and Other
Essays is a crucial exposition of existentialist thought. Influenced by works such as Don
Juan and the novels of Kafka, these essays begin with a meditation on suicide; the
question of living or not living in a universe devoid of order or meaning. With lyric
eloquence, Albert Camus brilliantly posits a way out of despair, reaffirming the value of
personal existence, and the possibility of life lived with dignity and authenticity.
One of the greatest thinkers of the nineteenth century, Søren Kierkegaard (1814-55)
often expressed himself through pseudonyms and disguises. Taken from his personal
writings, these private reflections reveal the development of his own thought and
personality, from his time as a young student to the deep later internal conflict that
formed the basis for his masterpiece of duality Either/Or and beyond. Expressing his
beliefs with a freedom not seen in works he published during his lifetime, Kierkegaard
here rejects for the first time his father's conventional Christianity and forges the
revolutionary idea of the 'leap of faith' required for true religious belief. A combination of
theoretical argument, vivid natural description and sharply honed wit, the Papers and
Journals reveal to the full the passionate integrity of his lifelong efforts 'to find a truth
which is truth for me'.
The word “freedom” is so overly used—and frequently abused—that it is always in
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danger of becoming nothing but a cliché. In Another Freedom, Svetlana Boym offers us
a refreshing new portrait of the age-old concept. Exploring the rich cross-cultural history
of the idea of freedom, from its origins in ancient Greece to the present day, she argues
that our attempts to imagine freedom should occupy the space of not only “what is” but
also “what if.” Beginning with notions of sacrifice and the emergence of a public sphere
for politics and art, Boym expands her account to include the relationships between
freedom and liberation, modernity and terror, and political dissent and creative
estrangement. While depicting a world of differences, she affirms lasting solidarities
based on the commitment to the passionate thinking that reflections on freedom
require. To do so, Boym assembles a remarkable cast of characters: Aeschylus and
Euripides, Kafka and Mandelstam, Arendt and Heidegger, and a virtual encounter
between Dostoevsky and Marx on the streets of Paris. By offering a fresh look at the
strange history of this idea, Another Freedom delivers a nuanced portrait of freedom,
one whose repercussions will be felt well into the future.
This anthology provides a history of the systemization and canonization of
existentialism, a quintessentially antisystemic mode of thought. Situating existentialism
within the history of ideas, it features new readings on the most influential works in the
existential canon, exploring their formative contexts and the cultural dialogues of which
they were a part. Emphasizing the multidisciplinary and global nature of existential
arguments, the chosen texts relate to philosophy, religion, literature, theater, and
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culture and reflect European, Russian, Latin American, African, and American strains of
thought. Readings are grouped into three thematic categories: national contexts,
existentialism and religion, and transcultural migrations that explore the reception of
existentialism. The volume explains how literary giants such as Dostoevsky and Tolstoy
were incorporated into the existentialist fold and how inclusion into the canon recast the
work of Kierkegaard and Nietzsche, and it describes the roles played by Jaspers and
Heidegger in Germany and the Paris School of existentialism in France. Essays
address not only frequently assigned works but also underappreciated discoveries,
underscoring their vital relevance to contemporary critical debate. Designed to speak to
a new generation's concerns, the collection deploys a diverse range of voices to
interrogate the fundamental questions of the human condition.
With Selections from Kierkegaard, Turgener, Dostoevsky, Nietzsche, Hesse,
Heidegger, Marcel, Jaspers, Kafka, Gide, Sartre, Merleau-Ponty, de Beauvoir, Rieocer,
Berdygev, Buber, Tillich, Pinter, Beckett, Mailer, Laing, Bellon Bach, Weiss, and Muller.
Thorough and lucid survey of Western philosophy from pre-Socratics to mid 20th
century — major figures, currents, trends. Valuable section on contemporary philosophy
— Brentano, Ortega, Heidegger, others. "Brevity and clarity of exposition..." — Ethics.
Jeff Corey (1914--2002) made a name for himself in the 1940s as a character actor in
films like Superman and the Mole Men (1951), Joan of Arc (1948), and The Killers
(1946). Everything changed in 1951, when he was summoned before the House UnPage 4/22
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American Activities Committee. Corey refused to name names and was promptly
blacklisted, which forced him to walk away from a vibrant livelihood as an actor and
embark on a career as one of the industry's most revered acting instructors. In
Improvising Out Loud: My Life Teaching Hollywood How to Act, Corey recounts his
extraordinary story. Among the actors who would soon fill his classes were James
Dean, Kirk Douglas, Jane Fonda, Rob Reiner, Jack Nicholson, and Leonard Nimoy. In
1962, when the blacklist ended, Corey was one of the industry's first trailblazers to
seamlessly reboot his acting career and secure roles in some of the classic films of the
era, including Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid (1969), True Grit (1969), and Little
Big Man (1970), in which he starred as the infamous Wild Bill Hickok. Throughout his
life, Corey sought to capture the human heart: in conflict, in terror, in love, and in all of
its small triumphs. His memoir, which he wrote with his daughter Emily Corey, provides
a unique and personal perspective on the man whose teaching inspired some of
Hollywood's biggest names to star in the roles that made them famous.
Who might reasonably be nominated as the funniest philosopher of all time? With this
anthology, Thomas Oden provisionally declares Søren Aabye Kierkegaard
(1813-1855)--despite his enduring stereotype as the melancholy, despairing Dane--as,
among philosophers, the most amusing. Kierkegaard not only explored comic
perception to its depths but also practiced the art of comedy as astutely as any writer of
his time. This collection shows how his theory of comedy is integrated into his practice
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of comic perception, and how both are integral to his entire authorship. Kierkegaard's
humor ranges from the droll to the rollicking; from farce to intricate, subtle analysis;
from nimble stories to amusing aphorisms. In these pages you are invited to meet the
wife of an author who burned her husband's manuscript and a businessman who, even
with an abundance of calling cards, forgot his own name. You will hear of an
interminable vacillator whom archeologists found still pacing thousands of years later,
trying to come to a decision. Then there is the emperor who became a barkeeper in
order to stay in the know. The Humor of Kierkegaard is for anyone ready to be amused
by human follies. Those new to Kierkegaard will discover a dazzling mind worth
meeting. Those already familiar with his theory of comedy will be delighted to see it
concisely set forth and exemplified. Others may have read Kierkegaard intensively
without having ever really noticed his comic side. Here they will find what they have
been missing.
What happens when Christians reconsider political engagement? Among leading
Christian thinkers, political engagement is either unavoidably necessary or theologically
impossible. Is this a false dilemma? Between Faith and Power examines how Christian
groups are grappling with the demands of a pluralistic public square while remaining
faithful to their tradition. Using the lenses of social science research and theological
analysis, the book examines the successes and failures of these groups as they
engage the public square. What emerges are models of Dynamic Engagement that
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Christian leaders are using to consistently pursue religious liberty across faiths while
contributing to the common good.
Presents a translation of the Danish philosopher's 1844 treatise on anxiety, which he
claimed could only be overcome through embracing it.
Developed in almost thirty years of classroom experience, this book is designed to
introduce students and other readers to the psychological study of religion. Robert W.
Crapps deals with the major questions and figures that have dominated the
psychological study of religion over the past century, dividing the discussion into four
parts. Two chapters in part one suggest the problems and possibilities for the
psychological study of religion in light of the nature of religion and the scientific method.
Part two sketches the contributions to the study of religion of three intellectual currents
in contemporary psychology: psychoanalysis, behaviorism, and humanistic psychology.
part three explores the relationship between religion and human development, while
part four directs attention to religious lifestyles and that weave differentiated parts of
human experience into a cohesive whole. -- Publisher description.
This book explores how the weather and city-form impact the mind, and how city-form
and mind interact. It builds on Merleau-Ponty’s contention that mind, the human body
and the environment are intertwined in a singular composite, and on Walter Benjamin’s
suggestion that mind and city-form, in mutual interaction, through history, have set the
course of civilization. Bringing together the fields of philosophy, urbanism, geography,
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history, and architecture, the book shows the association of existentialism with
prevalence of mood disorder in Northern Europe at the close of Little Ice Age. It
explains the implications of city-form and traces the role of the myths and allegories of
urban design as well as the history of gender projection onto city-form. It shows how
urbanization in Northern Europe provided easier access to shelter, yet resulted in
sunlight deprivation, and yielded increasing incidence of depression and other mental
disorder among the European middle-class. The book uses the examples of
Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Dostoevsky and Kafka, to show how walking through the
streets, squares and other urban voids became the informal remedy to mood disorder,
a prominent trait among founders of modern Existentialism. It concludes by describing
how the connection of anguish and violence is relevant to winter depression in cities, in
North America in particular.
The connections between the emergence of modern society and the experience of
melancholy are explored through a comprehensive re-examination of Soren
Kierkegaard's rich and insightful writings.
Nietzsche's Zarathustra takes an interdisciplinary approach to Nietzsche's Thus Spoke
Zarathustra, focusing on the philosophical function of its literary techniques and its
fictional mode of presentation. It argues that the fictional format is essential to
Nietzsche's philosophical message in his work. Part of that message is Nietzsche's
alternative to the Western worldview as developed by Plato's dialogues and the
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Christian Gospel, which he presents through the teachings of his hero, Zarathustra.
Another part of that message is that any doctrine, including those of Zarathustra
himself, has an ambivalent nature. Although doctrinal formulations are designed to
preserve and communicate philosophical insights, they can become dead formulas, out
of touch with the live philosophical discoveries that they aimed to capture. Thus Spoke
Zarathustra explores Zarathustra's own vulnerability to this risk, and his way of
regaining real connection with living wisdom. The doctrine of eternal recurrence, which
is particular prominent in Zarathustra, is a case in point. The doctrine is offered in
opposition to the worldview that Nietzsche associates with the Christian doctrine of sin,
which in his view promotes a view of this life as devoid of intrinsic value. However,
certain ways of adhering to this doctrine themselves rob life of its value. The book also
defends the importance of Part IV of Thus Spoke Zarathustra, which many scholars
have seen as unimportant by comparison with the first three parts. Nietzsche's
Zarathustra argues that Part III would not have been a culmination for the work, and
that Part IV is essential to Nietzsche's project. Part IV's allusions to Apuleius' The
Golden Ass, an ancient Menippean satire, suggest that it should be read as a satire in
which Zarathustra falls into and recovers from folly. It is thus the culminating statement
of the point that there is always a discrepancy between the living philosophical insight
and any attempt to articulate it,
This is the most comprehensive anthology of Søren Kierkegaard's works ever
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assembled in English. Drawn from the volumes of Princeton's authoritative
Kierkegaard's Writings series by editors Howard and Edna Hong, the selections
represent every major aspect of Kierkegaard's extraordinary career. They reveal the
powerful mix of philosophy, psychology, theology, and literary criticism that made
Kierkegaard one of the most compelling writers of the nineteenth century and a shaping
force in the twentieth. With an introduction to Kierkegaard's writings as a whole and
explanatory notes for each selection, this is the essential one-volume guide to a thinker
who changed the course of modern intellectual history. The anthology begins with
Kierkegaard's early journal entries and traces the development of his work
chronologically to the final The Changelessness of God. The book presents generous
selections from all of Kierkegaard's landmark works, including Either/Or, Fear and
Trembling, Works of Love, and The Sickness unto Death, and draws new attention to a
host of such lesser-known writings as Three Discourses on Imagined Occasions and
The Lily of the Field and the Bird of the Air. The selections are carefully chosen to
reflect the unique character of Kierkegaard's work, with its shifting pseudonyms, its
complex dialogues, and its potent combination of irony, satire, sermon, polemic, humor,
and fiction. We see the esthetic, ethical, and ethical-religious ways of life initially
presented as dialogue in two parallel series of pseudonymous and signed works and
later in the "second authorship" as direct address. And we see the themes that bind the
whole together, in particular Kierkegaard's overarching concern with, in his own words,
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"What it means to exist; . . . what it means to be a human being." Together, the
selections provide the best available introduction to Kierkegaard's writings and show
more completely than any other book why his work, in all its creativity, variety, and
power, continues to speak so directly today to so many readers around the world.

Chronicles Kierkegaard's intellectual and spiritual development through selected
writings
Winner of the Pulitzer prize in 1974 and the culmination of a life's work, The
Denial of Death is Ernest Becker's brilliant and impassioned answer to the 'why'
of human existence. In bold contrast to the predominant Freudian school of
thought, Becker tackles the problem of the vital lie - man's refusal to
acknowledge his own mortality. The book argues that human civilisation is a
defence against the knowledge that we are mortal beings. Becker states that
humans live in both the physical world and a symbolic world of meaning, which is
where our 'immortality project' resides. We create in order to become immortal to become part of something we believe will last forever. In this way we hope to
give our lives meaning.In The Denial of Death, Becker sheds new light on the
nature of humanity and issues a call to life and its living that still resonates
decades after it was written.
The Ultimate Game of Thrones and Philosophy treats fans to dozens of new
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essays by experts who examine philosophical questions raised by the Game of
Thrones story. This ultimate analysis provides the most comprehensive
discussion to date and engages the Game of Thrones universe through the end
of Season Six of the HBO series. Ned Stark, Tyrion Lannister, Jon Snow, Joffrey,
Cersei, Brienne, Arya, Stannis, and many other characters are used to apply the
traditional philosophical questions that everyone faces. How should political
leaders be chosen in Westeros and beyond? Is power merely an illusion? Is it
immoral to enjoy overly violent and sexual stories like Game of Thrones? How
should morally ambiguous individuals such as Jamie Lannister: The Kingslayer
and Savior of King’s Landing be evaluated? Can anyone be trusted in a society
like Westeros? What rules should govern sexual relationships in a world of love,
incest, rape, and arranged marriage? How does disability shape identity for
individuals like Tyrion, Bran, and others? How would one know whether there is a
God in the Game of Thrones universe and what he is like?
Publisher Description
Kierkegaard AnthologyPrinceton University Press
This collection of essays provides samplings of a theological engagement of
culture that Paul Louis Metzger has been developing over the years in his work
as founder and director of The Institute for the Theology of Culture: New Wine,
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New Wineskins at Multnomah Biblical Seminary of Multnomah University.
Metzger espouses an incarnational over against a predominantly worldvieworiented or market-driven theological approach to engaging culture, and situates
his work in Trinitarian communal and co-missional thought forms. This volume of
biblically and theologically framed and compassion-driven essays addresses
such themes as postmodernity, structural evil, cultural genocide, sexuality,
HIV/AIDS, the prison system, the global slave trade, and the arts. It will be
welcomed by those analyzing and developing theological-cultural paradigms and
engaging key issues in the contemporary setting.
"Was Ibsen influenced by Greek culture? Were allusions to the Greeks
configured in the Norwegian playwright's works? According to author Norman
Rhodes, whether consciously or unconsciously, many of Ibsen's plays are
encoded with veiled references to ancient Greek culture. Rhodes also postulates
that Ibsen's perception of the importance of the Greeks was most likely mediated
to him through German Romanticism and Scandinavian culture." "According to
Rhodes, numerous echoes of Greek literature resonate in such early Ibsen plays
as Catiline, The Warrior's Barrow, Olaf Liljerkrans, and Love's Comedy. Ibsen's
Brand and Peer Gynt are a dialectic pair which in key ways are suggestive of
Homer's Iliad and Odyssey, A Doll House has important parallels with Sophocles'
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Antigone, and An Enemy of the People correlates with both Plato's Apology and
Sophocles' Oedipus Tyrannos. Moreover, a Euripidean sense of fatal irrationality
seems inscribed in Ibsen's final plays: the protagonists John Rosmer, Hedda
Gabler, Master Builder Solness, John Gabriel Borkman, and the sculptor Rubek
all destroy themselves."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by
Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
"Art has inspired and channeled philosophy all on its own. 'The Artist in Crisis:
Kierkegaard's Philosophy of the Aesthetic Stage of Existence and Live Musical
Performance' is an academic and scholarly study of the philosophers work from
Yaroslav Senyshyn. Discussing Kierkegaard's views on anxiety, the artist in the
bigger world, criticisms, gender issues in art, and much more, this scholarly
dissection of the work seeks to open minds on the ways of the world and what
they mean. 'The Artist in Crisis' is quite the text, a must for any community or
college philosophy and art collection." -- Library Bookwatch, Midwest Book
Review.
My Bondage and My Freedom is an autobiographical slave narrative written by
Frederick Douglass and published in 1855. It is the second of three
autobiographies written by Douglass, and is mainly an expansion of his first,
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave. The book depicts
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in greater detail his transition from bondage to liberty. Following this liberation,
Douglass, went on to become a prominent abolitionist, speaker, author, and
advocate for women's rights.
Twenty-five years after its initial publication, The Making of the Atomic Bomb
remains the definitive history of nuclear weapons and the Manhattan Project.
From the turn-of-the-century discovery of nuclear energy to the dropping of the
first bombs on Japan, Richard Rhodes’s Pulitzer Prize-winning book details the
science, the people, and the socio-political realities that led to the development of
the atomic bomb. This sweeping account begins in the 19th century, with the
discovery of nuclear fission, and continues to World War Two and the
Americans’ race to beat Hitler’s Nazis. That competition launched the
Manhattan Project and the nearly overnight construction of a vast militaryindustrial complex that culminated in the fateful dropping of the first bombs on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Reading like a character-driven suspense novel, the
book introduces the players in this saga of physics, politics, and human
psychology—from FDR and Einstein to the visionary scientists who pioneered
quantum theory and the application of thermonuclear fission, including Planck,
Szilard, Bohr, Oppenheimer, Fermi, Teller, Meitner, von Neumann, and
Lawrence. From nuclear power’s earliest foreshadowing in the work of H.G.
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Wells to the bright glare of Trinity at Alamogordo and the arms race of the Cold
War, this dread invention forever changed the course of human history, and The
Making of The Atomic Bomb provides a panoramic backdrop for that story.
Richard Rhodes’s ability to craft compelling biographical portraits is matched
only by his rigorous scholarship. Told in rich human, political, and scientific detail
that any reader can follow, The Making of the Atomic Bomb is a thoughtprovoking and masterful work.
"His book...supplant[s] all others, even the immensely successful History of
Western Philosophy by Bertrand Russell."—A. C. Grayling Already a classic in its
first year of publication, this landmark study of Western thought takes a fresh look
at the writings of the great thinkers of classic philosophy and questions many
pieces of conventional wisdom. The book invites comparison with Bertrand
Russell's monumental History of Western Philosophy, "but Gottlieb's book is less
idiosyncratic and based on more recent scholarship" (Colin McGinn, Los Angeles
Times). A New York Times Notable Book, a Los Angeles Times Best Book, and a
Times Literary Supplement Best Book of 2001.
Theologian, ethicist, and political analyst, Reinhold Niebuhr was a towering figure
of twentieth-century religious thought. Now newly repackaged, this important
book gathers the best of Niebuhr’s essays together in a single volume. Selected,
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edited, and introduced by Robert McAfee Brown—a student and friend of
Niebuhr’s and himself a distinguished theologian—the works included here testify
to the brilliant polemics, incisive analysis, and deep faith that characterized the
whole of Niebuhr’s life.“This fine anthology makes available to a new generation
the thought of one of the most penetrating and rewarding of twentieth-century
minds. Reinhold Niebuhr remains the great illuminator of the dark conundrums of
human nature, history and public policy.”—Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.“Sparkling
gems. . . brought from the shadows of history into contemporary light. Beautifully
selected and edited, they show that Niebuhr’s fiery polemics and gracious
assurances still speak with power to us today.”—Roger L. Shinn“An extremely
useful volume.”—David Brion Davis, New York Review of Books“This collection,
which brings together Niebuhr’s most penetrating and enduring essays on
theology and politics, should demonstrate for a new generation that his best
thought transcends the immediate historical setting in which he wrote. . . .
[Brown’s] introduction succinctly presents the central features of Niebuhr’s life
and thought.”—Library Journal
Clear and Definite Words is a lucid exposure of the present confusion within
theological discourse. It charges and proves that avoiding or equivocating on the
question of ontology is impossible. It thus undermines the premise of much
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theological discourse today and lays the way for greater theological clarity and
commitment. This book goes head-to-head with great forcefulness and passion
against anyone and anything that has served to impede the right of theology to
speak with clear and definite words.
Earthcare: Readings and Cases in Environmental Ethics presents a diverse
collection of writings from a variety of authors on environmental ethics,
environmental science, and the environmental movement overall. Exploring a
broad range of world views, religions and philosophies, David W. Clowney and
Patricia Mosto bring together insightful thoughts on the ethical issues arising in
various areas of environmental concern.
While ostensibly commenting on the work of a contemporary novelist,
Kierkegaard used this review as a critique of his society and age. The influence
of this short piece has been far-reaching. The apocalyptic final sections are the
source for central notions in Heidegger's Being and Time. Later readers have
seized on the essay as a prophetic analysis of our own time. Its concepts have
been drawn into current debates on identity, addiction, and social conformity.
In our time nobody is content to stop with faith but wants to go further. It would
perhaps be rash to ask where these people are going, but it is surely a sign of
breeding and culture for me to assume that everybody has faith, for otherwise it
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would be queer for them to be . . . going further. In those old days it was different,
then faith was a task for a whole lifetime, because it was assumed that dexterity
in faith is not acquired in a few days or weeks. When the tried oldster drew near
to his last hour, having fought the good fight and kept the faith, his heart was still
young enough not to have forgotten that fear and trembling which chastened the
youth, which the man indeed held in check, but which no man quite outgrows. . .
except as he might succeed at the earliest opportunity in going further. Where
these revered figures arrived, that is the point where everybody in our day begins
to go further.
ARCHETYPES OF WISDOM: AN INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY, 8E brings
philosophy to life through lively narratives, engaging illustrations, and a student-friendly
writing style. Using its signature conversational prose, the textbook guides students
through the lives and works of history's greatest philosophers, then brings it all together
with helpful study materials in every chapter. Drawing from both canonical primary
sources and the latest philosophical critiques, ARCHETYPES OF WISDOM: AN
INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY, 8E makes philosophy approachable and exciting
for students. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description
or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
This anthology of classic essays focuses on the philosophy of Edmund Husserl and the
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philosophical movement to which his writings gave impetus: phenomenology. Sixty
contributions from a wide variety of scholars provide an introduction to phenomenology
and existentialist phenomenology. Sections include OGeneral Introduction: What Is
Phenomenology, ' OThe Phenomenology of Edmund Husserl, ' OExistential
Phenomenology, ' and OSelf and Others.O Among the contributors are Frege,
Chisholm, Merleau-Ponty, Schmitt, Tillman, Gendlin, Sellars, Linsky, Dreyfus, Ryle,
Solomon, Schlick, Ricoeur, Marcel, Heidegger, Sartre, Brentano, Olafson, Camus, and
de Beauvo
Photography, cinema, and video have irrevocably changed the ways in which we view
and interpret images. Indeed, the mechanical reproduction of images was a central
preoccupation of twentieth-century philosopher Walter Benjamin, who recognized that
film would become a vehicle not only for the entertainment of the masses but also for
consumerism and even communism and fascism. In this volume, experts in film studies
and art history take up the debate, begun by Benjamin, about the power and scope of
the image in a secular age. Part I aims to bring Benjamin's concerns to life in essays
that evoke specific aspects and moments of the visual culture he would have known.
Part II focuses on precise instances of friction within the traditional arts brought on by
this century's changes in the value and mission of images. Part III goes straight to the
image technologies themselves—photography, cinema, and video—to isolate distinctive
features of the visual cultures they help constitute. As we advance into the postmodern
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era, in which images play an ever more central role in conveying perceptions and
information, this anthology provides a crucial context for understanding the apparently
irreversible shift from words to images that characterized the modernist period. It will be
important reading for everyone in cultural studies, film and media studies, and art
history.
"Those who would know Kierkegaard, the intesely religious humorist, the irrepressibly
witty critic of his age and ours, can do no better than to begin with this book. [In it] we
find the heart of Kierkagaard. It is not innocuous, not genteel, not comfortable. He does
not invite the reader to realx and have a little laugh with him at the expense of other
people or at his own foibles. Kierkegaard deliberately challenges the reader's whole
existence. "Nor does he merely challenge our existence; he also questions some ideas
that had become well entrenched in his time and that are even more characteristic of
the present age. Kierkegaard insists, for example, that Christianity was from the start
essentially authoritarian--not just that the Catholic Church was, or that Calvin was, or
Luther, or, regrettably, most of the Christian churches, but that Christ was--and is.
Indeed, though Kierkegaard was, and wished to be, an individual, and even said that on
his tombstone he would like no other epitaph than 'That Individual,' his protest against
his age was centered in his lament over the loss of authority." --Walter Kaufman, in the
Introduction
Have you ever wondered why we Christians do what we do for church every Sunday
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morning? Why do we “dress up” for church? Why does the pastor preach a sermon
each week? Why do we have pews, steeples, and choirs? This ground-breaking book,
now in affordable softcover, makes an unsettling proposal: most of what Christians do
in present-day churches is rooted, not in the New Testament, but in pagan culture and
rituals developed long after the death of the apostles. Coauthors Frank Viola and
George Barna support their thesis with compelling historical evidence and extensive
footnotes that document the origins of modern Christian church practices. In the
process, the authors uncover the problems that emerge when the church functions
more like a business organization than the living organism it was created to be. As you
reconsider Christ's revolutionary plan for his church—to be the head of a fully functioning
body in which all believers play an active role—you'll be challenged to decide whether
you can ever do church the same way again.
A most accessible but thoroughly practical primer on apologetics.
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